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Sbstract of Proceedings 


OF 


THE GRAND COMMANDERY. 


SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 
DecemBeExr 81, 1869. 
Aree ASSEMBLY of the Granp ComMMANDERY 
oF KnicHts TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT ORDERS 
OF MassacHUSETTS AND RHopDE IsLanD was held in the 
city of Providence, R.I., on Friday, December 31, 1869. 


Officers Present. 
R.E. Sir Bengamin Dean . ww. Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Wittram B. Buanpina, acting . . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Nicnotas Van Strck .. . . . Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sir Samus, Lewis, acting . . . . . Grand Captain-General. 
E. Sir Rev. Jonw W. Dapmun .. . . Grand Prelate. 
E, Sir A. CrawFrorD GREENE, acting . . Senior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir Horack Danrers ....... Junior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir A. F. Coapman. . . .. 2... Grand Recorder. 
E. Sir Rev. Coartes H. Titus .. . . Past Grand Master. 


The R.E. Grand Commander stated that this Assembly 
was called for the purpose of attending the funeral obse- 
quies of our late Past Grand Master, Sir Wiui1am Frexp ; 
and as a testimony of his long and faithful services, as 
well as of the respect in which this Grand Body holds his 


memory. 
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To this end he had ordered out Saint John’s Com- 
mandery of Providence, Calvary Commandery of Provi- 
dence, and Holy Sepulchre Commandery of Pawtucket, to 
perform the escort duty on the solemn occasion, and had 
assigned the command of the lines to the Commander of the 
oldest Commandery, — Saint John’s. 

That portion of the services in which this Grand Body 
immediately participated, was performed in the Church of 
the Saviour, where the R.E. Grand Commander and the 
Grand Prelate rehearsed the impressive burial service of 
the Order, and the Grand Recorder read the following 
record : — 


“Most Eminent Wiit1am Fiz1p, born in Pawtucket, R.1., September 8, 
1797. Was raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason A.D. 1819, 
A.L. 5819; exalted to the Degree of Royal Arch Mason A.D. 1819, A.I. 
2349 ; created a Knight Templar A.D. 1826, A.O. 708. 

“He was Past Master of Union Lodge, No. 10; a Past High Priest of 
Pawtucket Chapter, No. 4, and Providence Chapter, No.1; a Past Com- 
mander of Holy Sepulchre Encampment, Pawtucket, and St. John’s En- 
campment, No. 1, Providence. He was also Past Grand Master of Masons 
in Rhode Island; Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of Rhode Island ; Past’'Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island; and a Past Officer of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States. 

“ He was a good citizen, a true Christian, and a consistent Mason. Having 
finished his work, he passed to his rest on Monday, December 27, 1869, in 
the 78d year of his age, full of years and full of honors.” 


“ Thus it is written.” 


The services at the tomb were according to the ritual 
approved by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Rhode 
Island, under whose general charge the entire services were 
solemnized, the Most Worshipful Thomas A. Doyle, Grand 
Master of Masons in Rhode Island, officiating. 
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The brethren in all branches of Masonry attended in 
large numbers, in evident sorrow for the loss of their de- 
ceased brother ; the demeanor of the Knights was courteous 
and commendable, and received the approbation of the 
R.E. Grand Commander, who, on returning to the Grand 
Asylum, dismissed the Sir Knights with thanks, and de- 
clared the Grand Commandery closed. 
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SEMLANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 
Mar 27, 1870. 


THe Semi-Annual Assembly of the GranpD CoMMAN- 
DERY OF KNiGHTs TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
OrpEers oF MassacHUsEeTTs AND Rope IsianD was 
held in the city of Providence, on Friday, May 27, 
1870. 

Formed in Due Array, and opened the, Grand Comman- 
dery in Form at 10 o’clock. 


Officers Present. 
R.E. Sir Bengamin Dgan. . . . . . . Grand Commander. 
V.E. Sir Witi1am Steere SHurtLerr. . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Nicuoras Van Suyck .. . . . Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sir Cuartes Apams Stott. . . . . Grand Captain-General. 
E. Sir Rev. Joan Wittiam DapmMunN . . Grand Prelate. 
E. Sir Henry WILLIAM WaRREN. . . . Senior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir Horace Danrets . .. . . . . Junior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir Wittiam Parkman... .. . . Grand Treasurer. 
E. Sir Atrrep F. Cuapman  . . . . . Grand Recorder. 
E. Sir Epwarp H. Brainarp . . . . . Grand Sword-Bearer. 
E. Sir Witu1am Sutton ... . . . . Grand Standard-Bearer. 
E. Sir Espen Frace Gay... . . . . Grand Sentinel. 
PYRMANENT MEMBERS. 
ABRAHAM A. DAME. JoOs1AnH WHITTAKER. Tromas A. Dorie. 
CHartes W. Moors. James HurcHInson. Wiitiiam W. Baker. 
Winstow Lewis. JAMES SALSBURY. Wituiam B. Brianpina. 
Cuartes H. Titvs. 
PAST COMMANDERS. 
OLIVER JOHNSON. JoHN SHEPLEY. A. CRAWFORD GREENE. 


8S. 8. Grnnopo. 
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A Lesson from the Holy Scriptures was read and Prayer 
offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Rev. Sir John W. Dadmun. 

By order of the R.E. Grand Commander, the E. Grand 
Recorder read the following order : — : 


Granp CoMMANDERY or Knicurs TEMPLARS AND 
APPENDANT ORDERS OF MasssacHusEeTts anD Ruope Isianp. 
Boston, May 8, 1870. ; 

Sir Knicut,— The Semi-Annual Assembly of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island will be held 
in Masons’ Hall, in the city of Providence, R.I., on Friday, 
May 27, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon, for the Exemplification 
of the Work and Ritual of the Orders, and fdr the transaction 

of such other business as shall regularly come before it. 

By order of R.E. Sir Bengzamin Dean, Grand Commander. 

A. F. Carman, 

Grand Recorder . 


The R.E. Grand Commander then delivered the following 


ADDRESS. 


Knights Templars of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

On Friday, the fifth of November last, I made my first official 
visit as your Grand Commander. It was a Special Communi- 
cation called, at my suggestion, by its courteous and energetic 
Commander, the Eminent Sir Samuel B. Spooner, that your 
V.E. Deputy Grand Commander, William S. Shurtleff, who was 
not present at the Annual Communication of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, might be duly and legally installed into office within the 
Asylum of his own Encampment. 

The ceremony of his installation into the office of Deputy 
Grand Commander, in Ample Form, was an event that rarely 
occurs with reference to so high and important a masonic office ; 
and the recipient of the honor being loved and respected by all 
the members of the Commandery, it was an occasion of great 
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satisfaction and congratulation to the assembled brethren. At 
the same Communication I also installed the officers of Spring- 
field Commandery into their respective offices. 

A banquet followed, memorable for its genial and hearty good- 
fellowship. 

I found the Commandery in a very healthy and flourishing 
condition, and. in a state of excellent discipline. 

Sir Knight Hezekiah S. Russell, of Berkshire Commandery, 
to whom I had tendered the position of Grand Sword-bearer, 
having declined the position because he would be unable to dis- 
charge its duties, I appointed in his place Sir Knight Edward H. 
Brainard, of Saint Omer Commandery, and. installed him into 
office within the Asylum of St. Omer Commandery on the 
twentieth of December last. 

On the twenty-ninth of December I received information that 
P.G.M. William Field, of Providence, R.I., had deceased on the 
evening of the twenty-seventh. I immediately issued the follow- 
ing general order to the Fraternity. 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER, Boston, 
December 29, A.L. 5869, A.O. 751. 


To all our Grand Officers, to all our Commanderies, and to all Knights Templars 
within our Jurisdiction : — 

Our Past Grand Master, William Field, is no longer with the living. He 
died at his residence, in Providence, on the evening of the twenty-seventh 
instant, in the ripeness of his years, and full to overflowing of masonic 
honors. He had been Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, and Com- 
mander of St. John’s and Holy Sepulchre Encampments. 

It is, therefore, ordered, that all the Grand Officers,.in full regalia,.and with 
jewels and swords draped in mourning, attend the funeral obsequies to our - 
Past Grand Master, on Friday next, at eleven of the clock in the forenoon, 
from the Church of the Saviour, in Providence. 

It is also ordered, that.the jewels and swords of the. Officers of al] Com- 
manderies within the Jurisdiction be draped in mourning until the termi-. 
nation of their third Regular Meeting from this date. 

lt is also ordered, that this order be read at the head of each Commandery 


at the next Regular Meeting thereof. 
BengaMin Dean, 


Grand Commander. 
ALFRED F, CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 
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I also ordered Saint John’s, Holy Sepulchre, and Calvary 
Commanderies, to appear in full regalia on Friday, December 31, 
to perform escort duty on the occasion of his funeral. He was a 
Past Commander of St. John’s and. Holy Sepulchre Comman- 
deries, and had many friends in Calvary Commandery. 

The alacrity with which they responded to the order, and the 
‘ general attendance of the brethren, testified to the high estima- 
tion in which our deceased Brother was deservedly held. 

In recognition of the precedence due to the Grand Lodge on 
such an occasion, I informed the Most Worshipful Grand Master 
of Masons in Rhode Island—the Hon. Thomas A. Doyle — 
that I should be pleased to accommodate myself in all respects 
to his wishes, and tendered him the Templar escort. At his 
request, assisted by the Grand Officers present, I read a portion 
of the impressive Templar burial service at the church. The 
funeral procession was then escorted to the tomb, where the 
masonic burial services took place under the direction of Grand 
Master Doyle, elaborately and affectingly rendered. 

At this Special Communication I was assisted by — 


E. Witiiam B. Buanpine, as . . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Nicnovras Van Strox. .. . . . Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Samugy Lewis, as ... . . . . Grand Captain General. 

E. Rev. Jonn W. Dapmtn ... . . Grand Prelate. 

E. A. CRawForp GREENE, as . . . . Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Horace Daniets. .'. . . . . « Grand Junior Warden. 

E. A. F. CoapmMan .... . . . « Grand Recorder. 


Thus terminated the career of one who stood firmly to his 
post during Masonry’s severest ordeal in this country. Tried by 
this masonic record, he would appear to have been possessed of 
those accomplishments which make the graceful and accom- 
plished masonic officer, and ensure popularity; or, if that were 
not the case, the many favors he received at the hands of the Fra- 
ternity must have been due to his possession of an extraordinary 
ritualistic knowledge. Neither of these conclusions, however, 

8 
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would be correct. Our deceased Past Grand Master was not 
pasticularly gifted in either of those directions. He owed his 
popularity to his fidelity to his trust, to the firmness and courage, 
constancy and zeal, with which he maintained his adherence to the 
Institutions of Masonry during the Anti-Masonic period, when 
all but the very firmest gave way before the pitiless storm. As 
the Institution revived, the newly-admitted brethren, enraptured 
with the new light ‘which met their astonished gaze — astonished 
that such excellence should ever have been proscribed — and 
delighted with the halo of peace and concord that it shed about 
their lives, found a pleasure in testifying their gratitude to one 
who had been instrumental in its preservation, and had given 
such evidence of his attachment to its principles. They were 
proud to honor him; and felt themselves honored by having 
him preside over their deliberations. 

The record of our sorrow is not yet complete. Knowledge of 
the decease of the Right Eminent Sir John Hews came to us 
too late for useful official action. He died at his residence in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, on the morning of the seventeenth of 
March last, at the ripe age of eighty-three years. He was 
another of those to whose faithfulness and courage we are so 
much indebted. An obituary in Brother Moore’s Magazine for 
April, thus discriminatingly speaks of this period of his life -— 
referring to his connection with Boston Encampment : — 


“In this Body he and his contemporaries nobly fought the battle of 
Anti-Masonry from 1826 to 1834, when that vile faction was overthrown. 
And if he had never performed any other service in Masonry, his labors 
here should command for his memory the enduring respect and veneration 
of all his brethren. This noble band of faithful defenders, to whom the 
Fraternity in this country is more largely indebted for the preservation of 
their Institution at that trying period than to any other equal number of 
men on its record, is fast passing away, and the remembrance of their deeds 
and trials, their virtues and fidelity, is fast passing away with them. Our 
Brother was spared to witness the fruits of his faithfulness, and to enjoy the 
only compensation he ever desired, the renewed and unequalled prosperity 
of the Institution he so ardently loved.” 
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I remember well sitting by the side of our Right Eminent 
Brother in the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, when the room 
was full of intelligent representatives of Lodges from every 
section of the old Commonwealth, and the quiet satisfaction with 
which he surveyed the assemblage. As his memory passed in 
review the history of the Fraternity during his fifty years active 
membership of it, what thoughts must have been suggested; the 
fickleness and instability of public opinion, at one time condemn- 
ing and even persecuting an Institution it now encourages and 
fosters ; the timidity and pusillanimity of its friends; the wick- 
edness of its apostates ; the courage and constancy of the chosen 
few who continued to wield their knightly swords in defence of a 
society founded upon the Christian religion, remembering that. 
‘cowardice alone is less of fame,” — that truth that lives for- - 
ever. 

The number of the chosen few is rapidly diminishing. They 
wear wreaths of victory. Let not their declining years be em- 
bittered by neglect and ingratitude. 

The hand of death has not been busy with our Grand Body 
alone. Milford Commandery has been called to mourn the loss 
of its Eminent Commander, Sir J. Harding Smith, whose many 
virtues and abilities had won the respect and esteem of all who 
knew him. 

Though apprised of the time of his funeral, engagements 
involving the interests of others entrusted to me, forbade my 
attending it. 

Though it is not our practice here to recur to the decease of 
those not members of this Body, I know your hearts will com- 
mend me if I ask you to turn aside a moment to drop a sprig of 
acacia upon the grave of Sir Knight Anson Burlingame. He 
received the Order of Knighthood in Boston Encampment some 
years since. His public duties were such that he could not take 
an active part in masonic labors. Yet his nature and the struc- 
ture of his mind were such, that his masonic relations and ties 
were to him peculiarly pleasant. 
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Upon arriving in China, 1 am informed, he immediately 
visited a Masonic Lodge chartered by the Grand Lodge of Mas- 
sachusetts. In fact, much of his success in life was due to that 
capacity for close friendships, which is so great a charm of our 
Institution, and which our Institution so successfully cultivates. 
It is that feature which impels us to this reference. We sympa- 
thize with our brethren in their misfortunes: we rejoice in their 
prosperity. 

We could not but follow our fellow Templar in his romantic 
career, ending, as it did, in his being the firat minister or ambas- 
sador to represent a nation comprising nearly half the population 
of the world, to the governments of the other half, and fulfilling 
that mission with a numerous retinue comprising some of the 
learned men of a nation so old that the nations of Europe are 
but of yesterday. | 

But this is not the place for his eulogy. That has been 
spoken elsewhere: we simply pause in our labors to remember 
with respect and drop a tear upon the grave of a Brother 
Templar whose eventful life challenges our attention. 

But while we eulogize our deceased Grand Mastera, practise 
our rites in peace; and our property is again secured by eharters 
from the State, we must not forget that our brethren are not 
everywhere free from persecution. Recent information from 
Cuba tells us of our own brethren and our own countrymen 
charged with hostility to the government, and barbarously exe- 
cuted upon no other evidence than that they met in their Lodges, 
as Masons, for masonic purposes. 

The excuse is that the society is a secret society. If so, all 
the world knows its general objects and purposes. All the world 
knows that it is a social and charitable society—not only 
abstaining from, but prohibiting all interference with the political 
affairs of the State. It exists everywhere, under all govern- 
ments; it engages in no plots or conspiracies. If permitted, it 
will prosper and flourish in all alike. 

But it is in no just sense a secret society. Its objects and - 
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purposes, so far as any community or people or government are 
interested in them, are to every intelligent person ag open, 
‘known, and notorious, as the objects and purposes of the church; | 
aad, so far, we haye neyer attempted to conceal them. Nor is’ 
it a secret society so far as the selection of its initiates are con- 
cerned: it does not confine itself to any class of citizens, to any 
sect or religion, to the believers in any political or govermental 
scheme or party. The Spanish officers who executed our 
brethren, — being of good moral character and believing in 
God, — would have been as eligible candidates for admission as 
the wealthy planter. 

Such being the known status of our masonic societies, it is 
as clearly within the legitimate province of our government, and, 
if the information to which I have referred proves authentic, it is 
its duty, to insist that every treaty with Spain should contain 
clauses securing to our citizens protection in the exercise of their 
masonic rights as in the enjoyment of religious freedom. 

Do not let me be understogd that, in the absence of such a 
treaty, our masonic citizens are not entitled to the protection of 
our government, It would certainly be a national disgrace if 
American citizens who are Masons are to be executed for 
visiting their brother Masons, wherever scattered; but I do 
claim — if this intelligence proves correct — that, while insisting 
upon indemnity for the past, government should also insist, upon 
security for the future. 

Shall it be that British captives in Abyssinia shall be liber- 
ated by the aword, and the death of British captives in Greece 
be punished, and peaceful American citizens be slaughtered in 
Cuba with impunity because they are Freemasons? 

Even the Pope of Rome, confounding Masonry. with secret 
political societies, or for some other reason, unwisely forbids his 
adherents to hold intercourse with them. It may be that he is 
jealous of the only society that rivals his own in its wide-spread 
universality — reaching even beyond the bounds of civilization. 
One would think he might see the folly of insisting upon creating 
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a contest with a Fraternity that has in it nothing really antagon- 
istic to his own sphere of action. : 

It is with pleasure that I turn to the greater enlightenment of 
the destined occupant of the British Throne, who, on the thirtieth 
of March last, on the seventy-second anniversary of the Royal 
Masonic Institution for Boys in London, took occasion to speak 
in the highest terms of the loyalty of Masons to the Crown, and 
heartily declared that the interests of Freemasonry would always 
be upheld and respected by him. 

Eminent Sir Nicholas A. Apollonio, Commander of Saint 
Omer Commandery, having resigned, and his resignation being 
accepted by the Commandery, I ratified the proceeding by giving 
said Commandery a Dispensation, authorizing it to elect a new 
Commander, and to fill any vacancies that might be made by the 
advancement of others. Sir Charles H. White was chosen Emi- 
nent Commander; Benjamin Pope, Generalissimo ; Joseph Win- 
sor, Captain-General ; and George H. Kingman, Junior Warden ; 
and were by me, on the twelfth instant, duly installed into office. 

‘On the twelfth of the present month I gave a Dispensation for 
a Commandery to be established in that part of Boston called 
East Boston, by the name of William Parkman Commandery, 
of which I appointed Sir Knight Seth Coleman Ames, Eminent 
Commander; Albert Brown Barrett, Generalissimo ; and Edson 
Champin Chamberlin, Captain-General. 

This announcement brings prominently forward the question — 
of the jurisdiction of the Commanderies within the city of Bos- 
ton, of which there are six,—three located in the city proper, 
one located by its Charter in South Boston, one in Boston High- 
lands, and one in East Boston. Now, although the three last 
named Commanderies are established to be held within the 
limits designated in their Charters or Dispensations, and cannot, 
without Dispensation, hold their meetings in any other part of the 
city, yet, in accordance with the established usage in all Masonic 
Bodies within the city of Boston, they in all other respects exer- 
cise jurisdiction throughout the entire city, as do also the Com- 
manderies located within the city proper. 
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These Commanderies are established in these different sections 
of the city because they are isolated, and are so far separated 
from the rest of the city that a due regard to the convenience of 
their members and the well-being of the Order justifies the crea- 
tion of Commanderies for such specific isolated territories. 

We expect to hold Commanderies responsible for the well- 
being of Templarism within their jurisdictions. Yet a Com- 
mandery in the Highlands may confer the Orders on a resident 
in South or East Boston, or Boston proper, who could not 


receive them in the Commandery of his residence; and each of 


the other Commanderies may do the like. 

The Commanderies of Boston proper have very large and 
burdensome expenses, yet some of them have been compelled to 
reduce their charges for the Orders, because of the much less 
charges of the suburban Commanderies. Thus you will observe 
that the barriers and safeguards which you have seen fit to erect 
for the protection of the subordinate Bodies, and of the Institu- 
tion itself within your jurisdiction, are, by this abnormal state of 
things, obliterated with regard to more than a fifth of the subor- 
dinate Bodies. Would it not be wise to fix the limits of the 
territorial jurisdiction of these Bodies, inter se, without dis- 
turbing it in any other respect? JI submit the matter to your 
wisdom and discretion. 

On the 16th of April I received the following communication 
from the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States : — 


Granp ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED StTarEs. 
OFFICE OF THE GRAND MastER oF TEMPLARS, 
Boston, Mass., April 16, 1870. 


Right Eminent Sin Benzamin Dean, Grand Commander of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island: — 


My Dear Siz Knicnt,—TI have received from the Representatives of 
some of your subordinate Commanderies the following document: 


“ Provipencr, April 11, 1870 

“Wittiam Sewart Garpner, Esq., Grand Master of Templars U.S.A. 
“Dear Siz ann M.E. Frater.— The three oldest Commanderies in Rhode 
Island, viz.: Saint John’s, Washington, and Holy Sepulchre, comprising two- 
thirds of the Knights Templars in the State, have unanimously adopted reso- 


a 
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lutions (copies of which, with their action thereon, are herein enclosed,) ex- 
pressing the sentiment that it is desirable and necessary that a Grand Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars should be formed in this State, and have 
appointed delegates to a convention for the purpose of forming the same, with 
instructions to petition the M.E. Grand Master for permission so todo. The 
delegates are to meet in this City on Thursday, April 21st instant, at eleven 
o’clock, a.M., in Ionic Hall, and you are respectfully requested to grant your 
consent to the formation of the proposed Grand Commandery. 
“ Yours, courteously and fraternally, 
* James Hutcuinson, 


* Ohairman of Delegation St. John’s Commandery No. 1.” 


T enclose to you the copies referred to in the above communication, and 
which were presented to me. As you are the recognized head and éxecutive 
officer of Templars in the jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, I deem it to be my duty to answer the above re- 
quest by communicating directly with you. 

On the 6th of May, 1805, a Grand Encampment was established at Provi- 
dence, RI., the Constitution of which declared it to be “ the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Rhode Island, and jurisdiction thereunto belonging.” Its actual 
jurisdiction extended over the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
March 8, 1806, it was voted that the style or title be changed to “ Thé United 
States Grand Encampment.” Although the name was altered, the actual 
jurisdiction over the above-named States alone remained the same. In June, 
1816, the ‘‘ General Grand Encampment of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders for the United States of America ”’ was formed, the Constitu- 
tion of which declared, that ‘‘ The jurisdiction of the several State Grand 
Encampments shall not extend beyond the limits of the State in which they 
shall respectively be holden ; excepting in any case wherein, before the for- 
mation of this Constitution, a Grand Encampment had been formed by a 
united representation of the Encampments in the adjoining States.” 

The exception referred to the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, and, from that time to this, the Grand Encampment or Grand 
Commandery has had jurisdiction over those two States. The Constitution 
of the National Grand Body was amended and re-written at the session held 
at Hartford, Conn., in 1856, when the language conferring, or rather retaining, 
jurisdiction over these two States was changed. It now reads as follows : 
“ AgTicLE 2, Section 1.— The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island is recognized as holding jurisdiction over both these States.” 

Thus it appears that the Grand Encampment of the United States has 
fixed the jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhede 


* Island, and has determined, by its Constitution, that it extends over these 


States. 

It only remains to consider whether the Grand Master of Knights Templars 
has the power to change this constitutional provision and comply with the 
requests of these delegates. The first clause of the section of the Constitu- 
tion of the Grand Encampment above referred to, is as follows : — 


** Whenever there shall be three or more subordinate charteréd Comman- 
deries instituted or holden under this Constitution, in any one State, District, 
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or Territory, in which a Grand Encampment has not been heretofore formed, a 
Grand Gommandery may be formed, after obtaining the approval of the Grand 
Master, or the Grand neampment. 4 


It has been decided that under this provision, before a Grand Commandery 
can be formed, it is necessary to have the formal, written Warrant, under seal 
of the Grand Master, to authorize the proceedings. In the present case, can 
the Grand Master grant such a Warrant? | 

It is beyond dispute that a Grand Encampment has heretofore, before 1856, 
— before 1816,-—— been formed in the State of Rhode Island; that it has held 
meetings there, granted Warrants for new Encampments, and exercised all the 
peculiar powers belonging to such a Grand Body; that it now exists, by 
the name of a Grand Commandery, vital in every part, and exercising a juris- 
diction over Rhode Island, by virtue of the powers conferred upon it by the 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment, as absolute as any other Grand 
Commandery in the United States. 

It is difficult for me to ‘see where the power is conferred upon the Grand 
Master, in the Constitution or elsewhere, to set aside the Constitution of the 
Grand Encampment, and, of my own pleasure, determine that the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island has jurisdiction only over 
the State of Massachusetts. It is the duty of the Grand Master to consider 

- this question of jurisdiction strictly according to the Constitution, and to pre- 
serve the rights and powers of the State Grand Encampment as fully as 
possible. It is not for me to discuss how this separation can be brought 
about. It was a union easily entered into, perhaps, —not so easily broken. I 
have only to decide that I have no authority, as Grand Master, to approve of 
the formation of a Grand Commandery in the State of Rhode Island, and 
to decline to grant my Warrant therefor. 

I have not examined the question, whether the preliminary steps have been 
regular; and whether the Commanderies have voted upon this important 
measure after due and timely notice to all their members. In the view I 
have taken of the subject, this has become unimportant. 

I haye decided the question simply upon constitutional grounds. 

With knightly courtesy, fraternally yours, 
Wiciiam Sewart GARDNER, 
Grand Master. 


Upon which I sent by the Grand Sword-Bearer the following 
communication to the Eminent Sir Knight Huchinson, with in- 
structions to the Grand Sword Bearer to read to the delegates the 
communication of the Grand Master : — 


4 
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Eminent Sir James Hurcurnson, Chairman of Delegation of St. John’s Com- 
mandery. : 


Dear BroruEeR anv 81r Kwicut,— I have received from the Most Emi- 
nent William S. Gardner, Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, a communication which informs me of a contemplated meet- 
ing of delegates from three of the subordinates of this Grand Commandery, 
for the purpose of forming another Grand Commandery within its jurisdic- 
tion, and of a petition to him for permission to do so. 

In it the Grand Master also states, that to grant the petition is beyond his 
power, and refers it to me as the recognized head and executive officer of 
Templars within the Jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 

A little reflection will satisfy you that any meeting of Knights Templars 
within the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, for a purpose so hostile 
as the attempted usurpation of a portion of its territory, or the establishment 
of a conflicting Grand Body, is unconstitutional and inadmissable. What 
shall we say of such a meeting of Templars bound to this Grand Comman- 
dery by the most sacred of obligations and the strongest ties of allegiance ? 

If the time shall ever come when the connection of the Templars of 
Rhode Island with the Templars of Massachusetts becomes irksome to the 
former, and there is a permanency and unanimity of desire in all the subor- 
dinate Bodies of that portion of our jurisdiction for a separation, it will be- 
for this Grand Commandery to decide whether it will not yield toa new 
Grand Commandery a portion of its territory. In that event, it will be for 
the Templars of Massachusetts to decide whether they will object, though 
the separation would sever many dear ties that have bound us together from 
the origin of Templar Masonry on this continent. 

Iam yours in the bonds of knighthood, 
BengaMiIn Dean, 
Grand Commander. 
Boston, April 20, 1870. 


I afterwards received the following letter from Sir Knight 
Hutchinson : — 


Provipence, April 22, 1870. 
BrngaMIn Dean, Esq., Boston, Mass., 

Dear Sir anp M.E. Granp CommManpER, — I some time since sent a 
communication to the M.E. Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, together with several documents relative to the communication 
sent. Instead of receiving any notice from him, to which I supposed my age 
and standing in Masonry entitled me to expect, I, with others assembled, were 
summarily dismissed by your letter and messenger. As those documents can 
be of no further service to you, please return them to my address, and 
oblige 

Fraternally yours, 
JaMES HUTCHINSON. 
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I returned the following reply : — 


OFFICE OF THE GRAND COMMANDER OF THE 
Granp COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
Boston, April 25, 1870. 


Eminent Str Kyieut anp Dear Brotusr, —I am in receipt of yours 
of the twenty-second instant. In answer, I need only say, that for you, per- 
sonally, I have always felt the greatest respect and esteem. From the time | 
I first made your acquaintance my heart always felt kindly towards you, and 
I have every reason to believe that the feelings of the Grand Master to you 
are of the warmest chatacter. You say, in effect, that the Grand Master has 
dealt unkindly in not returning a reply directly to you. Consider how I 
shou!d have felt if he had. Suppose he had dealt directly with my subordi- 
nates, ignoring me and our Grand Commandery, and that with reference to 
the very dismemberment and dissolution of our Grand Commandery. He 
could not, in honor, nor according to masonic, military, or any civil discipline, 
do otherwise than as he did. If it had been within his power to grant your 
request, which it was not, he must have done it through me. 

You say you were summarily dismissed. Read my letter again, and see if 
it does anything but call you to a sense of your duty to your own Grand 
Commandery, and consider that you were endeavoring to supplant lawful 
authority, to break up your own Grand Commandery, by appealing to another 
authority, in disregard of your own vows of allegiance. Read it carefully, 
and then tell me whether it is not the mildest. Why did I use.such mild 
means? I knew what the result must be with such well-informed and 
loyal Sir Knights as composed the Convention, if their attention was only 
rightly directed. It would certainly give me pleasure to return the docu- 
ments, if that would efface what I trust will prove to have been a harmless 
and transient ebulition; but it is of such importance to have the Constitu- 
tional powers of our Grand Commandery determined in the minds of the 
brethren, that I want to lay the matter before the Council. 

I am yours in the bonds of knighthood, 
BrenJaMIN DEAN, 


Grand Commander. 
Eminent Sir James Hurcwinson. 


I have introduced these documents because they not only give 
you the official history of the episode, but because they contain 
decisions of the important questions which arose in it. 

' The documents referred to will be placed in the archives, to- 
gether with the following circular : — 
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Proviprxce, March —, 1870. 
SIR) oe ean aes 
Whereas, Saint John’s Commandery, No. 1, Washington Commandery, 
No. 4, and Holy Sepulchre Commandery, No. 8, have voted to send delegates 
to a Convention to form a Grand Commandery for the State of Rhode 
Island ; and 
Whereas, Said Convention hag been notified to meet in Ionic Hall, in the 
City of Providence, on Thursday, the twenty-first day of April, A.D. 1870, 
at eleven o’clock, a.m., for the purpose aforesaid: therefore, you being a 
member of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
residing in the State of Rhode Island, are fraternally invited to be present. 
James Hutcuinson, 
Chairman of the Delegation from St. John’s Commandery, No. 1. 


My first impulse, upon receipt of the Grand Master’s commu- 
nication, was to take no notice whatever of the proposed Conven- 
tion, being convinced that any assemblage of delegates from any 
three or more of the Commanderies of this jurisdiction would 
arrive at correct conclusions; and I am now well assured that 
my letter did not change the result, nor even hasten it. But 
when I reflected upon the fact, that those who originated the 
movement were so strangely in error regarding the powers and 
jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery, and of the Grand 
Master, and of the binding power of their own solemn obliga- 
tions of allegiance; when I considered that the well being and 
continuance of the system of Templarism, as it exists in the 
United States, depended upon a correct decision—so happily 
arrived at by the Grand Master — regarding the independence, 
within their borders, of the State Grand Commanderies; when I 
found that one of the Commanderies treated the change’ in 
nomenclature, adopted at the last meeting of this Grand Body, 
as affecting somewhat its allegiance; and, above all, when I 
reflected upon the danger, as a precedent, of allowing, without any 
notice from me, of an assemblage of Templars under bonds of 
allegiance to, and within the jurisdiction of this Grand Comman- 
dery, and without its consent previously obtained, to meet with the 
avowed purpose of effecting its dissolution, L could not reconcile 
such passiveness with my opinions of my duty. A belief in the 
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loyalty of the Convention, and a correct conclusion of its delib- 
erations, would not justify such a neglect of my duties to this 
Grand Body. 

Again, when I received the letter from our Eminent Brother 
Hutchinson, requesting a return of the documents sent by him 
to the Grand Master, my desire was to return them, and permit 
all record of this little episode to be, so far-as possible, blotted 
out; but I could not return them and properly discharge my 
duties to you. I am satisfied that the true course is to look at 
every question frankly as it arises. If there are any wrongs that 
exist, let them be righted: if any injustice, let it be corrected : 
if any complaint, let it be heard: if this Grand Commandery 
had better be divided, let it be divided; but let it be divided 
masonically, i.e., according to masonic law. 

The reasons for the formation of a new Grand Curiaander 
are contained in the resolutions passed by Saint John’s Com- 
mandery. It will be noticed that there are only two reasons 
given for the formation of a new Grand Body. 

First. That there are Templars enough in Rhode Island. But 
that alone is no reason at all. If the fact that there are Templars 
enough to make a new Grand Body is a sufficient reason, then 
there are enough in the jurisdiction for nine Grand Bodies. And 
if this Grand Body should be divided into Bodies equal to the 
number of subordinate Bodies in Rhode Island, it ought to be 
divided into four Grand Bodies. The other reason is, that by 
the change of nomenclature the ancient name of the Bodies 
under its jurisdiction has been extinguished; yet it does not 
even suggest that the contemplated new Grand Body was ex- 
peeted to restore the ancient name; in fact, the proposition 
was to form a new Grand Commandery, not a new Grand 
Encampment. 

It is obvious that if any reasons exist for a desire even for the 
formation of a new Grand Body, they are not stated. I cer- 
tainly know of none, nor do I learn or believe that the desire 
has any general existence. 
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I have heard that there have been expressions of dissatisfac- 
tion during the late movement regarding the distribution of the 
offices in this Body. Now, it is perhaps remarkable that we 
should have existed so long with so littlh-—if any now exists 
—cause of complaint from any quarter of our jurisdiction. 
Although our jurisdiction extends over two States alike — the 
dividing line having no masonic existence — still the existence of 
a division for political purposes, causes some minds to watch 
with a certain eagerness and jealous care over State importance, 
even masonically, and I would desire that this tendency be so far 
recognized that the smaller of the States shall certainly masoni- 
cally reap a benefit from our union. I always supposed she had 
enjoyed a larger share of the offices than proves to have been 
the case. 

My attention has been called to it on but two occasions. I 
remember well the election of our deceased Brother Field to the 
Grand Mastership. At that time the Massachusetts Sir Knights 
were determined that.a Grand Master should be elected from 
Rhode Island, and they pitched upon the most prominent mem- 
ber from Rhode Island for that purpose. 

The other occasion was at our last annual saasting: when 
E. Sir Charles Stott refused the office of Generalissimo, stating 
that he thought a Rhode Island Knight ought to be selected in 
preference, and an honored and prominent Rhode Island Sir 
Knight was chosen. It is but just, however, to say, that at that 
time, the members of the Body for Rhode Island deprecated any 
change on such grounds in the order of succession. 

It thus appears that the only public expressions have been by 
members from Massachusetts in favor of Rhode Island, and I am 
sure that if the existence of any such feeling in the minds of any 
of the Rhode Island brethren, however few, had been known, 
such is the love for them in the breasts of the members from 
Massachusetts, that it would have been obliterated forever by 
overwhelming indulgence. 

I have looked over the records, so far as printed, with the 
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following result: the number of Rhode Island Commanderies 
entitled her to five of the Grand Masters —she has had six; to 
five of the Deputy Grand Masters—-she has had six; to seven 
of the Grand Generalissimos—she has had nine; to eight 
Grand Captains-General — she has had twelve. 

Her proportion of all the Grand Officers, according to the 
number of her Commanderies, would have been as follows : — 


Comman- 


deries. Officers. 
In 1868, _ 4, — she had 6. 
“s 1864, pon, 4, oe a “« 6, 
“ 1865, eas 8, es “ « 4, 
1866, _ 8, _ ee: 
“ 1867, ane 8, Poa ot9 “« 9, 
« 1868, — 8, _ Ce ON. 
“ 1869, pa, 4, a Cle. 


Total entitled to, twenty-four — has had twenty-eight. 

In 1867 and 1868 only, did Rhode Island have a less represen- 
tation than the number of her Commanderies would on that basis 
entitle her to. In making these figures all the officers are con- 
sidered, while it is well known that the positions of Treasurer, 
_ Recorder, and Sentinel, have been considered as permanent, for 
convenience; and, therefore, for the offices annually open for 
competition, Rhode Island Sir Knights appear to have largely 
commended themselves to their brethren. 

It is certain that the desire for the formation of a new Grand 
Commandery does not arise from the existence of any wrong, 
injustice, or unfairness of this Grand Body, nor from any feeling 
of alienation between the sections of this jurisdiction. If it 
exists, it must be due to a desire for change, a fondness for new 
things, which once in a while will seize upon any body of men, 
but which should not be encouraged in an Institution that owes 
so much to its dignity, — to its established antiquity, 

The danger of submitting to such a weakness, was the reason 
why this Grand Body so strenuously adhered to everything 
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ancient, and so reluctantly permitted any invasion, even upon 
ancient names. If this acquiescence, for peace sake, proves to 
be the leader of a train of changes, including the dissolution 
of this Body, we shall certainly regret the day when we yielded 
to the first innovation. 

But who should watch over the existence of this Grand Com- 
mandery with the most jealous care? Certainly the Sir Knights 
of Rhode Island. It is the oldest Grand Commandery in the 
United States. Would you have it the youngest? Where was 
it founded? In Providence, Rhode Island. Who was the chief 
architect? Thomas Smith Webb, of Rhode Island. This Grand 
Body then claimed jurisdiction of the United States. 

' When we cast our minds back to the few prominent Templars 
of those days, and see them engaged at one time in their ardent 
labors, determining the details of the Ritual, and at another ~ 
planning for its extensive spread over the land; forming Grand 
Encampments and General Grand Encampments; exhibiting 
the most wonderful foresight and capacity for organization, 
the fruits of which we now see in every section of this wide- 
spread nationality, ought we to be stimulated to preserve, or 
pull down the wall of their labors? Their conceptions were large 
and grand: shall ours be diminutive and narrow? . 

I have no doubt it will be for our Rhode Island Commanderies 
to decide this question. If you, Sir Knights of Rhode Island, 
are unanimous in a desire for separation; you, Sir Knights of 
Massachusetts, will not exert your numerical strength to hold 


_ them in unhappy bonds. But are the bonds unhappy? Is not 


our organization an exceedingly happy one? When we meet in 
Providence are we not welcomed with the genial smile and 
generous, hearty grip of the hand. Has the time ever been when 
the Sir Knights of Massachusetts were not more glad to meet 
the Rhode Island Sir Knights than those of their own State? It 
is certain that the interest in our Grand Assemblies has been 
increased tenfold by the union of the two States under one 
jurisdiction. 


‘OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 33 


The decision of the Grand Master, which I have read, is no 
new doctrine. 

In the published Proceedings of the Grand Commandery of 
Illinois, there appears a very exhaustive opinion of the Grand - 
Master, addressed to R.E. Sir F. R. Gorin, Grand Commander, in 
which the whole subject is considered at length, and the decisions 
of previous Grand Masters given and commented on. It was in 
answer to the following inquiry : — . 


“A was arraigned before his Commandery, and tried upon charges, and 
found guilty, and sentenced to indefinite suspension, from which he appéaled 
to the Grand Commandery, where the decision was reversed; from which 
said judgment of reversal the Commandery takes an appeal to the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 

Question. What is the standing of the Sir Knight, if any? What rights has 
he? Does the judgment of suspension rest upon him until a final decision 
is had; or does the decision of the Grand Commandery hold until the Grand 
Encampment decides upon the case ? 


The Grand Master concludes his opinion as follows : — 


“ After a careful consideration of the case you present, I have come to 
the conclusion that the subordinate Commandery had no right to appeal 
from the Grand Commandery of Illinois to the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, and that the decision of your Grand Commandery, in revers- 
ing the decision of its subordinate Commandery, was final and conclusive. - 
The Sir Knight, therefore, has no judgment of suspension resting upon him, 
a final decision in his case having been reached.” 


A similar decision was given in the case of an appeal by a 
subordinate Commandery from the Grand Commandery of Vir- 
-ginia; and the Grand Commander of that State suspended 
the subordinate Commandery, as I am informed, for presum- 
ing to make the appeal. 

In the printed Proceedings of our Grand Encampment for 
1863, the Grand Master gives the history of the formation of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States. On page 8, —after 


showing the fallacy of the claim made by some, that it was 
5 
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formed by delegates from subordinate Encampments, and assert- 
ing that it was formed by delegates from State Grand Encamp- 
ments, — he says, — 


“Any other conclusion will lead to the irresistible conviction, that the 
General Grand Encampment of the United States was founded in rebellion, 
and was the fruit of a revolt.” 


I will not trouble you with quotations from the addresses of 
the Grand Master while he was Grand Master of our own 
Grand Encampment, and which, with exhausting quotation and 
argument, have established and confirmed the doctrine of the 
entire authority of all State Grand Commanderies within their 
territory. They are too familiar to you. In fact, I know of but 
one instance in which he has made suggestions tending to 
another opinion, and those suggestions are more than answered 
and set at rest by more solemn decisions. 

I ought not, however, to omit an allusion to a report signed by 
three of our Past Masters, M.E. Sir William Sewall Gardner, 
and the R.E. Sir Charles W. Moore and Sir James Hutchinson, 
in which they say,—‘‘ The separate independent sovereignty of 
each State impressed itself upon the different organizations and 
societies existing in the country, and Knighthood, following the 
example set by other national institutions, preserved in each 
State its Grand Encampments, independent, supreme, and sov- 
ereign, except only in those particulars in which jurisdiction was 
yielded to the General Grand Body of Templars of the United 
States.” 

I remember well, that at one of the first meetings of this Grand 
Encampment which I ever attended, the subject of nomenclature 
arose, — De Molay Encampment having adopted the use of that 
prescribed by the General Grand Eneampment,—and Grand 
Master Harwood then decided that no subordinate Body had a 
right to know anything of any decrees, orders, or changes, until 
they had been adopted by and promulgated by this Grand En- 
campment. 
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With reference to the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, this Grand Commandery is the subordinate. The Grand 
Encampment can only deal with us as a Grand Commandery. 
And we deal with our own subordinates. 

This Grand Commandery is a member of the Grand Encamp- 
ment: its officers are entitled to seats and votes at its meetings. 
Our subordinates have neither membership in, nor seats, voice, 
or vote in its deliberations. 

. Any other law would be productive of confusion worse con- 
founded. if this Grand Commandery were not sovereign within 
its borders, it would cease to be a Grand Commandery. The 
sovereignty of a Grand Body within its borders is a landmark 
in Masonry which cannot be lost, except with its existence. 

At our last Annual Assembly, among the many amendments 
to the Constitution which were adopted in gross— and without 
the brethren being aware of their significance —is the addition 
at the close of the Third Section of the words, ‘‘ and the Grand 
Encampment of the United States.” 

The whole sentence now reads, — 


“Tt has supreme authority throughout this jurisdiction in all matters per- 
taining to Templar Masonry, subject only to the ancient landmarks of the 
Order, and the Grand Encampment of the United States.” 


The committee who reported upon this adoption informs me, 
that they construed the clause as an acknowledgment of the alle- 
giance of this Grand Commandery to the Grand Encampment ; — - 
and not as yielding or acknowledging any authority of that Body 
over our subordinates. 

And, although my own interpretation agrees with that of the 
Committee, it is for you to decide whether you will permit in, 
your Constitution language which might lead astray minds 
which regard only the grammatical construction of language, 
without considering the subject treated, and the general law 
which it is intended to express. 
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The question in my own mind is, whether it is not agreeing in 
advance to every change in the Constitution of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States, even though its adoption should 
depend upon the adoption of it by a given number of the State 
Grand Commanderies. 

Let me explain. 

In 1864, in the resolutions of agreement between the Grand 
Encampment of the United States and the Grand Commandery 
of Ohio, it was provided ‘‘that no change in the Constitution 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States, interfering with 
the powers of the State Grand Encampments or Commanderies, 
or adding to the powers of the National Grand Body, ought to 
be made, until such change shall have been approved by a ma- 
jority of the State Grand Bodies.” . Now, suppose such a change 
should be made, might it not be held that the above clause in 
our Constitution is an approval of the change, and that no 
further action on our part is necessary? If so, we may be held 
to assist in making changes of the Constitution of the Grand 
Encampment, which, if called to pass upon, we would not ap- 
prove, and which for the want of our concurrence might not be 
effected. 

There are other considerations relating to this subject that 
I would like to call to your attention, but I have already 
extended these remarks further than I intended. 

Whatever decisions you may arrive at will be satisfactory to 
me. My only desire is, that the importance and tendency and 
effect of changes shall be understood and appreciated. 

Narragansett Commandery (v.p.), E. Sir James H. Pendle- 
ton, Commander, in obedience to my call, will exemplify the 
work on the Orders of the Red Cross and Temple; and F. Sir 


.John Dean, Commander of Worcester County Commandery, 


with his officers, will exemplify, if desired, the work on the 
Order of Malta. 


On motion of E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, the address was 
referred to the following committee, E. Sir Knights 
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N. Van Slyck, Z. L. Bicknell, and Josiah Whittaker, who, 
subsequently, reported as follows : — 


To the R.E. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars, 
and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

Your committee upon the R.E. Grand Commander’s address, 
this day referred to it, respectfully report the following recom- 
mendations : — 

First. That the subject of the deaths of the late Past Grand 
Masters Field and Hews, and of Commander J. Harding Smith, 
be referred to committees of three each. 

Second. That the question of the jurisdiction of the Com- 
manderies in the city of Boston be referred to a committee of 
five. 

Third. That so much of said address as refers to matters in 
Rhode Island, and the action of the R.E. Grand Commander in 
reference thereto, be referred to a committee of seven, with-in- 
structions to report at the next Annual Meeting of this Body. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
N. Van Strycx. 
_Z. Li. BIcKNELL. 
Jostan WHITTAKER. 


E. Sir W. W. Baker moved that the report be accepted, 
and the recommendations adopted. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Junior Grand Warden, in behalf 
of himself; of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, of which he 
was a member; and in behalf of the Sir Knights of Rhode 
Island,— hoped the third recommendation would not be 
adopted. 

He was confident that there was not now, nor ever had 
been, any general desire on the part of the Rhode Island 
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Knights to have a separate Grand Commandery ; and if there 
had been a desire for it, he was sure that it was confined to a 
a very few. 

Now, after the exhaustive and fraternal treatment of the 
whole subject by the R.E. Grand Commander, he believed 
the proposition was dead, and sincerely hoped that the third 
recommendation would be withdrawn, and that the subject 
would be allowed to rest, without giving it the importance of 
referring it to a committee. 

He did not believe a report of a committee could add to 
the general desire that this Grand Commandery remain as it 
now is. ; 

Sir Edward L. Freeman, Generalissimo of Holy Sepul- 
chre Commandery, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, addressed 
the Grand Body in a similar strain, and claimed that the 
Body he represented did not intend to send delegates to a 
convention to form a new Grand Commandery, but only to 
appoint a committee to consider the question of sending 
them; and that, by an unintentional mistake, the Recorder 
had entered the motion “to send delegates.” 

This, Holy Sepulchre Commandery did not want done. 
That Body was well contented with things as they are, and 
he was confident that the sentiments of the members of the 
Fraternity in Rhode Island so accorded with those expressed 
by the Grand Commander, that it would be best to. leave it 
where his address left it; and by not sending it to a com- 
mittee, we should be approving his sentiments. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck explained that the committee 
on the Grand Commander’s address, thought the matter of 
sufficient importance to go to a committee, but as it was evi- 
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dent that this Grand Body considered that the subject had 
been sufficiently administered upon by the Grand Commander 
he would, with the unanimous consent of the Grand Com- 
mandery, withdraw the third recommendation. 

Accordingly, unanimous consent being given, the third 
recommendation was withdrawn, and the motion adopted. 


PETITION FOR A GRAND ENCAMPMENT. 


OFFicE oF THE REcorDER, ProvipEnce, R.I. 
April 4. 1870, A.O. 752. 


Ata Regular Aaseatly of Saint John’s Commandery, No. 1, 
held in Ionic Hall, February 7, A.O. 752, the following Preamble 
and Resolutions were unanimously adopted : — 


IN 8T. JOHN’S COMMANDERY, Providence, R.F. 

Whereas, The number of Knights Templars within the State of Rhode 
Island has so increased as to be greater than in most of the other States 
having separate jurisdictions; and 

Whereas, The nomenclature adopted by the late Grand Racamsaent of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island has extinguished the ancient name of the 
Bodies under ita jurisdiction; and 

Whereas, In the opinion of this Body, no objection now exists to forming 
a Grand Encampment of Knights Templars within and for the State of 
Rhode Island ; be it, therefore, 

Resolved, That this Body earnestly recommend to our sister Commanderies 
within this State, that they each send three delegates to a convention to be 
called, to meet in the city of Providence, on the..... day of...., 
187 . , for the purpose of taking the steps necessary for the speedy formation 
of a State Grand Commandery. 

Resolved, That Sir Knights James Hutchinson, Rev. Henry W. Rugg, 
and Edward B. Knight, be, and they are hereby, appointed such delegates 
on the part of St. John’s Commandery of Providence. 

Resolved, That the said convention be, and they are hereby, empowered 
and directed to petition the M.E. Grand Master of Templars of the United 
States for a Warrant of Constitution for a State Grand Commandery for the 
State of Rhode Island. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions be sent 
to each of our sister Commanderies within this State. 


Attest : Joun G. TILLinesast, 
Recorder. 
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At a Regular Assembly. of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, held 
at their Asylum on Friday evening, February 11, A.D. 1870, 
A.O. 752, the within petition was received, and the accompanying 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, and ordered placed upon 
the records of this Commandery. 

A vote is also passed empowering the Eminent Commander to 
appoint three delegates, on the part of Holy Sepulchre Comman- 
dery, to attend a convention in the city of Providence (when 
_ the same shall be holden), for the purpose of co-operating with 
her sister Commanderies in attaining the objects herein set forth. 


Attest : _B. G Perms, 
Recorder. 


A communication is received from St. John’s Commandery, No. 
1, of Providence. R.I., which is read and ordered on file. 

When, upon motion, it is unanimously voted, That Washington 
Commandery, No. 4, approve of the object therein named, viz. : 
the formation of a State Grand Commandery of Knight Templars 
and Appendant Orders. 

That so much as refers to this Commandery is adopted ; and 
that we appoint as our delegates to represent us in the convention 
named in said communication, Sir Knights E. John Eldred, E. 
Commander Gilbert Chase, and William J. Underwood. 


Attest : Rosert S. FRANKLIN, 


Extract from the Records of a Special Assembly of the Sir 
Knights of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, held at their Asylum, 
Masonic Temple, Friday evening, March 25, A.D. 1870, A.O. 
752. 


“Tn accordance with a previous vote of this Commandery, the Eminent 
Commander hereby appoints Sir Knights E. L. Freeman, J. Sewell Read, and 
Edwin Clapp, delegates on the part of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, to 
attend a convention in the city of Providence (when the same shall be 
holden), and are hereby empowered and directed, as members of said con- 
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vention, to petition the M.E. Grand Master of Templars of the United States 
for a Warrant of Constitution for a State Grand Commandery for the State 
of Rhode Island.” 


Attest : BenyamMin G. PERKINS, 
Recorder, 


The R.E. Grand Commander appointed as a committee to 
prepare and present resolutions on the death of Past Grand 
Master E. Sir William Field, —E. Sir Knights Horace 
Daniels, A. Crawford Greene, and James Salsbury. 

The committee subsequently reported as follows :— 


The committee appointed to prepare suitable resolutions on the 
death of Past Grand Master William Field, would offer the fol- 
lowing : — 

Whereas, It has pleased the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe 
to remove by death our venerable Past Grand Master, Sir Wil- 
liam Field, the days of whose years were more than three score 
and ten, and whose masonic history extended over a period of 
fifty years; therefore, 

Resolved, That in the death of Sir Knight William Field, this 
Grand Body, and the Masonic Fraternity, are bereaved of a 
zealous and faithful Brother ; the community, of a valued citizen ; 
and society, of a sympathizing friend. 

Resolved, That, while we bow in submission to the Divine 
will, which has called our beloved companion from his earthly 
pilgrimage, we trust that he offered suitable gifts at the shrine of 
our departed Lord, and has entered the asylum of everlasting 
peace and happiness. 

Resolved, That we will gratefully cherish his memory, as an 
upright Mason and Christian man, and affectionately tender to 
his family our heartfelt sympathy, and commend them to the 


consolation of Divine grace. 
Horace DanizEzs. 


A. CrRAwrorD GREENE. 


JaMES SALSBURY. 
Adopted. 
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The R.E. Grand Commander appointed E. Sir Knights — 
Winslow Lewis, Abraham A. Dame, and Gilbert Nurse, a 
committee to prepare and present resolutions on the death of 
Past Grand Master E. Sir John Hews. 

The committee, through E. Sir Winslow Lewis, reported 
as follows, which was accepted : — 


One of the oldest of our number, Sir John Hews, Past Grand 
Master,—honored by an upright and consistent life, as a man 
and as a Sir Knight, — has left our ranks, and been enrolled on 
high. 

He died at Cambridgeport, March 17, at the ripe age of nearly 
eighty-four years, and was buried at Mount Auburn. His funeral 
was attended by many loving brethren; and in depositing his 
worn out frame in the earth, there was no regret, but a cheerful 
resignation to the will of Him who was with him through a long, 
tranquil, and peaceful life. 

He had no element of greatness, as a characteristic, for eulogy 
or laudation, in the common phraseology and meaning: no ripe 
education, nor fashionable polish; but his head was well taught 
and disciplined to high duty and. lofty principle. His convictions 
were for the right and true, and the path those traced he ever 
followed. He was a true gentleman in its best acceptance, — kind, 
courteous, affectionate, gentle; wounding none, attracting all. 

I would not intrude my personal feelings at the loss of this old 
friend, but, pardon me (if one is required), that forty years of 
fraternal friendship demand not only the tribute of my pen, but of 
my heart, to him who had my veneration and love. But those 
once loved, to us never die. They are absent only from our out- 
ward senses, and death comes to none except to bring a blessing. 
It is no misfortune to lay aside those well-loved weeds of earth 
and be immortal. Let our Records testify the respect in which 
the departed was held, by the following resolutions : — 

Resolved, That this Grand Commandery, in common with 
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those Masonic Institutions which have been bereft of a much re- 
spected associate, by the death of Sir John Hews, would attest 
the regard which will ever be attached to his memory, as a faith- 
ful and true Sir Knight and Brother. Beloved by all, in the 
fullness of life, he has left earth for the asylum of Heaven. 

Resolved, That our tenderest sympathies are with his family, 
especially the aged partner with whom so many years of domestic 
happiness have been passed. The separation must be brief, and 
an eternal union will cement them in bonds to last forever. 


In Granp Asyium, Provipence, R.I. May 27, 1870. 

The committee to whom was referred the matter of preparing - 
a testimonial on the decease of E. Sir Jason Harding Smith, submit 
the following : — 

Since the last Annual Conclave, death has taken from our lines 
one who was well beloved and affectionately esteemed by all who 
knew him. On the twentieth of April, 1870, Sir Jason Harding 
Smith closed his earthly pilgrimage. On the twenty-third of 
April he was buried with masonic honors by Montgomery 
Lodge, of Milford, Massachusetts, — Milford Commandery acting 
as an escort, and detailing a body guard, — several Knights from 
abroad being present. 

He was born in Medfield, Massachusetts, on the twelfth of 
April, 1832. He was elected and installed Commander of Milford 
Commandery September 28, 1868, and filled the station until 
the time of his death, with marked ability. As a leading 
merchant in his place of residence, he bore the reputation of being 
strictly an honest man, a generous friend, and an estimable 
citizen. 

By this dispensation of the Divine will, his widow and children, 
relatives, the Commandery over which he presided, this Grand 
Body, and the community, have been called to mourn the loss of 
one whose station in life was most honorably filled, and whose — 
character seemed above reproach ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this admonition of our Father in Heaven 
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should be received in humble trust, and lead us all to the realiza- 
tion that ‘‘ earth is not our home ;” but believing that ‘‘ God is 
a tower of strength to those who put their trust in Him,” we 
may find support in leaning thereon, and refresh ourselves anew 
when wearied by travelling the hard and rugged paths of life. 

_ Resolved, That our heartfelt sympathy be tendered to his 
family and relatives, in this their deep affliction; and that we 
may, by emulating the virtues of our late associate, and keeping 
fresh his memory, be led to better thoughts and nobler deeds. 

‘“‘ How sad would be this world, and drear, 
Were not the blest hope given, 
That as love’s circles narrow here, 
They’re widening in heaven.” 
Respectfully submitted, 
Groree E. Sracy. 
LEONARD FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
S. C. Sumner. 


The following Sir Knights were recognized as Proxies: 
Sir Abraham H. Howland, for Sir John A. Lee, Generalissimo 
of Sutton Commandery; Sir J. D. Parker, for Sir Thomas 
Winship, Generalissimo of Hugh De Payens Commandery. 

The R.E. Grand Commander appointed the following 
committee on the jurisdiction of the Commanderies within 
the city of Boston: E. Sir Knights D. McBean Thaxter, 
Thomas A. Doyle, Charles E. Powers, S. J. M. Homer, 
and A. Crawford Greene. 

The roll of Commanderies was called, and the following 
found to be represented : — _ 


Saint JoHn’s. PALEstTINne. Wixstow Lewis. 
WASHINGTON. MILrorp. Hues De PAYeEns. 
Worcester County. Saint BeRnarp. Saint Omer. 
SPRINGFIELD. CaLvVaRy. Woonsocket. 

De Motar: — - Oup Cotony. NakRAGANSETT. 

Hory SEPruLcaRe. Surron. GoprrREY DE BourILion. 
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The R.E. Grand Commander then introduced the E. Sir 
J. M. Pendleton, Commander of Narragansett Comman- 

_dery, of Westerly, R.I., working under Dispensation, who, 
assisted by the officers of his Commandery, exemplified the 
work on the Order of the Red Cross in a very efficient 
manner. 

The R.E. Grand Commander again assumed the East, 
when he announced that he had taken the precaution to 
cauge a-collation to be provided in an adjoining apartment. 
This he did to save time, and afford all present an opportu- 
nity to remain the entire day. 

Whereupon, it was moved and Voted, That the action of 
the R.E. Grand Commander be endorsed. 

E. Sir | Robert Henry, Sir Joseph Winsor, and E. Sir 
John Shepley, were appointed a committee on granting a 
Charter to Narragansett Commandery ; and the records and 

_ other papers touching the subject were referred to them. 

The M.E. Grand Master of Knights Templars, William 
Sewall Gardner, entered the Grand Asylum unofficially, 
but he was promptly received with the honors due his high 
station. . 

KE. Sir. J. M. Pendleton called attention to the location 
of Narragansett Commandery; that it was adjoining a 
town in Connecticut wherein many Companions resided, 
some of whom would be applicants for the Orders of 
Knighthood, provided arrangements could be made to give 

the Commandery jurisdiction. This, he thought, could be 
done by consent of the proper authorities in Connecticut. 

It was accordingly Voted, That the whole subject be 
referred to the R.E. Grand Commander, with full powers. 
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The R.E. Grand Commander called attention to the sub- 
ject of a General Encampment of the several Comman- 
- deries in the Jurisdiction. He stated that some desire had 
been expressed in favor of it, and he brought the matter 
before this Body for its consideration. 

_ On motion, it was Voted, That the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Grand Council, with full powers. 

By order of the R.E. Grand Commander, the Grand 
Commandery was called off until 2.30 o’clock, P.M. © 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The hour having arrived to which the Grand Comman- 
dery was called off, the R.E. Grand Commander in the_ 
East called the Knights to order. 

E. Sir John Eldred offered the following resolution : — 


Resolved, That Section 6 of Article II. of the Constitution of 
this Grand Commandery, be amended by striking the word 
‘* five” from the sixth line, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word ‘ two.” 


The resolution was referred to the following committee: 
E. Sir A. Crawford Greene, E. Sir Charles A. Stott, and 
Sir Joseph Winsor. 
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On motion of E. Sir N. Van Slyck, it was Voted, To 
refer so much of the R.E. Grand Commander’s Address as 
refers to the amendment of Section 3, Article I., of the 
Constitution, to a committee of five. The following 
Knights were appointed a Committee: E. Sir Charles W. 
Moore, E. Sir Charles A. Stott, E. Sir William B. Bland- 
ing, E. Sir James Salsbury, and Sir Clement A. Walker. 

The R.E. Grand Commander again invited Sir J. M. 
Pendleton to the East, and he, with his officers, exemplified 
the work on the Order of the Temple in a very efficient 
manner. 

The R.E. Grand Commander having previously an- 
nounced that, as it was necessary for him to return to Boston 
before the business of the day could be completed, the V.E. 
Deputy Grand Commander would assume the labors of the 
East. 

The following report was offered : — 


Provipence R.I., May 27, 1870. 

The committee to whom was referred the application of the 
Sir Knights of Narragansett Commandery that a Charter may 
be granted them, have examined the records of their proceedings 
while working under Dispensation, and find them to have been 
carefully and neatly kept. , 

They have also examined the code of By-Laws presented, and 
find them to be in accordance with the regulations of this Grand 
Body, with the exception of Section 5, Article I. 

They would respectfully recommend that a Charter be granted. 

Rosert Henry. 
J. Winsor. 
JouN SHEPLEY. 
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On motion of Sir N. Van Slyck, it was Voted, That the 
By-Laws submitted by Narragansett Commandery, be 
amended to conform to the regulations of this Grand 
Commandery. 

On motion of Sir N. Van Slyck, it was Voted, That the 
report be accepted, and a Charter granted as prayed for. 

It was also Voted, That the Dispensation be continued 
until such time as the Commandery shall be constituted. 

The V.E. Deputy Grand Commander then invited E. Sir 
John Dean to the East, who, with his officers, exemplified 
the work on the Order of Malta in a very excellent manner. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott offered the following reso- 


lution : — 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Commandery be, and 
the same are, hereby tendered to Narragansett Commandery, 
under Dispensation, for the exemplification of the Orders of the 
Red Cross and the Temple. 


On motion, the resolution was adopted. 
E. Sir Henry W. Warren offered the following reso- 
lution : — 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Commandery be, and 
the same are, hereby tendered to E. Sir John Dean, and his 
assistants, for their exemplification of the Order of Malta. 


On motion, the resolution was adopted. 

Remarks were made by E. Sir Abraham A. Dame and 
others, in regard to the Ritual of the Orders, which led to 
the following motion, by E. Sir Charles A. Stott : — 
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Moved, That a committee of three or more be appointed by the 
R.E. Grand Commander, to prepare and report a system of 
Work or Ritual of the Orders, to be adopted by this Grand 
Commandery at its next Annual Assembly. 


The motion was unanimously adopted. 

KE. Sir Charles A. Stott having asked to be excused from: 
serving on. the committee, the R.E. Grand Commander 
appointed V.E. Sir William S. Shurtleff, and E. Sir Knights : 
William W. Baker, Charles H. Titus, Daniel Harwood, 
and John Eldred, as a Committee on Ritual. 

There being no further business, prayer was offered by 
the E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, Grand Prelate. ) 

The V.E. Deputy Grand Commander declared the Grand 


Asylum closed. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 
SEPTEMBER 26, 1870. 


A Spreciat AssemBiy of the Grand CoMMANDERY OF 
Knicuts Tempuars AND APPENDANT ORDERS oF Mas- 
SACHUSETTS AND RuopE IsLaNpD was held at Westerly, 
county of Washington, and State of Rhode Island, on Mon- 
day, September 26, 1870. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in Due Array, and 
opened in Form at 8 o’clock, P.M. 


Officers Present. 


R.E. Sir Benzgamin Dean. Grand Commander. 


be ed bd bed et bad tb at 


. Sir Nricnotas Van Siyck Grand Generalissimo. 
Sir Coantes Apams Stott. Grand Captain-General. 
Sir Rev. Jonn WiLi1am DapMuNn Grand Prelate. 

Sir Horacz DaniEts . Junior Grand Warden. 
Sir Wittiam PanKMAN ... Grand Treasurer. 

Sir Aurrep F. Coarman Grand Recorder. 

Sir Epwarp H. Brainarp . Grand Sword-Bearer. 
Sir G. T. Swarrz,as . ‘4 - Grand Standard-Bearer. 

. Sir Henry P. PERKINS ... . Grand Warder. 

. Sir Levi L. Wessrer Grand Captain of the Guards. 

. Sir Espen Frace Gar . Grand Sentinel. 


The R.E. Grand Commander stated that this assembly 
was called for the purpose of constituting Narragansett 
Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders, 
and installing its officers. 
The Grand Officers were then escorted into the Asylum 
of Narragansett Commandery, and received by the Sir 
Knights, formed in Due Array, with all the honors due on 
the occasion. : 
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The R.E. Grand Commander then proceeded to form and 
open Narragansett Commandery of Knights Templars and 
Appendant Orders in Due and Ancient Form, and proc- 
lamation thereof was made by E. Sir Henry P. Perkins, 
Grand Warder, E. Sir Horace Daniels acting as Senior 
Grand Warden. 

The official obligation was then administered, and the 
R.E. Grand Commander installed Sir James M. Pendleton, 
Eminent Commander; Sir George G. Stillman, General- 
issimo; Sir J. Alonzo Babcock, Captain-General ; together 
with the remaining officers. 

The. R.E. Grand Commander was assisted in the installa- 
tion ceremonies by E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, E. Sir 
Charles A. Stott, and E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, after 
which the usual proclamation was made by E. Sir Henry 
P. Perkins, Grand Warder. 

The R.E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 
ing — 

ADDRESS. 
Sir KNIGHTS OF NARRAGANSETT COMMANDERY : — 

I know something of the perplexities attending the choice of a 
name for a Commandery of Knights Templars; of the various 
suggestions ; of the reason for discarding this name, and not lik- 
ing that name; and of the feeling that all the good names are 
appropriated by others. I have been through it all: the discus- 
sions whether the name of a renowned Templar, or of some 
place rendered famous by the crusades, or of some modern 
masonic celebrity, or of the place of the (Encampment’s) Com- 
mandery’s location would be the most appropriate; and have 
known many long meetings of intelligent men consumed in reject- 
ing proposed names, until at last one has been chosen because a 
name must be had, not because the name adopted was altogether 
satisfactory. 
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: I do not know that the Knights of this Commandery were 
troubled by any of these familiar perplexities. If you were, you, 
certainly, at last, brought up far from the beaten track. The 
name of no Templar Warrior, nor Templar Martyr, is embla- 
zoned om your banner to keep green, in the memory, the valor and 
constancy of the protectors of the Holy Places. You unfurl to 
the bright rays of the rising sun, the euphoneous name of a 
powerful savage tribe that once inhabited these beautiful shores, — 
Narragansett Commandery. 

The name seems to me not only exceedingly beautiful in itself, 
but its adoption the result of a really chivalrous sentiment. 

We have possession of their lands; and where in all the world 
was there a country better adapted to their wants? Fish and 
game in abundance; and a moderate quantity of maize supplied 
their simple wants. 
. But they are gone! The factory, with its busy and wealth-pro- 
ducing hum, has supplanted the wigwam of poles and bark and 
skins; and the sail and steam of commerce has supplanted the 
feathery birch canoe. 
* ‘It is certainly chivalrous and knightly to place the uname of a 
people we have wronged (perhaps the wrong was inevitable, but. 
still a wrong,) in a place of honor among ourselves, not only as 
a reminder of the instability of all earthly things, but, also, as an 
atonement for their wrongs and sufferings. 

But that is not all: we, who are accustomed to draw lessons of 
instruction and inspiration from the deeds of warriors and mar- 
tyrs, may, from a Narragansett King, draw a lesson of fidelity 
scarcely surpassed by that of the Junior Grand Warden of the 
P. Grand Lodge at Jerusalem. 

Washington Irving, in his sketch of the life of King Philip, 
in telling the story of the attack upon the Narragansetts, because 
Canonchet, their sachem, received and welcomed his friend, 
gays, — , 

“The fate of the brave and generous Canonchet is worthy of particular 


mention ; the last scene of his life is one of the noblest instances on record 
of Indian magnanimity. 
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“Broken down in his power and resources by this signal defeat, yet faithful 
to his ally, and to the hapless cause which he had espoused, he rejected 
all overtures of peace offered on condition of betraying Philip and his fol- 
lowers, and declared that ‘he would fight it out to the last man, rather 
than become a servant to the English.’ : 

“ Hie home being destroyed : his country harrassed and laid waste by the 
incursions of the conquerers, he was obliged to wander away to the bank of 
the Connecticut, where he formed a rallying point to the whole body of 
Western Indians, and laid waste several English settlements. 

“Early in the spring he departed on a hazardous expedition, with only 
thirty men, to penetrate to Seaconck, in the vicinity of Mount Hope, and to 
procure seed corn to plant for the sustenance of his troops. This little band 
of adventurers had passed safely through the Pequod country, and were in 
the centre of the Narragansett, resting at some wigwams near Pawtucket 
river, when an alarm was given of an approaching enemy. Having but 
seven men with him at the time, Canonchet dispatched two of them to the 
top of a neighboring hill, to bring intelligence of the foe. 

“ Panic-struck by the appearance of a troop of English and Indians, rap- 
idly advancing, they fled in breathless terror past their chieftain, without 
stopping to inform him of the danger. Canonchet sent another scout, who 
did the same. 

. “He then sent two more, one of whom, hurrying back in confusion and 
affright, told him that the whole British army was at hand. 

“*Canonchet saw there was no choice but immediate flight. He attempted 
to escape round the hill, but was perceived and hotly pursued by the hostile 
Indians, and a few of the fleetest of the English. Finding the swiftest 
pursuer close upon his heels, he threw off first his blanket, then his silver- 
laced coat and belt of peag, by which his enemies knew him to be Canon- 
chet, and redoubled the eagerness of pursuit. 

‘At length, in dashing through the river, his foot slipped upon a stone, 
and he fell so deep as to wet his gun. This accident so struck him with 
despair, that, as he afterward confessed, ‘his heart and bowels turned within 
him, and he became like a rotten stick, void of strength.’ 

“To such a degree was he unnerved, that being seized by a Pequod 
Indian within a short distance of the river, he made no resistance, though a 

"man of great vigor of body, and boldness of heart. But on being made 
prisoner, the whole pride of his spirit rose within him, and from that moment 
we find, in the anecdotes given by his enemies, nothing but repeated flashes 
of elevated and prince-like heroism. 

“ Being questioned by one of the English who first came up with him, 
and who had not attained his twenty-second year, the proud-hearted war- 
rior, looking with lofty contempt upon his youthful countenance, replied, 
‘you are a child; you cannot understand matters of war; let your brother 
or chief come, him will I answer.’ 

“Though repeated offers were made to him of his life, on condition of 
submitting with his nation to the English, yet he rejected them with disdain, 


“ 
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and refused to send any proposals of the kind to the great body of his sub- 
jects, saying that he knew none of them would comply. Being reproached 
with his breach of faith towards the whites; his boast, that he would not 
deliver a Wampanoag, nor the paring of a Wampanoag’s nail; and his 
threat, that he would burn the English alive in their houses, he disdained to 
justify himself, haughtily answering that ‘ others were as forward for the war 
as himself, and he desired to hear no more thereof.’ 

‘“So noble and unshaken a spirit, so true a fidelity to his cause and his 
friend, might have touched the feelings of the generous and the brave ; but 
Canonochet was an Indian ,—a being towards whom war had no courtesy, 
humanity no law, religion no compassion : he was condemned to die. 

“‘ The last words of his that are recorded, are worthy the greatness of his 
soul. When sentence of death was passed upon him, he observed ‘that he 
liked it well, for he should die before his heart was soft, or he had spoken 
anything unworthy of himself.’ 

‘“‘ His enemies gave him the death of a soldier, for he was shot at Ston- 
ingham, by three young sachems of his own rank.” 


The king of the Narragansetts could not violate a law nor 
betray a trust: his life was, with him, nothing in the compari- 
son. The widow’s son of the tribe of Nepthali could do no more. 
The Grand Commandery will ever look to Narragansett Com- 
mandery with confidence for assistance and support in every 
emergency. By the name you have selected, you have canonized 
the king of a departed people, because he was faithful and true 
to his trust. You will be faithful to yours. You will be faith- 
ful to your trusts, not alone in that ecumenical sense which says 
you will be true to your specific engagements as Knights Tem- 
plars, — true to yourselves, to your fellow Templars, and to your 
own Grand Commandery; but in that larger and broader sense 


which it is the peculiar province of Masonry, in all its branches, to | 


inculcate, and of which the entire community, and the nation, 
desire the benefit (for the spirit, courage, and faithfulness, of citi- 
zens, make the strength of nations, and the wealth of a people). 
Masonry teaches fidelity to every engagement; not only fidelity 
to the law, and to those positive agreements and engagements 
that cannot be mistaken, but that chivalrous fidelity which meets 
all the wants of refined society, and adds a positive pleasure to 
living in this beautifnl world. It is faithfulness to your trusts 
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which makes the good Templar. It is this lesson of faithfulness 
which makes the good and true citizen, the good and true hus- 
band, father, son, and brother. Is it for the good of the commu- 
nity and the nation, that it should have good and true citizens ; 
good and true husbands, fathers, sons, brothers? Your hearts 
say yes. Then, I say, it is for the good of the community and of 
the nation, that the solid, the influential, the real working men 
of the community and of the nation, should be Masons, and as 
many as possible of them Knights Templars. 

Who can estimate the value to a people of a society, wide- 
spread and extending everywhere, which inculcates truth and 
fidelity as a cardinal virtue? Truth begets courage, and every 
other virtue. The man of truth walks uprightly: he looks his 
neighbor in the eye: he dodges no corners, but fights the battle 
of life right manfully. 

I do not wish to be understood that our societies were estab- 
lished for the direct purpose of accomplishing the objects, I have 
endeavored to show, they do so decidedly accomplish. 

While the exact origin of all masonic societies is surrounded 
by mystery, and enveloped in obscurity, it may well be admitted 
that they owed their origin to the peculiar wants and condition 
of the time of their origin; and that they were established to 
aid some particular purpose, and for the aggrandizement of the 
founders themselves. Nor must it be understood that I mean to 
assert that the members of any new Commandery establish it 
for the avowed purpose of educating the community to a high 
state of honor or morals. But I do say the teachings of all 
masonic societies have the effect I have endeavored to portray, 
and that they do accomplish that result. 

I go further than that: I say one great object of our Frater- 
nity — direct, ostensible, and avowed, — is to educate themselves 
to the highest state of integrity and honor in all their dealings 
with each other, and with all other persons; and I say that the 
entire community, and the nation, receive the benefit of this 
instruction and inspiration of so many of its members. 
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And now, my companions, your anchor is up; your sails are 
spread to the passing breeze; your papers are clear; your mis- 
sion is holy. Steer by the compass of truth and fidelity, and all 
will be well. 

You must not be deterred if you should find your barque sur- 
rounded by fog; if storms beset you; or if shoals and rocks are 
in your path. Steer by the compass of truth and fidelity, and 
when the fog lifts, you will find yourselves still on your course, 
and that Scylla and Charybdis are left on the one hand and the 
other; and that the storms only break a rotten spar, or carry 
away a rotten sail, and free you from the evil of poor material. 

Sir Knights, the Grand Commandery wishes you a safe and 
prosperous voyage, and bids you God speed. 


Eminent Commander Sir J. M. Pendleton, in behalf 
of Narragansett Commandery, returned the thanks of that 
Body for the courtesy shown by the Grand Commandery, 
and expressed their gratification at the result. 

He also extended, with true knightly courtesy, the hospi- 
talities of the Narragansett Knights, to the representatives 
of the Grand Commandery. 

The Grand Officers then returned to the Grand Asylum, 
and the R.E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Com- 
mandery closed. 
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 
OcToBeR 28, 1870. 


THE SrxtretH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the GRAND Com- 
MANDERY OF Knicuts TEMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 
OrpErRsS oF MAssaCHUSETTS AND RHODE IsLAND was 
held at the Masonic Temple, in the city of Boston, Friday, 
October 28, 1870. 

Formed in Due Array, and opened the Grand Command- 
ery in Ample Form at 2 o’clock, P.M. 


Officers Present. 


R.E. Sir Bensamin DEAN... . . + Grand Commander. 
V.E. Sir Wituray S. Saurtrerr . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 
E. Sir Nichotas Van Styck . .. . . Grand Generalissimo. 
E. Sir Coartes A. Storr . .. . . . Grand Captain-General. 
E. Sir Rev. Jopw W. Dapmun .. . . Grand Prelate. 
E. Sir Henry W. Warren... . . Senior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir Horace Dantes + « « « « » Junior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir Witu1am Parkman... . . . Grand Treasurer. 
E. Sir Atrrep F. Caarman . . . . . Grand Recorder. 
E. Sir Epwarp H. Brarnarp. .. . . Grand Sword-Bearer. 
E. Sir Henry P. Perkins ... . . . Grand Warder. 
E. Sir Levi L. Wesstek ... . . . Grand Captain of the Guard. 
E. Sir Ensen F. Gay i Grand Sentinel. 
PERMANENT MEMBERS. 
ApraHamM A, Dame. Winstow Lewis. Rev. Caares H. Trrus. 


CaarLes W. Moors. Wi iiam 8S. Garpner. WILLiam W. Baker. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Joun SHEPLEY. D. McBean THaxter. Grorce E. Stacy. 
S. S. Grxnopo. Wiriram F. Satmon. E. Dana Banonort. 
A. CRAWFORD GREENE. CHARLES E. Powers. JOHN BURNEY. 
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Prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Sir Rev. ~ 
John W. Dadmun. 

The record of the last Semi-Annual Assembly having 
been printed and distributed, the reading was dispensed 
with. 

The reports of committees being called for, further time 
was asked for, and granted to each. . 

The Most Eminent William Sewall Gardner, Grand Mas- 
ter of the Grand Encampment of the United States, entered 
the Grand Asylum, unannounced and unattended; but he 
was promptly received with the honors due his rank as the 
Official Head of the Order. 

The E. Grand Recorder announced that the Records and 
By-Laws of William Parkman Commandery, and of North- 
amapton Commandery, each working under Dispensation, 
with the papers relating thereto, were upon his desk for 
examination ; also, the By-Laws of Jerusalem Commandery, 
as amended, for approval. Whereupon they were each re- 
ferred to the following committee,— Sir Knights D. McBean 
Thaxter, Thomas A. Doyle, and E. T. Wilson. 

The following petitions were presented, and referred to 
the same committee : — : 


NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY. ~ 


To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: — 

We, the undersigned Knights Templars, having petitioned for 
and received a Dispensation bearing date of June 2, 1870, have 
worked under the same to this date. We do hereby submit our 
Records and By-Laws for your approval, respectfully praying 
that a Charter be granted us, and that our Commandery be reg- 
ularly constituted. The prayer of this petition being granted, 
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- we promise strict obedience to the commands of the Grand Gom- 
mander, and the laws and regulations of the Grand Com- 


mandery. 


D. W. Crarts. 
Josram H. Prinpue. 
Grorcs S. PHELPS. 
Epwarp C. Crarrs. 
J. C. WILtriaMs. 
ANSEL Waicat, Jr. 


NortHampton, October 27, 1870. 


A. C. Bazron. 
Cuanius §. Prars. 
Smita Carr. 

G. L. Maxncansrne. 
Groren S. CLaRx. 
JosEPpH W. WIL80x. 


WILLIAM PARKMAN COMMANDERY. 


To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of 


Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 


The undersigned, working under a Dispensation issued’ by the 
Right Eminent Grand Commander, Sir Benjamin Dean, on the 
twelfth day of May, 1870, respectfully ask that they may receive 

-a Charter, authorizing them to establish a Commandery to be 
known and designated by the name of “ William Parkman 
Commandery,” to be located in that part of Boston known as 


East Boston. 


Seta C. AmMEs. 
A. B. Barnrert. 
E. C. CHAMBERLIN. 


PHILANDER NoutTTEz. 


WILiiaM J. ELLIS. 
BENJAMIN ALBEE. 
Exvisua Pores. 


Epwarp H. Morse. 
JaMES B. WEBSTER. 


JOSEPH BAKER. 

A. D. Jaquira. 
W. S. Pattee. 

D. B. Kipper. 
Henry Kenney, Jr. 
JOHN PETERSON. 
Tuomas SHaw. 
JOHN GARNEY. 


East Boston, October 6, 1870. 


FREDERICK AsHWORTH. 
Joseea MITOBELL. 
Grorer F.. Hoar. 
J. H. 8. Pearsen. 
Wititiam Durer. 
JaMES SMITH. 

Isaao MoALLIsrEr. 
GILBERT R. Barrett. 
Srmpon CRAGIN. 
Wituiam Waters, Jr. 
Reuros Cusuman. 
Grores F. CLovuas. 
W.S. Hatt. 

S. R. Sawnorn. 
Wiitiam W. Evriorr. 
Wester A. Gove. 

J. H. Pore. 
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On motion of Sir Thomas A. Doyle, it was unanimously © 
Voted, That the election of officers for the year ensuing, 
be held at five o’clock. 

The accounts of the Grand Treasurer were referred to the 


following committee for examination,— Sir Knights William 


F. Salmon, Edward L. Freeman, and Stafford W. Razee. 


' PROXIES. 


The following Knights were récognized as Proxies : — 


Sir Grorcr H. Burnuam, of St. John’s Commandery, for Sir James 
Hutchinson, Past Grand Master. . 

E. Sir Spencer P. Reap, of St. John’s Commandery, for Sir James Sals- 
bury, Past Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir S. L. Suarrer, of Worcester County Commandery, for Sir George 
F. Wood, Captain-General. 

E. Sir Henry Cuicxerine, of Berkshire Commandery, for Sir H. S. Rus- 
sell, Generalissimo. ; 

Sir Szranus Bowen, of Boston Commandery, for Sir Gideon Haynes, 
Captain-General. 

E. Sir Joun Exprep, of Washington Commandery, for Sir George F. 
Crandall. i 

E. Sir E. L. Fauemay, of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, for Sir Charles A. 
Fales, Captain-General. 

Sir F. J. Foss, of Hugh de Payens Commandery, for Sir Thomas Winship, 
Generalissimo. 

Sir Cuartes Novugse, of Woonsocket Commandery, for Sir Lebbeus C. 
Tourtellot, Captain-General. 


On motion, in was Voted, That the Dispensations granted 
to South Shore Commandery and to Bristol Commandery, 
be continued. 

The following reports of committees were presented : — 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 
The undersigned, a committee to examine the books and 
accounts of the Treasurer, have carefully attended to the duty, 
and find the book correctly kept, and all payments duly entered. 
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The Receipts are, — 
Cash Balance, 1869. . ... 4.4... . oe © «6» $1,808.48 
» Dividends on Stocks .. . . 778.00 
» Charters, $120. Disperisatocs; $160 280.00 
» Returns for Commanderies .... . 8,069.88 
$5,430.76 

Disbursements, 

Rents and Sundries .. F $188.90 
Thornton, 1868 and 1869, $250. Salaries 1869 ‘cad 1870 . 810.00 
Expenses and: Travel Fees, Grand Officers. 561.85 
»  fPrintingand Copying ....... 918.88 
Banquet, Providence ‘ . 141.50 
Investment, 14 Shares Ogdansbure Railroad . . 1,218.25 
i a tenth of Receipts to Grand Fund . 412.78 
Cash on hand by new account. . . . 1,679,70 
$5,430.76 


Boston, October 28, 1870. 


The Property consists of — 
Cost. Value October 28, 1870. 
2 Shares Boylston Bank $200.00 - $150.00 - $300.00 
'2~=~=«,, Atlantic _,, 198.00 . 130.00 . - 260.00 
5  ,, Mount Vernon Bank . 466.25 
10 ,, Mount Vernon Bank . 1 Tent - 129.00 - 1,965.00 
11 ,, 2d National Bank 1,100.00 
9 ,, 2 Natianal Bank wees i -2,940-00 
24 ,, Market Bank. 2,400.00 
10 ,, MarketBank. . . . 1,080.25 > 116.00 . . . 6,961.00 
14 ,, Ogdensburg Railroad . 1,218.25... 90.00 . . 1,260.00 
$8,698.75 $10,661.00 
8,698.76 
Gain in value : ; $1,962.25 


Your committee recommend that the Grand Treasurer be 


paid the usual annual fee of fifty dollars. 


Wituram F. Sartmon. 
Epwarp L. FREEMAN. 
S. W. RazeEe. 
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On motion, the report was accepted, and the recommend- 
ations adopted. 


REPORT OF’ COMMITTEE ON WORK. 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of the Work 
of the Orders of Knighthood have attended to that duty, and beg 
leave to report, — 

The subject of an uniformity of work in this Grand Body has 
attracted the attention of its members for many years, and differ- 
ent methods have, from time to time, been attempted in order that 
we might arrive at a successful and satisfactory conclusion ; but 
its endeavors have not been attended with the success that the 
importance of the subject demands. 

The adopted work in the subordinate Bodies is not so diverse 
and fixed in its differences, that a judicious remedy could not 
be adopted to neutralize all differences and restore work and 
ritual to wished for harmony. 

Your committee deems it not unprofitable, at this time, to recur 
to our early history, and, especially, to that period covering the 
formation of our oldest subordinates, to whom the work was 
original, and, consequently, authoritative and unquestioned. Sir 
Thomas Smith Webb and Sir Henry Fowle were for many years 
the first Commanders of Encampments in Providence and Boston: 
they were.also associated together in the Grand Encampment ; 
and it is reasonable, therefore, to infer that their work was scrup- 
ulously and entirely in unison. It was, also, the received and’ 
acknowledged work, —the standard work in Templar. Masonry 
throughout the United States. Its purity and correctness were kept 
unsullied: by the constant use of the lectures, so that, if any 
innovation was temporarily admited, a reference to the lectures 
would immediately correct the error. For many years, these two 
Bodies were the only live Encampments in the jurisdiction. 
Worcester County Encampment was chartered in 1825, and 
took its work from Boston. Springfield Encampment ‘received a 
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Dispensation in 1826; but your Committee believes that the En- 
campment did not go into operation till 1845 or 1850, when this 
Grand Body gave them the necessary authority. Its first Com- 
mander, on its restoration, was Sir James W. Crodks, who 
received his earliest instructions from Boston Encampment. 

De Molay was instituted in 1848, and was an offshoot from 
Boston Encampment; and Holy Sepulchre, Pawtucket, an offshoot 
from St. John’s, Providence, was chartered in 1849. Thus it will 
be seen, that up to 1855, the work of the Orders of Knighthood 
eame directly from Boston and St. John’s Encampments; or, in 
other words, from Webb and Fowle, or their immediate success- 
ors; and it is highly probable that their work was uniform, and 
that no shadow of variation had as yet crept in: for, in those 
days, the study of the lectures was as highly cultivated as the 
practice of the work; and, when the former is adhered to, it is 
impossible that we can materially err. 

In 1855, we come to the first record of an exemplification of 
the work before this Grand Body. It was at the Annual Meeting 
in October of that year. The Boston Encampment — Sir Daniel 
Harwood, Commander — exhibited the three Orders, to the high 
fatisfaction of the Grand Officers. 

In, 1856, De Molay Encampment, in full regalia, as appears 
by the records, exemplified the Order of the Temple. 

At g Special Meeting in February, 1860, on motion of Sir Wil- 
liam S. Gardner, a committee of seven was appointed ‘‘ to examine 
the work and ritual, for the ‘purpose of producing a similarity 
therein.” And here we have the first intimation of any variation 
from the legitimate work ; which variations must have emanated 
from one or more of the older Bodies, already named, for not 
one-quarter of our present subordinates were then in active exist- 
ence. This committee consisted of the following distinguished 
Knights, viz., Field, Hutchinson, Gardner, Walker, Nurse, 
Miller, and Dame. Their labors, however, seem to have had a 
limited existence, for in the May following, it was, on motion of 
Sir Benjamin Dean, voted, ‘‘ that the Grand Master be authorized 
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to appoint a Grand Lecturer; and that the committee (alluded 
to above) be discharged when such Grand Lecturer shall have 
been appointed. 

In May, 1861, the Boston Encampment exemplified the work ; 
and, in 1862, it was exemplified by De Molay Encampment, when 
Sir John R. Bradford, who had been appointed Grand Lect- 
urer, gave a lecture on the Order of the Red Cross, which was, it 
is believed, the first and only lecture that had been given before 
this Grand Body for many years. 

In May, 1864, St. John’s Encampment exhibited the Red Cross. 
_ At this meeting, on motion of Sir Charles H. Titus, a committee of 
seven, consisting of the following Knights, viz., Bradford, Titus, 
Dame, Salmon, Salsbury, Shurtleff, and Parkman, was appointed 
to sit during the recess, and examine the work and lectures of 
the Encampment within this jurisdiction. Whether these several 
committees made any progress in the matter is not known, as 
nothing appears upon the records to confirm such an opinion; 
probably, their labors were confined to a consideration of the 
subject in committee, and they arrived at no conclusion that 
would warrant them to recommend any definite plan of action. 

From 1865 to the present time, the work has been annually 
exemplified by different Bodies, which have exhibited various 
degrees of excellence, and various degrees of correctness, as we 
understand the word. Yet each, in turn, has been commended, and 
no criticism or dissentant voice has been heard. It is, therefore, 
apparent, that we have not attached so much importance to these 
exemplifications, as the subject demands. We have, unconsciously, 
allowed innovations to creep in, and have neglected to apply the 
remedy at the proper time ; and hence, the subject has assumed its 
present serious proportions. 

In 1869, the work was exemplified by a special 6 committee, 
selected, it was thought, with great care. After repeated rehears- 
als, they exhibited, before this Grand Body, the Orders of the Red 
Cross, Temple, and Malta. They were carefully rendered, and, 
apparently, gave satisfaction ; but the endeavor was unfortunate : 
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this Grand Body was not, seemingly, prepared for it. The 
various Encampments were not, apparently, ready to change the 
work they were severally practising ; for, on a call, amendments 
and suggestions were offered in profusion, — one Knight announc- 
ing, that he was prepared with over fifty instances of variations 
from the work of his own Encampment. The committee ap- 
pointed to consider these changes gave up in despair of recon- 
ciling so many differences, and thus the attempt ended. 

Your committee refers to these matters merely to show that this 
Grand Body has not been unmindful of the subject or its duty ; 
afid that it has ever been ready to promote any endeavor that 
tended to uniformity and propriety. And, though these attempts 
have not been successful, your committee are of opinion, that it 
is within the resources of this Grand Body to mature a scheme, 
which, if carried out, would produce the desired result. But, in 
any event, whatever scheme may be attempted, the matter must 
be entered upon in a conciliatory spirit: a spirit of concession must 
prevail, — concession to antiquity, or what can be demonstrated to 
be original and true; and a concession to propriety, or the pro- 
gressive spirit of the Institution, such as we have made to the 
General Grand Body in changing our Constitutions: im fine, to 
see how well we can agree, rather than to see how far we can 
differ. 

Your eothmittee would, therefore, respectfully recommend — 

ist. That the acquisition of the lectures of the various Orders 
be seriously and strictly enjoined upon the officers and members 
of the subordinate Bodies, but particularly apon the officers; 
and that they be fervently impressed with the belief, that there is 
no sure foundation for correctness other than a thoreugh knowl- 
edge of them. , 

2d. That a convention of Commanderies, er by special dele- 
gates, consisting of three from each Commandery, one of whom 
shall be the E. Commander, be held at such time and place as 
the Grand Commander may designate. At that convention, the 


9 
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work and lectures shall be fully rehearsed, and the convention 
shall definitely decide with a view to make it final and binding. 
3d. When such work shall be accepted by this Grand Body, 
the Grand Commander shall appoint one or more Grand Lect- 
urers, whose duty it shall be to teach and disseminate such work 
throughout the jurisdiction. 
All of which is respectively submitted. 
Witiram W. Baker. 
C. H. Titus. 
JOHN ELDRED. 
? 
On motion, the report was accepted, and the recommenda- 


tions adopted. 


Graxp CommanpvERY, Boston, Oct. 28, 1870. 

The committee, to whom was referred the By-Laws of Jerusa- 
lem Commandery, and the petitions for a Charter from the 
Knights of Northampton and William Parkman Commanderies, 
respectfully report, that the amendments made to the By-Laws of 
Jerusalem Commandery be approved; that Charters be granted 
to Northampton and William Parkman Commanderies. 

They recommend that, in the By-Laws of Northampton Com- 
mandery, the clause relating to Special Meetings, in Section 3, 
Article I., be stricken out. Also, that Sections 4 and 5, Article 
I.; Sections 1 and 2, Article II. ; Section 3, Article IV. ; Section 
1, Article V.; Section 1, Article VIII. ; so much of Section 2, 
Article VIII., as relates to the committee reporting ; and Section 
8, Article VIII., be stricken out. They find Section 1, Article 
IV., to be incomplete ; and deem Section 3, Article V., and Sec- 
tion 2, Article VI., inexpedient. 

They recommend that, in the ‘By-Laws of William Parkman 
Commandery, Sections 4 and 5, Article I.; Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 8, 9, 10, 11, Article IT. ; and the 1st, 3d, and 5th Rule of Order 
be stricken out; that Section 7, Article II., be amended to read, 
once a month, instead of ‘‘ every three months.” 
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The records of both these Bodies appear to have been neatly 
and properly kept. . 
D. McB. THaxrTer. 
Tuomas A. DorLe. 
E. T. Wizson. 


On motion, the report was accepted, and the recommend- 
ations adopted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The hour for the election of officers having arrived, the 
R.E. Grand Commander appointed the following committee 
to collect and count the votes,—Sir E. T. Wilson, Sir 
Hocum Hosford, and Sir E. L. Freeman. 

The R.E. Grand Commander invited E. Sir William.W. 
Baker, Past Grand Master, to take command during the 
election, and resigned the chair to him for that purpose. 

The roll of the Commanderies having been called, it was 
found that the following were represented by seventy-nine 


voters :— 

Sant Jonn’s. MIL¥ForRD. Woonsocket. 
Bosron. Saint BERNARD. Goprrey DE Bourton 
NEWBURYPORT. CatvarRY. JospPpH WARREN. 
WASHINGTON. Op Cotonr. NaRRAGANSETT. 
Worcester County. Bersany. Wit11amM ParEMAn, 
Ds Morar. JERUSALEM. (u.p.) 

Hoty SEPULCHRE. Hueu De ParYens. BrisTou, (v.D.) 
PiLeRiM. Saint OMER. NortTHaMPToN, (U.D.) 
PaLEsrTIneE. BERKSHIRE. Sours SHorg, (u.p.) 


The following officers were elected : — 


R.E. Sir Benzamin Dean, Boston, Mass. . . Grand Commander. 
V.E. Sir Wittiam 8S. SHurtierr, Springfield, Deputy Grand Commander 
E. Sir Nicnotas Van Sick, Providence, R.I. Grand Generalissimo. 
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B. Sie Cxarizs A. Srortr, Lowell, Mass... Grand Captain-General. 
E. Sir Rev. Jonn W. Dapmux, Boston, Mass. Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Caries E. Powers, Boston, Mass. . Senior Grand Warden. 
E. Sir Horace Danrets, Pawtucket, R.I. . . Junior Grand Warden. 
B. Sir Witt1am Parkman, Boston, Mass.. . Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Atrrep F. Cuarman, Boston, Mass. . Grand Recorder. 


ADJOURNED. 
The Grand Commandery was then adjourned until Seven 
and one-half o’clock, P.M. 
A collation having been ordered by the R.E. Grand 
Commander, to be served in the Banquet-hall, the Knights 


passed the hour for refreshment in an agreeable and social — 
manner. 


EVENING SESSION. 


The hour to which the Grand Commandery was sanitaed 
having arrived, the Knights were called to order by the R.E. 
Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott, in behalf’ ¢ of a majority of the 
committee to whom was referred the proposed amendment to 
the Constitution, — Section 6, Article III., by striking out 
“five” and inserting “two,”— reported that it was inexpe- 
dient to make the change. 

Sir A. Crawford Greene submitted the following minority 
report : — 


To the Right Eminent Grand Commandery of: Massachusetts and Rhode Island: — 


Your committee, to whom was referred the subject of reducing 
the dues from the subordinate Commanderies for candidates 
received by them, report — 
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That they have considered the subject assigned to them, and 
are convinced that great benefit would result to the subordinate 
Commanderies, by a reduction in the dues now required of them 
by this Body. , 

The sum of five dollars for each candidate was needed to keep 
up our organization, when the subordinate Bodies were few in 
number, and the annual increase of members slight. 

Now, however, that the Grand Body has upwards of thirteen 
thousand dollars of invested funds, and a large number of subor- 
dinates, whose annual increase in their roll of Sir Knights is , 
counted by hundreds, a reduction in the dues can easily be made, 
and should be done for the welfare of our subordinates. 

Your committee beliéve that the sum of two dollars for each 
initiate, would be amply sufficient to meet the proper expenses of 
this Body. It should be borne in mind that many of the subor- 
dinates have but limited means, and that, in order to keep up a 
a healthy organization, great exertion is required, and oftentimes 
liberal contributions from their members. A reduction in the 
annual dues of three dollars per candidate, would be of great 
benefit to these Commanderies, and would thereby strengthen 
our Order in this jurisdiction. 

_ Your committee are of opinion that after a Grand Body has 
accumulated a sum, the income from which is sufficient to defray . 
all needed expenses, in case their receipts from candidates should 
be cut off, there is no longer @ necessity for maintaining high 
dues; and such ia the condition of this Body at the present time. 

It may be hardly necessary to add, that if a reduction be 
made in the dues, and time reveals that they are too small for 
the proper maintenance of this Body, an additional sum can be 
easily imposed. 

Your committee, however, feel that no such emergency is likely 
to arise, and they have no hesitation in recommending that the 
dues from candidates be, hereafter, two dollars, instead of five, 
as now required. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. Crawrorp GRreENt. 
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Sir John Eldred moved to substitute the minority for the 
majority report. Adopted. 

E. Sir Henry Chickering moved to substitute “three ” for 
“two” in the report. Adopted. 

_ It was then moved that the Constitution be amended, by 
striking out “five,” in Section 6, Article II., and inserting 
“ three.” 

On the vote being taken, the Constitution was so amended, 
more than two-thirds having voted in the affirmative. 

Sir D. McBean Thaxter, Chairman of the Committee on 
Jurisdiction within the city of Boston,, submitted the follow- , 
ing report : — 

Boston, October 28, 1870. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the juris- 
diction of the Commanderies within the city of Boston, respect- 
fully report, — ; 

That the R.E. Grand Commander, in his address to this Body 
at its last Assembly, has so forcibly and succinctly stated the 
facts in regard to the several Commanderies within the present 
limits of the city of Boston, and the reasons why it would seem 
desirable, if not necessary for the interest of the Order, ‘to fix 
the limits of territorial jurisdiction, inter se, that your committee 

have little else to do, but to suggest the boundaries within which 
the several subordinate Bodies named, shall exercise, exclusively, 
those powers granted to them by their several Charters. 

Within a few years, by annexation of territory, the original 
limits of the city have been so far extended, that from one ex- 
treme to the other may be a distance of twelve or more miles; 
and it so happens that in each of the several sections, save one, 
we have a Commandery located. 

An applicant for the ‘ Orders,” however, may be received in 
the Body most remote from his residence, or the neighborhood 
where he is best known, when at home, or in the Commandery 
where he should be balloted for, admission to Knighthood would 
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not be granted him. Your committee are informed that this has 
actually happened; that there are those now claiming and exer- 
cising all the privileges of Knighthood, the right to which they 
have obtained in a Commandery where they could not be known 
as they are in another much nearer to them, and which latter 
they now visit, much to the dissatisfaction of some of its mem- 
bers. Thus, as has been stated, ‘the barriers and safeguards 
which you have erected for the protection of the whole Body of 
Templars, are overthrown. 

The Commanderies in the suburbs, obtaining their rents 
cheaper, and in other ways reducing their expenses, are enabled 
to make the fee for the Orders less than those more centrally 
located can afford to do. Hence, arises a necessity, or an appar- 
ent one, at least, for bidding one against the other, and, by conse- 
quence, a struggle for candidates, and a less critical examination 
into their qualifications. No state of things can be more danger- 
ous, or more certainly destructive to our prosperity and well- 
being. 

Again, under the present condition of things, any person 
resident of the city of Boston, desiring, for good and sufficient 
reasons, to receive the Orders in a Commandery without the city 
of Boston, must obtain the consent of all the Commanderies 
within the city, they all having joint jurisdiction; certainly a 
very burdensome necessity. Or, if it be decided that the consent 
of one only need be obtained, that consent may be granted by a 
Commandery remote from the residence of the applicant, when 
the nearer Body might very properly refuse. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the 
following orders : — 


Ordered, That hereafter Boston, De Molay, and Saint Bernard Command- 
eries shall have joint and exclusive jurisdiction over all that territory within 
the city of Boston Known as the city proper; or, in other words, all that 
territory lying within the original boundaries of Boston, excepting East and 
South Boston. 

That Saint Omer Commandery shall have exclusive jurisdiction over all 
that territory, within the limits of Boston, known as South Boston. 

That Joseph Warren Commandery shall have exclusive jurisdiction over 
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all that territory, within the limits of the city of Boston, which was formerly 
a part of Roxbury. 

That William Parkman Commandery, when duly consituted, shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction over all that territory, within the limits of the eity of 
Boston, known as East Boston. 

That all that territory within the limits of the city of Boston, formerly 
comprised within the limits of the town of Dorchester, shall be under the 
joint jurisdiction of the several Commanderies above named. 


Respectfully submitted, 
D. McBean THaxtTer. 
Taomas A. Dor ze. 
A. CrawFrorp GREENE. 
Cuartes Epwarp Powers. 


‘ In Granp CommanveEry, October 28, 1870. 

The undersigned regrets that he cannot consistently sign the 

report of the majority of the committee, believing that the Com- 

panion Royal Arch Masons residing within the city of Boston, 

should be left in full liberty to apply for the Orders to such Com- 
mandery as they may elect. . 


S. J. M. Homer. 


It was voted, that the subject and the reports be re- 
committed to the same committee. i 

Sir Charles W. Moore, in behalf of the committee to 
amend Section 3, Article I., of the Constitution, reported 
that the committee, after consultation, requested to be 
excused from further consideration of the subject. The 
committee was excused accordingly. 

M.E. Sir William Sewall Gardner offered the following 


motion : — 


Voted, That the sum of five thousand dollars of the moneys of 
this Grand Commandery be transferred by the Grand Treasurer, 
from and after this date, to the Grand Fund. 


Adopted unanimously. 
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Sir Henry W. Warren, who was specially appointed to 
attend to the transfer of the archives of the Grand Com- 
mandery from the past to the present Grand Recorder, 
reported — 


That he had attended to the duty assigned him, and that the 
present Recorder was in possession of the records, and one small 
trunk, containing a major portion of the archives; that there still 
remained some papers to be transferred, though nothing of very 
great consequence. 


The report was accepted, and the further duty of attending 
to the subject was referred to the R.E. Grand Commander. 


REPORT OF SIR W. W. BAKER, SPECIAL DEPUTY. 


Boston, October 10, 1870. 
R.E. Sir Bexzamin Dan, Grand Commander of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island : — 

I return herewith the commission of August 23, 1870, with 
which you honored me, and, in accordance with its instructions, 
beg leave to report my doings thereon. 

On October 3, accompanied by Past Grand Master Sir Charles 
W. Moore, and E. Sir Horace Daniels, Junior Grand Warden - 
of this Grand Body, I visited Berkshire Commandery, Pittsfield ; 
and, on Tuesday, the 4th of October, Connecticut Valley Com- 
mandery, Greenfield. These two Bodies, among the youngest, 
as they are the most distant, inthe jurisdiction, are in a prosper- 
ous and flourishing condition. The experience and progress of 
one, applies to both. Their numbers are drawn from the same 
kind of material, and both are actuated, in their desire for profi- 
ciency, by the same laudable motives. But they both labor 
under the same perplexity and embarrassment that exists in 
many of our subordinates in other parts of the jurisdiction. 


10 
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T allude to the want of, and a necessity for, an establised mode 
of work. The differences are not at present of very serious. 
moment, but sufficient to cause a feeling of uneasiness, and a 
desire for such legitimate information and instruction, as shall be 
above the reach of doubt or dispute. Already are apparent in 
many of our Commanderies, deviations drawn from analogy, 
hearsay, or a wish, sincere no doubt, to improve the text. But 
experience has shown that any innovation, unless sustained by 
the highest authority, is dangerous, if not fatal, to our Institu- 
tion. 

The two Commanderies I have visited, are Bodies which rank 
high in this jurisdiction, and in the estimation of the communi- 
ties where they are located. They are willing to learn, and are 
anxious and pressing for the necessary information. ‘They were 
informed — what I believe to be correct — that the Grand Comman- 
der was alive to the importance of the subject ; and that no efforts 
of himself, or his council, would be wanting to carry the matter 
to a successful result. 

Your delegation was received with that true courtesy which is 
the spirit of Knighthood, and the Commanderies named testified, 
by their kindness, the attachment they expressed for the Grand 
Body. 

In knightly courtesy, . 
Wittism W. Baxer, 
; . Special Deputy. 


REPORT OF SIR A. CRAWFORD GREENE, SPECIAL DEPUTY. 


To the Right Eminent Sir Bensamin Dean, Grand Master of the Grand Com- 

mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

In accordance with your reqnest, and the authority herewith 
conferred, I visited, as your represeutative, Holy Sepulchre. 
Commandery, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, on Wednesday 
evening, September 28, 1870, accompanied by Eminent Sir 
Spencer P. Reed, Commander of Saint John’s Commandery ;. 
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Eminent Sir Thomas Phillips, Commander of Calvary Com- 
mandery ; Sir James H. Allen, Generalissimo, and Sir Lyman 
H. Eddy, of Saint John’s Commandery. We were pleased to 
meet Most Eminent Past Commander Sir James Hutchinson, on 
our arrival. , 

The work was upon the Order of the Temple, and was ren- 
dered not only agreeable to the “‘ Ancient Landmarks,” but was 
well and faithfully executed. I am happy to be able to report 
this old Commandery as being in every way prosperous ; well 
officered ; with the existence of unbroken good feeling among a 
large, increasing, and zealous band of Sir Knights. We may 
confidently expeet that this Commandery will net only preserve 
the high rank it has hitherto held, but will go on to greater pros- 
perity and usefulness. 

A bountiful collation, followed by a free interchange of good 
feeling and knightly courtesy, closed the evening’s exercises. 

On a subsequent evening, I installed the new board of officers, 

assisted by Eminent Sir Horace Daniels, Junior Grand Warder. 
: A. Crawrorp GREENE, 


Special Deputy. 
REPORT OF GRAND CAPTAIN-GENERAL. 


To the R.E. Grand Commander, and Knights of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 

: chusetts and Rhode Island : — 

I have the honor to submit the following report of my official 
visits to Haverhill, Palestine, Godfrey de Bouillon, Winslow 
Lewis, Saint Bernard, and Jerusalem Commanderies.. 

November 9, 1869, at the request of the E. Commander of 
Haverhill Commandery, and accompanied by Sir Knights Warren 
and Chapman, I visited them, and installed their officers, 

The installation was public; and, upon entering the Asylum, I 
found a goodly array of the beauty of Haverhill assembled to 
witness the ceremonies of the evening. Haverhill Command- 
ery was the home of Sir George Wingate Chase, a bright 
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and zealous Mason, as well as a courteous Knight. I had 
the pleasure of installing Sir James E. Gale, as Commander, 
‘and the successor of Sir Knight Chase; and it is a sufficient 
guaranty of the loyalty of Haverhill Commandery to know that 
its affairs are administered by a Knight of such courage and 
constancy. At the close of the ceremonies, music, dancing, and 
refreshments, occupied the attention of all until an early hour of 
the morning, and your representatives were much pleased with the 
brave Knights and fair ladies of Haverhill. 

March 2, 1870, I visited Palestine Commandery, Chelsea, 
accompanied by Sir Knights Parkman and Chapman, Grand 
Treasurer and Recorder. Our visit was well timed, for we found 
them conferring the Order of the Red Cross, with full ranks, and 
many visiting Knights from Hugh de Payens, Boston, and De 
Molay. The work was correctly and impressively rendered, and I 
was much pleased with the appearance of the Knights. At the 
close of the work we retired to the banquet hall, and were most 
royally entertained. This Commandery gives evidence of great 
prosperity, and bears upon its roll the names of many whom to 
know is to love. 

March 16, in company with Sir Henry W. Warren, Senior 
Grand Warden, I visited Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery, Fall 
River. The afternoon and evening were very stormy, which 
accounted for the small attendance of Knights. The Order of 
the Temple was conferred upon two candidates, and was very 
well done, considering that it was the first time they had worked 
this Order since they were constituted. They have a good field 
for work, and the officers and members are sure to give a good 
account of themselves. 

March 17,1 visited our Grand Standard-Bearer, in his own 
Asylum, at Salem, and was received with that generous and 
knightly hospitality, which he extends to all that ‘“ pass the lines 
of his dominion.” I was accompanied by Sir. Knights Chase, 
of Haverhill, and Salmon and Kimball, of Pilgrim Command- 
eries. The assembly was large, there being many Knights from 
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abroad ; the Order of the Red Cross was conferred only upon one 
candidate, much to the satisfaction of your representative. The 
ceremonies were concluded with a spread which did credit to the 
Knights of Winslow Lewis Commandery. Long life to our noble 
Standard-Bearer. 

April 5, in company with Sir Knights Heary W. Warren, Sen- 
ior Grand Warden, and Henry P. Perkins, Grand Warder, I vis- 
ited Calvary Commandery, Providence. At their Asylum, I was 
joined by E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Generalissimo ; 
Sir William B. Blanding, Past Grand Generalissimo ; Sir Levi 
L. Webster, Grand Captain of the Guard; and Sir Knights Read 
and Greene, present and past Commanders of St. John’s. 
‘The Order of the Temple was exemplified in a very satisfac- 
tory manner. We were entertained in a very pleasant and agree- 
able manner; and it was the expressed hope of your representa- 
tives, that the time might be far distant when the name of Rhode 
Island shall be stricken from our standard. 

April 12, I visited Saint Bernard Commandery, accompanied 
by Sir Knights Warren, Parkman, and Perkins, of the Grand 
Commandery ; and Sir Knights Homer, of De Molay; Hosford, 
of Pilgrim ; and Powers, of Boston Commanderies. The Order of 
the Temple was very satisfactorily rendered. 

The Commandery was honored by the presence of M.E. Sir Wil- 
liam S. Gardner, Grand Master of Templars of the United 
States, and Sir William W. Baker, Past Grand Master of this 
Grand Body. At the conclusion of the ceremonies of the Order, 
we were invited to the banquet hall, where we found a sumptuous 
entertainment, to which full justice was done by the disciples of 
Saint Bernard. , 

April 21, I visited Jerusalem Commandery, Fitchburg, and 
was joined by Sir Knights John Dean, of Worcester County ; 
Charles E. Powers, of Boston; E. Dana Bancroft, of Jerusalem ; 
and John A. Devreaux, of Calvary Commanderies. I found Sir 
Knight Huatly in command, a worthy successor of Bancroft and 
Burney. The Order of the Red Cross was exemplified in a 
very creditable manner. 
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This Commandery has labored ‘under great disadvantage in 
regard to proper accommodations, and I was much pleased to 
learn that steps have been taken to put them in possession of 
suitable apartments, for they are destined to increase and multiply 
four fold. 

April 7, I accompanied the Grand Generalissimo on his visit 
to Bethany Commandery, Lawrence. 

October 16, at the request of the R.E, Grand Commander, I 
visited Newburyport Commandery. ‘It wastheir Annual Assem- 
bly ; they also conferred the Order of Malta in full, quite satis- 
factorily. 

At the request of the E. Commander, I presided at their elec- 
tion, and Sir John N. Pike was, for the fifth time, unanimously 
elected Commander: an esteemed mark of their confidence, as 
well as of his patience and perseverance. _ 

I was much pleased with the Knights of Newburyport, and 
am under many obligations to Brother Pike for courtesy shown 
to me. , 

In conclusion, it gives me great pleasure to say, that I have 
found Templar Masonry in a very flourishing and healthy con- 
dition, and a general desire to conform te all the edicts of this 
Grand Body. 

Thave also to report, that all the Commanderies that I have 
visited have amended their By-Laws, so that they shall conform 
to the Grand Constitutions ; and, as soon as it is ‘possible, seals 
and banners will be changed from Encampments to Commanderies. 


Caartes A. Srort, 
Grand Captain-General. 


Granp ComMANDERY, Provipence, R.I., May 30; 1870. 


REPORT OF GRAND GENERALISSIMO. 


To the R.E. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: ~ 

Rieut Eminent Sir,— In closing the duties of the year as a 

member of your council, I have the honor to report that there 

were assigned to me for visitation the following subordinate 
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Commanderies, viz.: Boston, Worcester County, Holy Sepulchre, 
Hugh de Payens, Saint Omer, Woonsocket, and Narragansett 
(ander Dispensation), —all of which have been visited by me, at 
least, once. I have, also, made other visitations, by your special 
direction, to some other Commanderies. 

On the 9th day of November, A.D. 1869, accompanied by 
E. Sir Levi L. Webster, Grand Captain of the Guard, at the 


* request of its Eminent Commander, I visited Woonsocket Com- 


mandery and installed its officers. Subsequently, to wit, June 
14, A.D. 1870, accompanied by E. Sir Knights William B. Bland- 
ing; Horace A. Daniels, Grand Junior Warden; and Levi L. 
Webster, I again visited this Body, for the purpose of inspecting the 
work thereof. The work inspected was upon the Order of the Tem- 
ple, and was rendered with that earnestness which distinguishes the 
officers of this Body. After the completion of the work, we 
accompanied the Eminent Commander and his command to a 
bountiful entertainment, at which a couple of hours were passed 
in a manner usual upon such occasions. 

Tuesday, October 25, A.D. 1870, I again installed the officers 
of this Commandery, assisted by E. Sir Emerson Goddard, Past 
Commander of Woonsocket Commandery. This was done at the 
request of the out-going Commander. 

Woonsocket Commandery was chartered in 1867 ; yet, notwith- 
standing its brief existence, it has taken its pie among our best 
and most active Bodies. 

On Monday, December 6, A.D. 1870, by request of our V.E. 
Deputy Grand Commander, and your direction, I presided at the 
election of the officers of Saint John’s Commandery, and installed 
the officers elect, assisted by Sir Charles H. Titus, Past Grand 
Master, and E. Sir Knights Blanding and Webster. There was 
a large attendance, and the result of the election seemed to 
give great ‘satisfaction to the members of the Commandery. 
More recently (October 3, A.D. 1870), I again visited this 
Body, — by request and direction as before,— when I was 
accompanied by E. Sir Knights Levi L. Webster; A. Crawford 
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Greene, Past Commander of this Commandery; and Thomar 
Phillips, Jr., Commander of Calvary Commandery. Work was 
on the Order of the Red Cross, which was rendered in a very 
effective manner: Officers and Knights joining in their efforts to 
give interest and effectiveness to the work. There was used in 
the work, on this occasion, a tent, within which the Council work 
* was done, which, with the new and unique dresses of the Council, 
gave great interest to this portion of the work. This, the oldest 
Commandery within our jurisdiction, and claiming to be the 
oldest on this continent, has yet enough of young life to render it 
as active and energetic as any. From the Asylum we adjourned 
to the banqueting hall, where we passed a pleasant hour at a 
fine collation. : 

On Thursday, the 7th of December last, I presided at the election 
of the officers of Calvary Commandery, and, assisted by E. Sir 
Knights William B. Blanding, and Levi L. Webster, installed 
the officers of that Body. This duty was performed at the 
request of our E. Grand Captain-General. 

February 10, A.D. 1870, accompanied by E. Sir William B. 
Blanding, I visited Narragansett Commandery (under Dispensa- 
tion), at Westerly, Rhode Island. The work of the evening was 
upon the Order of the Temple, and was rendered, everything 
considered, in a very creditable manner. I did not visit this 
Commandery again, until its constituting by the Grand Command- 
ery, September 26, A.D. 1870. Narragansett Commandery is so 
located as to meet a great want in our jurisdiction, there being, 
in Rhode Island, no Commandery westerly of a line passing from 
Woonsocket through Providence, save this. It has a good field to 
cull, and, from what I know of the workmen, I doubt not a well- 
filled granary will be the result. 

On the 13th of April, A.D. 1870, I visited Hugh de Payens 
Commandery, at Melrose. On this occasion there was with me, 
E. Sir Knights William B. Blanding, James M. Pendleton, and 
our Grand Recorder. We witnessed work on the Order of the 
Red Cross, and so well done was it, as to call for a single word to 
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describe it, viz., perfect. I know of no Commandery better sit- 
uated than this, whether regard be had to its members, to its 
officers, or to the rooms in which it does its work. After the 
completion, of the work, we were invited to their elegant ban- 
queting hall, and there partook of a most sumptuous entertain- 
ment. I remember, with pleasure, many of my visitations, but 
none with more than this. 

On the evening of the 29th of April, A.D. 1870, I visited 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery, in Pawtucket. Upon this occa- 
sion, I was accompanied by our E. Junior Grand Warden, E. 
Grand Captain of the Guard, and Sir Frederick Miller, of St. 
John’s Commandery. The Order of the Temple was conferred 
upon three candidates, and with that skill, accuracy, and fervor, 
that distinghishes its Eminent Commander, Sir Bela P. Clapp. 
This Commandery has been rapidly growing in strength and 
character during the pust few years, more particularly while 
under the command of E. Sir Horace Daniels and its pres- 
ent Commander, and now takes rank with our most cherished 
Bodies. 

On Thursday, May 5, A.D. 1870, I visited Worcester County 
Commandery, at Worcester. E. Sir Knights Blanding and Pendle- 
ton accompanied me during this visitation. The Order of the Tem- 
ple was conferred, and was rendered with that earnestness, care, 
impressiveness, and almost perfect accuracy, which distinguishes 
all the masonic work of its E. Commander, Sir John Dean. 
This Body is in splendid condition, and bids fair to preserve the 
high rank it has taken and hitherto held. We were entertained, 
after the completion of the work, in a very agreeable manner, 
and returned from our visitation with none but the most agreea- 
ble recollections. 

On the evening of September 14, A.D. 1870, I visited Saint 
Omer’s Commandery, at South Boston. E. Sir Levi L. Web- 
ster accompanied me. We were present during the rendering of 
the work on the Orders of the Temple and of Malta. 

There had been a recent change in the officers, and this was 

il 
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their first work, as constituted, upon these two Orders. Notwith- 
standing the unfavorable circumstances under which the officers 
were placed, it was easy to see. that a Jittle time would pro- 
duce satisfactory work from this board of officers. After the 
work was concluded, we were finely entertained. Upon this. 
occasion, your presence, Right Eminent, gave a degree of inter- 
est end pleasure, that placed us under renewed obligations, 

~-On the 21st of September, A.D. 1870, I visited Boston Com-. 
mandery, and witnessed the work on the Order of the Red 
Cross. There accompanied me, E. Sir Levi L. Webster. This 
old- Commandery preserves the high character it has always 
maintained under its renowned Commanders of the past. The 
. work upon the Order of the Red Cross, as rendered Were and by 
Hugh de Payens, is excelled by none that I have ever witnessed. 
After the completion of the work, we partook of a fine banquet, 
which concluded with remarks by many Knights, among which. 
were. some exceedingly well-chosen words by Past.Grand Master 
Sir William Ellison. There was present, during the whole even- 
ing, E. Sir A. A. Dame, whose fifty odd years of Knighthood has 
but served to increase his love for, and interest in, our Orders. 
Last month you desired me, alsa, to inspect the work of Sut- 
ton Commandery, and, upon such request, I immediately put my- 
self in communication with the Recorder of Sutton, and found 
the next Regular Assembly of that Body to be onthe first Thurs- 
day of October, but that there would be no work at that assem- 
bly. It-was, however, thought there might be work thereafter, 
and before the meeting of this Grand Body., I, thereupon, noti- 
fied'them that I would visit them at any Special Assembly that 
might be held; but on the 14th of October current, I was noti- 
fied that there would be no work. during the time named, and, 
thereupon, deeming it inexpedient that a Special Assembly should 
be called that I might witness the. work, I decided to forego the 
pleasure of meeting the members of that Body, before the meet- 
ing of this Bady. 

Thus ends the narrative of my official duties, except such as I 
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performed in your presence, and with you, Right Emjnent, a his- 
tory of which will, undoubtedly, appear in your report. 
’ In conclusion, I will add, that, with the Commanderies I have 
_ Had occasion to visit, the past has been a year-of prosperity. 
’ Nothing of discord has been found in the Asylum of any; and 
‘ the knightly bonds that unite the members of our Order in such 
’ friendship and love, are in no way severed, and all look, and may 
with confidence lobk, to the future, as giving them: increased 
strength and usefulness. 
‘ N. Van Stiycx, 
Grand Generalissimo. 
Boston, October 28, 1870. : 


REPORT OF DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER, 
To the Right Eminent Sir Benzamin Dean, Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

Rieut Eminent Sir, —I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of my official acts during the past year : — 

On the evening of March 28, I, with Sir John Dean, 
Eminent Commander of Worcester County Commandery, visited 
Milford Commandery, and witnessed work upon the Order of the 
Temple conferred in a very commendable manner. This (om- 
mandery is in a very flourishing condition, well offieered, and 
made up of members of intelligence and zeal. : 

On the evening of April 6, I visited Pilgrim Commandery, and 
witnessed their work on the Order of the Red Cross. The Order 
was impressively conferred, and I was received and entertained 
with all the courtesy due to your representative. The assembly, 
and banquet following, was honored by the presence of the M.E. 
Grand Master of Templars in the United States, Sir W. S. 
Gardner. I was particularly impressed with the evidences of 
social prosperity of this Commandery. There is no Commandery 
in the jurisdiction, that I have visited, that seems to appreciate 
more thoroughly, and carry into practice more fully, the purposes 
of our Order than this. It is fortunate in having retained in 
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service Eminent Sir W. North, who has, as I was informed, 
held — and worthily held — the office of Prelate from the organiz- 
ation of the Commandery to the present time, and now, in his old 
age, combining the experience of years with an enthusiasm and zeal 
that vies with that of his younger Companions, continues to dis- 
charge the important duties of his office, in a manner so accept- 
able, that it will be difficult for him to find a worthy successor. 

On the evening of April 7, accompanied by E. Sir Knights Stott, 
Hosford, ‘and Huse, I visited Bethany Commandery. The work 
was upon the Order of the Red Cross, and was well and impres- 
sively performed. An error was committed, in my judgement, in 
conferring the Order upon too large a number of candidates, 
(twelve) : necessitating labor that must have been wearisome to 
officers and candidates, and thereby lessening the impressiveness 
and effects that should always be produced by the conferring and 
receiving of Masonic Orders and Degrees. The officers. were 
materially assisted in their labors by E. Sir Knight Stott, Grand 
Captain-General, who did efficient duty as acting Sovereign Master 
and Junior Warden during part of the ceremonies, and so impres- 
sively performed his part, in manner, and elocution, that I wished 
thet all the officers in the jurisdiction might have witnessed his 
exemplification of the work. E. Sir Knight Hosford also assisted 
the Commander by filling his place during part of the evening, and 
exhibited great proficiency in the work of the Order. 

On the evening of April 18, I visited Old Colony Commandery, 
where I was courteously received and entertained, and witnessed 
a very correct exemplification of their work. I was forcibly 
struck with the correctness of the work and drill of this Com- 
mandery, and with the character and zeal of its members. 

On the evening of October 24, I visited the Commandery 
working under Dispensation at Northampton, and was pleased to 
find that the Companions were earning, by their zeal and devotion 
to the Order, the right to ask for permanent organization under a 
Charter. They have, since receiving their Dispensation, con- 
ferred the Order of the Red Cross upon eighteen, and of the 
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Temple upon sixteen, and are evidently taking such a prudent 
course in the admission of candidates, as will result in the forma- 
tion of a Commandery, that will be a valuable addition to the 
Order. Their work was upon the Order of the Red Cross, and 
was very commendably done. I found all of their proceedings 
regular, and their records kept in an unexceptionable manner ; and 
the earnestness of purpose and interest manifested by the officers 
and Companions, induces me to hope and believe that the best 
interest of the Order will be served by granting, to this deserving 
Body of Knights, a permanent, organization. 

Sutton, Newburyport, and St. John’s Comimanderies were 
assigned to me ; but, in making my engagements, I postponed vis- 
iting them to the last half of the year, when a great pressure of 
official business and ill health, continued even to the present time, 
obliged me to request you to delegate another in my place, and 
the report of the visitations of these Commanderies will appear in 
their reports. 

I greatly regret having been obliged to forego the pleasure of 
Visiting these Commanderies, and nothing but the combination of 
ill health and imperative official duties, to which I have alluded, 
would have prevented my doing so. 

I am glad to again report, that, so far as my experience has 
given me information, continued and increasing prosperity attends 
our Ordey 

Respectfully submitted, 


Witiiam S. SHURTLEFF, 
Deputy Grand Commander, 
October 28, 1870. 


REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER. | 


To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island : — 
I have the honor to report as follows : — 
On entering upon the duties of this office,I, with the approval of 
the R.E. Grand Commander, procured a suitable and convenient 
case, wherein to keep, of ready access, the archives of this Grand 
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Body. | I also classified all printed documents that came into my 
possession, and have striven to supply all deficiencies. “To 
_ accomplish this, I, adressed a circular note to the members of 
this Grand Commandery, asking for spare copies of the printed 
Proceedings | of this Grand Body for the years 1864 and 1865, 

which are gcarce, and must before long be very valuable, especi- 
ally the former ; in this connection, I would suggest the preserva- 
tion of all copies that can be had of these two years: of the later 

years’. Proceedings | there seems to be enough. , 

With the approval of the R.E. Grand Commander, I have 
deposited in.a fire-proof roonf, No. 40 State street, Boston, 
marked in care ‘of Sir William W. Baker, one trunk, containing 
twenty copies of the printed Proceedings of this Grand Body, 
of each year, except that of 1864, and of that year only six 
copies. ae) , , 

I also entered,into a correspondence with the Grand Recorders 
of the several State Grand Commanderies, asking for a , complete 
copy of the printed, Proceedings of each. 

As yet, all have not been able to comply with the request. 
Some are opt of print, as is the case with Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, though it is hoped that each will reprint ; and that these, 
_ and all others not received, may finally be possessed by this Grand 
Commandery. , . 

It is very pleasant to acknowledge the courtesy of the several 
Grand Recorders ; and to report, as being in the ar¢hives, the full 
printed Proceedings of the Grand Commanderies of 


Groreia. Marne. New HampsuHire. 
ILLINOIS. Micuie@an. New JERseEY. 
INDIANA. Missouri. Outro. 
Louisiana. VERMONT. 


All these I have had bound in durable form. 

The Committees on Foreign Correspondence of the several 
Grand Bodies, treat us with occasional comments, and some 
degree of criticism ; yet, with due respect, and in knightly lan- 
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guage. They evidently evince’ interest and progress in their 
several jurisdictions. , 

The following table will show the date of the last copies 
received of the printed Proceedings ‘of each Grand Commandery 
in this office, together with the the number of subordinate Com- 
manderies, and members, in the jurisdiction of each. 


Name of Commandery, Date of last Assembly.” No. Bubordinaes — Members. 
AvaBAMA .. . . . December 2,1869 ....9..- - 249 
CaLrFoRNia : . js 


Connecticut .. . March 16,1870... . 9 . 1095 
Georgia... . « April 27,1869. 6. . Tw 284 
Inutinois . . . . . October 26,1869 . . . 88 1966 
Ispiana ww. «| April 65,1870 . . - 20 - 918 
Iowa ..... ~ October 19,1869... .14 570 
Kansas... . . . October 18,1869 . . 2. 4. 2 1138 
Kentucky .. . . dune 10-11,1869 . . . .10 - . 478 
Loursrana . . ~«§ =~. «February 18,1870 . . . . 8 . 250 
Marz... . . + May 4,1870 .-. ..1l.. . 1041 
Minnesota ... . June 94,1869 ....65. . 841 
Micuican . . . . . June 1-2;1869 . ¢ / 722. . 1887 
Mississiprr . . . . January 22,1870 . - 6. 197 
Misgsournr ... . . October 65, 1869 .4.. 507 
New Hampsoine . . September 28,1869... . 9 . . 757 
New Jersey... . September 7,1869 ... ,10 . 487 
New York .. . . October 5, 1869 . .41 , 4787 
On1o .... . . October 14, 1869 - 22. - « 1526 
PENNSYLVANIA . . . June 14,1870 . 87 8161 
Tennessee ... . May 10-11,1870 . . 9: 684 
Texas ..... . dune 18,1870 . . 7. 5 918 
VERMONT ... . ~~. June 81869 .... 6... . 864 
Virginta . . . . . December 16,1869... .14 .... 597 


Wisconsin... . January 19,1870 7... 7... + 688 


Under the direction of the R.E. Grand Commander, I have 
had all the addresses of the several Past Grand Masters copied 
into the Records, to the year ending October, 1869. This fills a 
second Book of Records, beginning with the Anoual Assembly of 
October 10, 1849," and ending with the Special Assembly of 
October 25, 1869. 

There is in my possession the Book of Records now in use, 
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the one above referred to, and the original Book of Records, 
beginning with a ‘‘ Grand Convention of Knights Templars,” 
held in the city of Providence, May 6, 1805, and ending with the 
Annual Assembly of October 10, 1848. Also one small trunk 
containing a portion of the archives of this Grand Commandery. 
All these are valuable, and are growing more so, and demand 
great care for their sure preservation. 

I had complete copies of the printed Proceedings of this Grand 
Commandery bound, and presented a copy to each of the follow- 
ing libraries, viz., Harvard College Library, the Boston Athz- 
neum, the Boston Public Library, and also to the Grand Com- 
 manderies of Georgia and New Hampshire, the Most Worship- 
ful Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and such copies as were 
wanting by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. 

I have been informed by the Recorder of Boston Commandery, 
that the plate from which Diplomas were printed, has recently 
been steel-faced, and altered to conform to the present nomencla- 
ture ; and that hereafter, all Diplomas issued will be of improved 
appearance. 

During the year I have made out four Dispensations. Sealed, 
attested, and delivered the same, viz., to 


William Parkman Commandery, East Boston. . .. . . May 12, 1870 
Bristol Commandery, Mansfield, Mass. . . . . . . .-. May 28, 1870 
Northampton Commandery, Northampton, Mass. . . . . June 2, 1870 
South Shore Commandery, East Weymouth, Mass. . . . June 9, 1870 


Also, caused to be made and properly attested, a Charter for 
Narragansett Commandery, at Westerly, Rhode Island, the 
forming and opening of which Body I had the pleasure to attend. 

Herewith, I submit the following abstract of proceedings : — 


Name. Members. Cand. Dim’d. Dece'd. Susp'd. Expd. 
1. Saint Jonn’s ... 291 58 2 2 0 0 
2. Boston .... . 486 29 18 3 0 16 
8. Newsuryport ... 657 7 0 0 0 0 
4. WasHineron. .. . 72 18 0 0 8 0 


oo 
o- 
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6. Worozsran County . 1650 18 
6. SprinaFiELp. . . . 194 86 
7. De Moray ... . 292 17 
8. Hoty Sepurcans . . 150 30 
9 Pirernm .... . 180 5 
10. Pauestinzs ... . 187 87 
11. Mitvormp . ... . 162 23 
12. Samrr Berxarp . . 90 5 
18. Canvany ..... 174 10 
14. Haverninn .... 124 10 
15. Oxp Cotony. . . . 156 7 
16. Surrow. . ... . 156 16 


17. Bergany ..... 106 12 
18. Winstow Lewis . . 136 29 


Bl ocooscooascoo coor oHooNnooHaooonwoe 
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Blosoe coc ooo onmorNoscoDO OO OMsDOC00 
Rl eoosooosoooooooSCoOHEeOMmO Oo oMOS 


19. Jenusarem .... 88 14 
20. Hue pe Payers. . 218 © 22 
21. Sarst Owen... . 69 4 
22. Benxsnrmrezk .... 61 0 
28. Woorsocker .... 76 16 
24. Connecticut VattEr 80 12 
26. Goprrry pr Bovitton 68 8 
26. JoserH Warren .. 56 25 
27. NARRAGANSETT . 9 16 
28. WitiiaM Parkman, (u.D) 0 0 
29. Brisrou,(u.p.). . . 0 0 
80. Norruamprox, (u.p.). 90 0 
81. Sour SHork,(u.p.). 0 0 
Total. ...... ~~. 8,818 478 


In discharging the duties of the office, I have observed the 
wants of the Knights, Recorders, and others, as far as possible, 
aad, in releasing to this Grand Commandery the pen of office 
(which you have again restored), I must also return kindly thanks 
for the knightly attentions and courtesies received, in so great 
proportion, from its correspondents, officers, and members. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Atrrey F. CHapman, 
Grand Recorder. 


Sir Charles E. Powers, in behalf of Sir William F. Sal- 
mon, who had retired from the Grand Asylum, offered the 
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following motion: Voted, That, until otherwise ordered, the 
salary of the Grand Treasurer be fifty dollars per year, and 
that of the Grand Recorder be one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars per year. 

Sir Charles W. Moore moved to amend the motion, by 
making the salary of the Grand Treasurer one hundred dol- 
lars per year. 

Sir John McClellan moved to amend the motion still fur- 
ther, by making the salary of the Grand Recorder two 
hundred dollars per year. 

Both amendments were unanimously adopted. 

The motion, as amended, was then adopted unanimously. 

On motion of Sir Charles H. Titus, it was Voted, To 
donate the sum of one hundred dollars to the daughters of 
Sir Robert Lash, deceased, and that the Grand Treasurer be 
authorized to pay the same. 

_ The R.E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 


ing — 
ADDRESS. 


: KNIGHTS Tempiars oF Massacuusetts anp Raope Isianp :— 

_ > We have again met within our Grand Asylum to hear the 
reports of the doings of our Grand Officers; to ‘“‘ compare notes ;” 
to legislate as we find the good of the Order requires; to ascer- 
tain our latitude and longitude; to elect officers, study our 
charts, correct our compasses, and take a new departure. 

As the mariner finds that the compass, though so strongly 
and constantly attracted to the north pole, is liable to be influ- 
enced and controlled by local attractions which may lead him 
astray, and, therefore, ascertains the power of these attractions 
that he may guard against them and maintain the true course in 
.spite of them, so we meet and compare our compasses, that we 
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may be sure that we are rightly guiding the valuable craft com- 
mitted to our keeping. 

You will, perhaps, conclude from the high sounding phrase of 
this exordium, that I have discovered some fatal error in our 
chart; some dangerous rock in our path; or, that we have been 
‘utterly regardless of both compass and chart. It is not so. 
Nor does the faithful mariner correct his compass, or rather 
seek to ascertain its deviation, after encountering perils occa- 
sioned by a neglect of such prudence, but makes himself always 
sure by frequent examinations. 

I desire to impress upon all, the importance of these period- 
ical meetings ; the importance of consulting upon the interests of 
the Order at stated times, that deviations may not arise. For 
when we find that the most unerring guide in the material world 
is liable to be deflected, it should remind us how liable to deflec- 
tion is the human mind and the human heart by the many: 
attractions, allurements, distractions, and perplexities, which 
‘constantly beset each of them. ; 

Let us not then fall asleep, or become negligent in over confi- 
dence, or in the impunity of the past, but secure our safety by 
constant watchfulness. | 

Perhaps, in this connection is as good an opportunity as will 
offer, to bring to. your attention a subject commented on by my - 
. immediate predecessor; namely, the increasing frequency of 
public Templar displays in full regalia. 

His expostulations were in vain. The practice has continued: 
with increasing frequency. 

You will remember not many years since, before the day of: 
steam fire engines, it was customary for ehgine companies to 
dress themselves in red flannel shirts and gay helmets, and tak- 
ing their machines with them, visit distant cities and parade the: 
streets, the observed of all observers. 

During that time, Masonry in all its branches dwelt in dig- 
nified retirement, rarely making its appearance in public, and 
then only upon some strictly masonic occasions, such as the com- 
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memoration of the natal day of a patron saint, or the laying of 
the corner-stone of some public edifice. 

Now, all is changed. Our subordinates seem to have stepped 
into the shoes of the engine companies, and become infatuated 
with a desire to occupy the proud position of which they once 
held the undisputed sway. In fact, I have heard among the pro~- 
fane, the term ‘‘ secret engine companies” applied to eur Masonic 
Bodies. 

T haveheard of one Commandery appesring, as a Commandery, 
on horseback in Templar costume, to swell the ranks of a strictly 
civic procession; and of another discussing at length the pro- 
priety of doing the same thing on foot. Another has vieited the 
new dominion. Another has had a picnic. 

I received a printed invitation to visit a social gathering of 
several Commanderies, two of which asked and received each 
a Dispensation to attend it. 

I also gave a Dispensation to a Commandery for no other pur- 

pose than to make a public display in a neighboring city. 
. Now, many of you, for, notwithstanding this increasing fre- 
quency of public displays, many think ‘it all wrong, and believe 
in the wisdom of the adage, ‘‘too much familiarity breeds con- 
tempt,” will ask, ‘‘ Why do you permit such things?” Tho reply 
is, ‘* How can I prevent it when my consent is not asked, and I 
know nothing about it until the thing is done?” 

Besides, in one of the instances I have mentioned, I should 
cheerfully have given my consent, 

But the next question is, ‘‘ why did you give a Dispensation for 
simply a public parade, and how can you complain after that?” 
My reply is, that common fairness required that the Commandery 
which obeyed the masonic law and asked for a Dispensation, 
should have as large liberties as those who took without asking. 

I am aware how gradually this state of things has come upon 
us, and that it is upon us at all is the fault of those who have 
held the position in which your suffrages have placed me, in not 
stopping the first departure from the right line. But the dis 
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position of all your officers with reference to these high orders, 
knowing the high character of all the subordinate Encampments, 
has been to leave all things, as much as possible, to their discre- 
tion. 

Of the law applicable to the practice there can be no question. 

Every Commander is enjoined to permit nothing to be done by 
virtue of the Charter, except that which it authorizes. The 
authority of a Commandery is to assemble, as a Commandery, 
only ia the place named in its Charter, and for the purposes 
named in its Charter. Everything else is beyond its power, 
except by Dispensation from the Grand Commander. 

A Commandery of Knights Templars hag no more right to 
march through the public streets, as a Commandery, and with its 
Templar costume, without a Dispensation, than has a Lodge of 
Master Masons without a Dispensatioa from the Grand Master. 

I desire to call the attention of the assembled Knights to the 
fact, that whether a Commandery shall step outside of its Asy- 
lum end parade itself before the public, is a question which 
affects the whole body of Templars within the jurisdiction, 

No subordinate Commandery can say, I will do this or that, 
outeide of its Charter, without your consent. It is for you, the 
Grand Commandery of Massachnastts and Rhode Island, to regu- 
late this matter. I have only the same interest in it that you 
have. I might, as has been urged upon me, have issued an order 
that would, no doubt, have been fully obeyed. I thought, how- 
ever, that the better plan was to bring the subject before you in 
such a manner that you must take cognizance of it. Whatever 
you may decide will be satisfactory to your Grand Commander, 
whoever he may be. 

It must not be thought from what I have said, that I am ignor- 
ant of a growth of a desire for recreation that exists in every 
person ; and that where there are many organized bodies of men 
bound together by strong ties, there ia a desire for a better 
acquaintance of one body with another ; but the question is, how 
shall such desire be regulated and controlled, so as not injuriously 
to effect the whole Order. 
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I suppose that it was with a view of guiding, or giving sucha 
direction to this desire for excursions,‘or organized recreation, 
as would bring the snbordinates together that they might become 
better acquainted with each other, that the Grand Commandery, 
at its last Semi-Annual Communication, placed the subject of a 
grand camp of ull the subordinates in the hands of the Grand 
Council, with full powers. 

Your officers cheerfully undertook the task in a manner they 
thought most likely to meet your wishes. Believing you did not 
contemplate the issuing of a peremptory order that might not be 
cheerfully responded to, and that such a novel and important an 
undertaking should not be inaugurated unless it met with general 
concurrence, a circular was sent by the Grand Recorder to all 
the Commanderies, to ascertain how many Commanderies desired 
to respond, and in what numbers. 

The replies were such that it was decided to proceed no farther 
with the scheme during the season, but to report our doings to 
you, that you might take such action for the future as your wis- 
dom might determine to be expedient. 

Some of the Commanderies replied that they would attend 
with full ranks; some, that they could not tell how many would 
respond, but believed their members would respond to any order 
that might be issued by the Grand Commander; two replied 
directly, that they did not desire to go into camp. One answered, 
‘¢ We have a committee who have under consideration the expe- 
diency of a somewhat extended excursion, which will take about 
one week in the early part of September, and, in consideration of 
this fact, it was voted that this Commandery does not desire to go 
into camp.” Another, in declining, also said that some of their 
members having visited such encampments of Templars in other 
jurisdictions, did not think that any great benefit, to those partici- 
pating, resulted from such gatherings. 

The E. Commander of another replied, that he did not think 
such gatherings proper for or beneficial to Commanderies of 
Knights Templars; and still another E. Commander, that there 
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would be no meeting of his Commandery in season to pass upon 
the inquiry, but thought he could reply for it; and added, “* You 
will not consider it improper if I add, that, in my opinion, and I 
believe it is the opinion of many prominent members of the 
Grand Commandery, public assemblies of Masonic Bodies are 
generally objectionable, gnd that the proposed encampment is one 
of the most objectionable kind. 

While these replies were being made, efforts were in progress 
for the entertainment of the Knights, in the event of a substan- 
tially unanimous desire in favor of it. 

The only feasible plan, was that offered by Sir Knight C. H. 
Humphrey, of Rocky Point. 

The place is peculiarly adapted for the purpose. Capacious 
steamers are constantly running to and from it, connecting it 
with Newport and Providence ; and, at the close of the season, on 
the 13th of September, he could add to his large force of ser- 
vants, and comfortably take care of as many as might come. His 
proposition was to charter the steamer ‘‘ Metropolis,” and if she, 
with the hotel, which is quite large, should be insufficient, to 
charter another of the steamers of the Fall River Line, thus 
affording ample and comfortable sleeping accommodations for all. 
The expense, per man, for two days, and one extra dinner, would 
be nine dollars. 

And now, Sir Knights, you have a full report upon this sub- 
ject. The project is at an end. If you purpose anything of the 
kind, it must be inaugurated as a new and independent undertak- 
ing. 

You have, also, before you the whole question of public parades 
and displays. 

You see the diverse opinions which exist in the members of 
the Order; the frequency of the practice by some; the repug- 
nance it excites in others; and the difficulty of guiding the 
increasing taste for such things, so that all shall participate 
therein, and be satisfied. 

Shall this be treated as a question which concerns only indi- 
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vidual Cammanderies, or as one which concerns the whole body 
of Templars of the jurisdiction? Does it not concern the whole? 
It is for you to settle definitely. 

On the 15th of July, with E. Sir Horace Daniels, I visited 
Washington Commandery, at Newport, and found its prosperity 
still ‘increasing under the energetic leadership of Sir Knight. 
Eldred. The work was excellent; the banquet which followed 
was excellent ; the speeches were excellent ; and that happy spirit 
which accompanies contentment and success prevailed. 

On the 28th of September, I visited De Molay Commandery, 
and, assisted by the E. Charles A. Stott, your Grand Captain- 
General; Charles Robbins, Past Grand Captain-General; and 
E. Sir Knights J. W. Dadmun, Grand Prelate, and E. H. Brain- 
ard, Grand Sword-Bearer, installed its offieers. The attendance 
was very large, and much interest was manifested in the proceed- 
ings. The administration of its Past E. Commander, Sir Knight 
S. J. M. Homer, has been very able and successful. 

On the 26th of September, I constituted Narragansett Com- 
mandery, at Westerly. The detailed report will appear in the 
printed Proceedings, and I will not, therefore, occupy your time 
‘with them here. ° 

I will not omit, however, a deserved compliment te Calvary 
Commandery, from which Narragansett Commandery is an off- 
shoot. Desirous of assisting in the baptism of its progeny, of 
which it is justly proud, Calvary Commandery asked for a: Dis- 
pensation to visit Westerly in full regalia, and tendered an escort 
to the Grand Officers. The knightly offer was accepted, and 
the Dispensation given. 

Their presence gave eclat to the occasion, and encouragement 
to the new Commandery. It was, in my judgment, a proper 
exercise of the dispensing power. 

You will remember that the subject of the jurisdiction of 
Narragansett Commandery was left with me with full powers. 

I sent to the Right Eminent Amos'S. Treat, whom I believed 
to be the Eminent Grand Commander of Connecticut, the follow- 
ing letter : — 
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Graxp CoMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND Ruope Isiamn. 
Granp Commanper’s Orricsz, September 12, 1870. 


Amos 8. Treat, Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Connecticut. 

R.E. Brotrner, — At the Semi-Annual Assembly of our Grand Command- 
ery, the subject of the juriediction of Narragansett Commandery was referred 
tothe Grand Commander. That Commandery, holding its jurisdiction under 
our Grand Body, and Franklin Lodge, chartered by the Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island, together with Palmer Chapter (R.A.), No. 28, and one Coun- 
oil and one Lodge chartered by the Grand Bodies of Connecticut, all ‘hold 
their meetings in the town of Westerly, Rhode Island. 

Palmer Chapter, until sume two or three years since, held its meetings 
in Pawcatuck, Connecticut; but their hall being destroyed by fire, they now 
meet in Westerly. While meeting in Pawcatuck, Grand Master Doyle gave 
Palmer Chapter jurisdiction of the territory of Franklin Lodge, of Westerly ; 
and though Hope Valley Chapter, recently established, would be entitled 
to jurisdiction over the territory of Westerly, yet M.W. Brother Doyle 
has not permitted that Chapter to interfere with the privileges previously 
granted to Palmer Chapter. 

The above you will find to be substantially the situation of the Masonic 
Bodies to which I have referred, and presents a case where the conveniences 
and good fellowship of the Masonic Brotherhood, in all its branches, is hap- 
pily subserved by a modification of jurisdictional lines. This is, therefore, 
to request of you, and your Grand Commandery, in behalf of Narragansett 
Commandery, that comity which has been extended to Palmer Chapter. 
In other words, that Narragansett Commandery may have the same terri- 
torial jurisdiction in Connecticut, that Palmer Chapter has. You will, of 
course, observe that you will thereby be granting to Royal Arch Masons 
in your own jurisdiction, the conveniences they desire. I should have writ- 
ten you much earlier, but I expected a certain matter of business would 
lead me to Connecticut, and I intended to have given you a personal call. 

I expect soon to constitute Narragansett Commandery, and shall then be 
most happy to have you accompany me on that occasion, of which I will see 
that you have notice. In the meantime, you will confer a faver by giving 
this your early attention. Allow me to hope that we may some day renew 
pur acquaintance so happily inaugurated at the meeting of the Grand 
Encampment at St. Louis. 

I am yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 
Benxgyamin Dean, 
i Grand Commander . 


I received the following reply : — 


BripvEeport, Conn., September 18, 1870. . 


R.E. Brotuer, — Yours of the 12th inst duly received. My successor was 
appointed at our last Annual Meeting,—P. St. M. Andrews, of Norwich, in our 
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State. I will forward to him your letter, and request him fo reply to you. 
He lives near Westerly. Your statement and request seem very reasonable, 
and I have no doubt he will comply. I should be much pleased to see you 
at our place, and cordially join in the hope our former pleasant acquaintance 
may be again renewed. 
Very truly and fraternally yours, 
Anos S. Treat. 


The same communication was, therefore, sent to P. St. M. 
Andrews, who returned the following : — 


OFFICE OF GRAND COMMANDER, 


Norwicu, Conn. October 1, 1870. 
R.E. Bengamin Dean, 


Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
Eminent BrotrHer, —In reply to your request that the jurisdictional 
lines of Narragansett Commandery, of Westerly, Rhode Island, be extended 
into the borders of the jurisdiction of Connecticut, I can only say that for 
the want of power to decide the question myself, I shall be obliged to sub- 
mit it to the Semi-Annual Conclave of our Grand Commandery, to be 
holden at the Asylum of St. Elmo Commandery, No. 9, in the city of 
Meriden, on Tuesday, the 21st day of March, 1871. 

You can rest assured, however, that the decision of our Grand Body 
will be in accordance with those rules of knightly courtesy which it is 
alike our duty and our pleasure to observe in all our intercourse with other 
organizations of the Order. 

Yours in knightly bonds, 
P. St. M. AnpREws, 


: Grand Commander. 
By Joun W. Stepmax, Grand Recorder, pro tem. 


To which I replied as follows : — 


Orricr or Granp CoMMANDER, 
Boston, Mass., October 4, 1870. 
R.E. P. St. M. Anprews, 
Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Connecticut. 

Dear Srz anD Broruer, —I am in receipt of yout knightly and cour- 
teous letter of the Ist instant, for which you have my thanks. 

The Templars of Westerly and vicinity, may safely trust their welfare to 
your Grand Commandery. It will be a pleasant thing to have the two 
Grand Commanderies more closely united by one of our subordinates being 
composed of Templars of both jurisdictions. 

Yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 
BrengamMin Dean, 
Grand Commander 
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On Thursday, October 14, accompanied by the Grand Sword- 
Bearer, I visited William Parkman Commandery. There was 
no work done, nor did I desire so much to see its work, as to 
confer with its officers and members, and their prudential man- 
agement, I was present during the transaction of some business 
matters. This Commandery is certainly in good hands; all 
their doings betoken genuine prudence. It has a fine and capa- 
cious armory. Its business is well done. If it continues as it 
has begun, you will not regret granting its Charter. 

Being unable to visit Berkshire and Connecticut Valley Com- 
manderies, I gave a special commission to the R.E. William W. 
Baker, your Past Grand Master. You will remember that when 
Connecticut Valley Commandery was constituted, he was on a 
bed of sickness, and I constituted the Commandery. He had 
not placed his signature to its Charter; and I knew a visit from 
him to those two Commanderies would be agreeable to him, and 
carry pleasure and encouragement to the brethren. 

His report will be submitted to you. 

For similar reasons I gave a special commission to E. Sir A. 
Crawford Greene, of Saint John’s Commandery, to visit, officially, 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery. His report will be submitted to 
you. ; 


On the 28th of May, I yave a Dispensation for the formation’ 
of Bristol Commandery, to be located at Mansfield, to Sir 
Knights 


CHARLES B. Smita... . . . . Eminent Commander. 
D. B. WHitTiER «wl Cw Cw Ce CSC. SC. )SCGeeneralissimo. 
D. H. Smira . ..... =... . Captain-General. 


and fourteen others. 


On the 2d of June, I gave a Dispensation for the establish- 
ment of Northampton Commandery, at Northampton, to Sir 
Knights 


Davip W. Crarts . « « « « . « Eminent Commander. 
Cuartes S. Pratt » 2s + « « « Generalissimo. 
Grorecre 8S. Poerps .... . . . Captain-General. 


and nine others. 
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On the 9th of June, I gave a Dispensation to Sir Knights 


ZacHARIAH Love., BicKNELL . . . Eminent Commander. 
Grorcx Wrman Far » » « « « « Generalissimo. 
E. Warers Bush ..... . . . Captain-General. 


and forty others. 


Shortly after my election to this very honorable position, I 
discovered that the official records did not contain the addresses 
of the Grand Masters, nor the reports of the official acts of the 
other Grand Officers. They appeared only in the printed min- 
utes. 

By the practice or course of proceedure in this Grand Body, these 
addresses and reports are not only the only record of the doings 
of your officers while not in session, and a history of all the 
subordinate Commanderies, but they are also the foundation for 
nearly all the legislation of this Body, and its acts and votes 
would be unintelligible without them. 

I accordingly gave directions to the Grand Recorder to have 
his volume of records enlarged, and to record all said addresses 
and reports in an appendix to the records, with proper references 
thereto in the records themselves. This duty the Grand Re- 
corder attended to with the promptness which has attended all 
his official acts. 

No.provision having been made by this Grand Commandery 
for the transfer of your archives from your former to the pres- 
ent Recorder, I appointed Eminent Sir Henry W. Warren my 
proxy or deputy to attend to that duty. 

Our Past Grand Master, Sir William W. Baker, in his annual 
address, commented somewhat at length upon the use of the 
expression Sir Knight as used in the Orders of Knighthood, and 
remarked that he was aware of no reason why it should be 
addressed to Knights collectively, as Sir Knights, — except custom 
and that only in this Institution, which has long sanctioned it.” 

Everything coming from our Right Eminent Brother is entitled 
to consideration ; but my own experience in all of our masonic 
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usages has taught me to to believe that there was a reason for 
their origin, and that they should not be abandoned hastily. It is 
our-pride to preserve them when the reason for their use has 
passed away. In fact, many, if not all, of our institutions are pre- 
served for objects and purposes very different from those for which 
they were established. Some light may be throwu upon the 
origin of this title by the following extract from Southey’s Com- 
mon Place Book : — 


“ Sir, seems to have been a title formerly appropriated to such of the 
inferior clergy as were only Readers of the science, and not admitted to be 
preachers, and therefore were held in the lowest estimation ; as appears in a 
remarkable passage in Machell’s MSS. collections for the history of West- 
moreland and Cumberland, in six volumes folio, preserved in the Dean and 
Chapter’s library at Carlisle. The Reverend Thomas Machell, author of the 
collections, lived temp. Car. II. Speaking of the little chapel of Martindale, 
in the mountains of Westmoreland and Cumberland, the writer says, ‘ There 
is little remarkable in or about it, but a neat chapel-yard, which, by the pecu- 
liar eare of the old reader, is kept clean and neat as a bowling green.’ 

“ Within the limits of mine own memory, all readers in chapels were called 
Stirs, and of old have been writ so; whence, I suppose, such of the laity as 
received the noble Order of Knighthood being called Sirs, too, for distinction, 
had Knight writ after them, which had been superfluous if the title Sir had 
been peculiar to them. But, now, Sir Richard is the only Knight Templar 
(if I may so call him) that retains the old style, which in other places is 
much laid and grown out of use. — Boswell’s Malone, Vol. viii., p. 7. 


Desirous of following this investigation still farther, I visited 
the public library of the city of Boston and also Boston Athene- 
um, but in neither could be found a copy of Boswell’s Malone. 

You will, however, find the following in Worcester’s Dic- 
tionary : — 


1. The word of respect in compellation te men, in common conversation. 
2. “The title of a baronet, and a knight, prefixed to the christian name ; 
Sir John; Sir Horace Vere, hig brother.” — Bacon. 

& “Aman; a gentleman.” ; 

“But, Sirs, be sudden in the execution.”” — Shakespeare. 

4. “A title formerly applied to a prieat and curate in general.” — Spencer. 
«« Dominus, tbe academical title of Bachelor of Arta, was usually rendered 
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by Sir in English, at the Universities; so that a Bachelor who, in the books, 
stood Dominus Brown, was, in conversation, called Sir Brown. This was in 
use in some colleges, even inmy memory. Therefore, as most clerical per- 
sons had taken the first degree, it became usual to style them Sir.” — Nares. 

5. Formerly a Bachelor of Arts in some of the American Colleges. 

“‘ Voted, September 5, 1768, that Sir Sewall, B.A., be the instructor in 
the Hebrew, and other learned languages, for three years.’’ — Pierce’s Hist. 
Harv, Univ. 


The following is also to be found in Southey’s Common Place 
Book : — 


Papenheim has this curious note concerning the origin of the word “ Sir,” 
and its wide use : — 

“ Mirus est plurium diversissimorumque tdiomatum. consensus in usurpatione hujus 
particule honorabilis Ser, significantis dominum, sub levi quadam varietate. Sara 
Hebreis Dominam sonat, ut notum ex Scripturis. Serapis, 4gyptiorum deus, sic 
dictus quasi Dominus Apis. Arabes Ismaelite a pastoritie vite professione Sar- 
racenos dici se voluerunt, quasi Dominos ovium ; esto imperitius quidam a Sara 
Abrahe uxore tractum nomen velint, cui ex opposito et per contemptum Agarenorum 
appellationem objiciunt. Moschis, suus magnus dux sive Dominus Czar dicitur. 
Teutones vero, cum quibus communes radices plurimas retinent Longobardi, idem Ser 
usurpant, ut notum est Belgis, ex antique nobilitatis nominibus Ser-sanders, 
Ser-jacobs, &c. Franci Sire e cum addito Measire ; hoc suis curionibus et Cleri- 
cis, istud soli Regi nunc per excellentiam tribuentis.’’—Acta Sanctorum, April, t. 3, 
p. 922. 


There is in many and most diverse languages, a wonderful agreement, or 
consent, in the use of this honorable particle Ser, which signifies in all, with 
certain trifling changes, Dominus or Lord. ‘ 

Sara (Hebrew) signifies domina or mistress, as we learn from the Scrip- 
tures. Serapis, the god of the Egyptians was so called as it were, Lord 
Apis. 

The Ismaelitish Arabs, from their pastoral life, preferred to be called 
Sarraceni, that is Lords of Sheep. Some, whether less correctly, would 
derive this name from Sara the wife of Abraham, at whom, in anger or 
contempt, they cast the name of Agarrene. Moschis, their great leader or 
lord, is called Czar. 

The Teutons, with whom the Longobards retain many roots of words in 
common, make use of this same Ser,as we may perceive among the Bel- 
gians from the names of their old nobility, — Ser-sanders, Ser-jacobs, &c. 

The French use the terms Sire and Messire, applying the latter to their 
cures and clergy ; and the former, on account of his rank, to the king alone. 


° 
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Thus, we have authentic information of the wide and varied use 
of the word Sir, and of the use of the words ‘Sir Knight,” to 
distinguish from the lower orders of the clergy ‘‘such of the 
laity as received the noble Order of Knighthood . . . which had 
been superfluous if the title Sir had been peculiar to them.” 

We now have the title, ‘ Sir Knight” preserved as a distinctive 
title in these Orders of Knighthood; whether used at this day 
elsewhere, I am not informed. This fact is a very interesting 
one, and a very convincing one, too, as to the class of men 
through whom these Orders have come to us. It is, certainly, a 
pleasant thing to find that our mere titles, the propriety of which 
has been much discussed, had a well-authenticated and remote 
origin, making their use necessary at the time, and that our 
Institution has preserved them intact, long after the necessity for 
them has passed away. I trust they will not be discarded until 
after further investigation, and for weighty reasons. 

It was my purpose to submit, for your consideration, some 
remarks upon one or two matters of general interest to the Fra- 
ternity, but the extent of the record of our immediate concerns 
forbids. 


On motion of E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, the address 
was referred to the following committee,— E. Sir Rev. John 
W. Dadmun, Sir Abraham A. Dame, and Sir Charles E. 
Powers. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in Due Array, and 
the R.E. Grand Commander then requested the M.E. Sir 
William S. Gardner, Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States, to assume command in the Grand 
Commandery, and install the R.E. Grand Commander elect 
into office. 

The official obligation was administered by E. Sir Rev. 
John W. Dadmun, and R.E. Sir Benjamin Dean was duly 
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installed into the high office of Right Eminent Grand Com- 
mander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

The M.E. Grand Master then released the command to 
the R.E. Grand Commander, who announced the following 
appointed officers : — 


E. Sir Henry Cuickerine, Pittsfield, Mass. . Grand Sword-Bearer. 

E. Sir Witt1am Sutton, Salem, Mass.. . . Grand Standard-Bearer. 
E. Sir Srarrorp W. Razer, Woonsocket, R.I. Grand Warder. 

E. Sir James M. Penperon, Westerly, R.I. Grand Captain of Guards. 
E. Sir Espen F. Gay, Boston, Mass. . . . . Grand Sentinel. 


The R.E. Grand Commander then administered the offi- 
cial obligation, and installed the remaining Grand Officers, 
elected and appointed, into their respective offices, except 
the E. Grand Sword-Bearer and E. Grand Warder. 

By order of the R.E. Grand Commander, E. Sir Charles 
Edward Powers, Senior Grand Warden, then made the 
customary proclamation. . 

The R.E. Grand Commander announced that the E. Grand 
Sword-Bearer, and E. Grand Warder, would be installed into 
office within the Asylum of their respective Commanderies. 

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and 
Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island was 
then closed in Ample Form. 

A true abstract of the proceedings of the Special, Semi- 
Annual, and Annual Assemblies. 

Attest, 
ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 
Grand Recorder. 


O perpetuate the many virtues of 
Siy William Sield. 


Past Grand Master of the Grand Encampment 


of Massachusetts and Rhode. Island, who 
DIED DECEMBER 27th, 1869. 
in the 73d year of his age. 
A good citizen, a true christian, and a 


consistent Mason. 


Sit John Hews, 


AST Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 


ment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 


CO-ED 
2 DIED MARCH 17th, 1870, 
in the 84th year of his age. 


Beloved by all, in the fulness of life, 


he has left earth for the asylum of Heaven. 


Sir Jason Harding Smith, 


MINENT COMMANDER of Milford Com- 
-mandery, 


g@) 
9 3 DIED WHILE IN COMMAND, 


April 20, 1870, aged 38 years and 8 days. 


A respected merchant, a good citizen, 


a generous friend, and an honest man. 


ORGANIZATIONS. 


111. 


COMMANDERIES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND 
RHODE ISLAND, 1870-71. 


1. Saint JoHn’s Providence, R.I. 
2. Boston Boston, Mass. 
8. NEWBURYPORT . Newburyport, Mass. 
4. WasHINGTON . Newport, R.I. 
5. Worcester ‘Country Worcester Mass. 
6. SPRINGFIELD Springfield, Mass. 
7. Ds Moray Boston, Mass. 
8 Hoty SrPruLcHEE Pawtucket, R I. 
9. Prrermm Lowell, Mass. 
10. Patestine. Chelsea, Mass. 
11. Mitrorp Milford, Mass. 
12. Saint Bernarp Boston, Mass. 
18. CaLvary Providence, R.I 
14. Haverniny Haverhill, Mass. 
15. Op Cotony Abington, Mass. 
16. Surron New Bedford, Mass. 
17. Brtaany Lawrence, Mass. 
18. Winstow Lewis Salem, Mass. 
‘19, JERUSALEM Fitchburg, Mass. 
20. Huas Ds Parens Melrose, Mass. 
21. Saint OmER South Boston, Mass. 
22. BERKSHIRE Pittsfield, Mass. 
28. Woonsocket Woonsocket, R.I. 
24. Connecticut VALLEY Greenfield, Mass. 
25. Goprrey Dr Boultton . Fall River, Mass. 
26. JosrpH WarREN Boston Highlands, Mass. 
27. NARRAGANSETT . Westerly, R.I. 
28. Witiiam PARKMAN . East Boston, Mass. 
29. Bristow (u.pD.) Mansfield, Mass. 
30. NortHaMPton (U.D.) Northampton, Mass. 
31. Sours SHors (v.p.) E. Weymouth, Mass. 


112 


ORGANIZATION 


OF THE 


Gray Commandery of Passachusetts any Bhode Felend, 


OctosER 28, 1870. 


R.E. Srx BENJAMIN DEAN, or Boston, Maéé., 
, Grand Commander. 


V.E. Sm WILLIAM STEELE SHURTLEFF, or Sprrineriexp, 
Deputy Grand Commander, 


E. Sm NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK,"or Provivencs, R.I., 
Grand Generalissimo. 


E. Sm CHARLES ADAMS STOTT, or Lowe tt, Mass., 
Grand Captain-General. 


E. Sm Rev. JOHN WILLIAM DADMUN, or Boston, Muss., 
Grand Prelate. 


E. Sm CHARLES EDWARD POWERS, or Boston, Mass., 
Senior Grand Warden, 


 E. Sr HORACE DANIELS, or Pawtucket, RI. 
Junior Grand Warden. 


E. Sr WILLIAM PARKMAN, or Boston, Mass., 
Grand Treasurer. 
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E. Sm ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, or Bosron, Mass., 
Grand Recorder. 


E. Sm HENRY CHICKERING, or PrrtsFrecp, Mass., 
Grand Sword-Bearer. 


E. Str WILLIAM SUTTON, or Satem, Mass., 
: Grand Standard-Bearer. 


E. Sm STAFFORD W. RAZEE, or Woonsocest, B.I., 
Grand Warder. 


E. Sm JAMES M. PENDLETON, or Westerty, B.I., 
Grand Captain of the Guards. 


E. Sm EBEN FLAGG GAY, or Bosron, Mass., 
Grand Sentinel. 


15 
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PAST GRAND MASTERS 


OF THE 


Grand Encampment of Massachusetts md Bhode Feland. 


* Sir Taoomas Smita Wess, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Wizttaa Wiixrnsos, Providence, RI. | 

* Sir Henry Fow te, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Jonn Carvize, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Joun James Logrne, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Ropert Lasn, Boston, Mass. . . é 

* Sir Epwarp Asa Raymonn, Boston, Masa. 

Sir Apranam ANNIS Dame, Boston Mass. 

* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. ‘é 
Sir CaarLes WuiTLtock Moors, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Joun Furnt, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Jonn Barrett Hammart, Boston, Mass. 


*+ Sir Rue, Baker, Boston, Mass. . . ‘ eo, te 
* Sir Jonw Rurus Braprorp, Boston, Mass. 

Sir James Hutcuinson, Providence, R.1. . F , 
* Sir Simon Wicein Roprnson, Lexington, Mass. . 


Sir Dan1zL Harwoop, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
Sir Winstow Lewis, M.D., Boston, Mass. . 
* Sir Witu1am Fie xp, Providence, R.I.- 
Sir Witt1am Ex.ison, Boston, Mass. . : . . 
Sir Witu1am Sewer, Garpyer, Newton, Mass. 
Sir Rev. Coartes Henry Titvs, Taunton, Mass. 
Sir Witt1am WI ison Baxer, Boston, Mass. 


Deceased, 13; living, 10. 


* Deceased. 
+t Died while in office as Grand Master. 


1805-17. 
1818-19. 
1820-25. 
1826-28. 
1829-81. 
1882. 

1838-84. 
1835-86. 
1837-88. 
1889-41. 
1842-44, 
1845-46. 
1847. 

1848-50. 
1851-58. 
1854-55. 
1856-57. 
1858-59. 
1860-61. 
1862. 

1868-64. 
1865-66, 
1867-68. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS 


OF THE 


Grund Cocamyment af Tlassrchusctts ant Shore Island. 


* Sir Henry Fow re, Boston, Mass. 
* Sir Joun Carwixe, Providence, R.I. 


* Sir Perer Grinne xt, Providence, R.I. ; 7 


Sir Josrax Waitaker, Providence, R.I. 
* Sir Rosert Lasn, Boston, Mass. . 
* Sir Tuomas Power, Framingham, Mass. 
Sir ApraHamM Annis Dame, Boston, Mass. 
* Sir Jonn Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 


Sir Caartes Wait.tock Moors, Boston, Mass. 


Sir Joun Furnt, M.D., Boston, Mass. . 

* Sir Jonn Barrett Hammart, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Ruet Baxesr, Boston, Mass. : 

* Sir Jonn Rorvs Braprorp, Boston, Mass. 
Sir James Huroninson, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Simon Wicein Rosinson, Lexington, Mass. 
Sir DanieL Harwoop, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
Sir Joan McCre tray, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Wituiam Frexp, Providence, R.I. 
Sir Wiii1am Ex.ison, Boston, Mass. 

j Sir Epwin Curtis Barrer, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Rev. Caartes Henry Titus, Taunton, Mass. 
Sir Wittiam Witson Baker, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Benzamin Dean, Boston, Mass. 


Deceased, 11; living, 11. 


$¢ Expelled. 


1818-19. 
1820-24. 
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PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 


OF THE 


Grand Encampment of Plassachusetis and Bhode Island. 


* Sir Henry Fow es, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Joun Car ie, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Peter GrinneEwz, Providence, RI. 

* Sir Joun James Lorine, Boston, Mass. F 

* Sir Rosert Lasu, Boston, Mass. - ‘ 

* Sir Jacosp Ames, Boston, Mass. - 

* Sir Epwarp Asa RayMonp, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Joun Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 

Sir Gisert Nurse, Boston, Mass. . . 
Sir CoarLes Wuitritock Moore, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Jonn Fuiint, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Jonn Barretr Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Rue. Baxer, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir Jamzs Satszury, Providence, R.I. F 

* Sir James Rurus Braprorp, Boston, Mass. 
Sir James Houtcuainson, Providence, R.1. 

* Sir Simon Wicoin Roxprinson, Lexington, Mass. 
Sir Dan1EL Harwoop, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
Sir Joun McCretan, Boston, Mass. : 

* Sir Cyrus Fisuer, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Samuet Lewis, Providence, R.I. 
Sir Cuartes Ropsins, Boston, Mass. 
¢ Sir Epwin Curtis Baixey, Boston, Mass. . 


Sir Witt1amM SEWELL Garpner, Newton, Mass. . 


Sir Witt1am Witson Baker, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Tuomas Autrnur Dor te, Providence, R.I. 
*+ Sir Henry Burwer, Providence, R.I. 


Sir Witt1am Buttock Buanpina, Providence, R.I. 


Deceased, 14; living, 18. 


1851-58. 
1854-55. 


1857. 
1858-59. 


1862. 
1863-64. 


1866. 
1867-68. 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL 


OF THE 


Grand Encampment of Wassachuselts and Rhode Island. 


* Sir Jonataan Gacz, Newburyport, Mass. .  . 
* Sir Joun Car.izez, Providence, R.I.. . 
* Sir Peter GRINNELL, Providence, R.I. : . 
* Sir Henry Purxirt, Boston, Mass. . - 
* Sir Joan James Logine, Boston, Mass. 7 
Sir Josran WurtakeEs, Providence, RI. . . 
* Sir Jacos Ames, Boston, Mass. . : ‘ ‘ 
* Sir Toomas Power, Framingham, Mass. . ‘ 
Sir Apranam Annis Dames, Boston, Mass. . . 
* Sir Josern Youna, Jr., Newburyport, Mass. . 
Sir Gritpert Nursg, Boston, Mass." . . 
Sir Cuartes WuitLock Moors, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Joan Fuint, M.D., Boston, Mass. . Fi a 
* Sir Joun Barrett Hiuatr, Boston, Mass. . 
* Sir Witiiam F1e.p, Providence, R.I. ‘ 4 
* Sir Bagney Merry, Pawtucket, R.I. . : . 
Sir James Sarspury, Providence, R.I. ‘ 
* Sir Samue. Fressenpen, Portland, Me. 7 
Sir James Hutrcuinson, Providence, R.I. . . 
* Sir Simon Wicorn Rosrnson, Lexington, Mass. 
Sir Wixstow Lewis, M.D., Boston, Mass. . . 
* Sir Moses Ricwarpson, Providence, R.I.  . F 
* Sir Asa Woopsory, Wilkinsonville, Mass. : 
* Sir Cyrus Fisser, Providence, R.I. ‘ 
* Sir James Waruam Crooks, Springfield, Mass. 
* Sir Joun Biaxe REED, Pawtucket, R.I. 
Sir Gzorce Francis Wixson, Providence, R.I. 
Sir Wittiam Seweit Garpner, Newton, Mass. 
Sir Rev. Coartes Henry Tiros, Taunton, Mass. 
Sir Tuomas Autruur Dov te, Providence, R.I. 
Sir Benzamin Dean, Boston, Mass. . . 
Sir Wituiam Steere SHURTLEFF, Springfield, Mass. 


Deceased, 18; living, 14. 


1805-14. 


1815-17. 
1818-19. 
1820-22. 
1823-24, 
1825-28. 
1829-80. 
1831. 
1882. 
18838. 
1834. 
1836. 
1836. 
1837-38. 
1839-41. 
1842-438, 
1844, 
1845. 
1846. . 
1847, 
1848-49. 
1860. 
1851-53. 
1854-55. 
1856. 
1857. 
1858-59. 
1860-61. 
1862. 
1863-64. 
1865-66. 
1867-68. 
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SAINT JOHN’S COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, B&.I. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER, 7, 1908. 


Annual Election, First Monday of December. 


E. Sir Spencer Pratt Reap 
Sir Jawges Henry ALLEN 
Sir ALBErt Homrer CusHmMan 


OFFICERS. 


Sir Rev. Henry Warren Ruee . ‘ 
Sir Newron Dariina ARNOLD . ; 


Sir Ropert EELLs Dwe.Ly 
Sir ALFRED WaTERMAN FI6K 


Sir Jonn Girrorp TILLINGHAST : 


Sir AtBert LranperR Harris 


Sir Lzster Lamson 


Sir WaLter Biopcer 


Sir Cuarrtes Law 


Sir JostrH WaTERMAN Troursor | : 
Sir Hzrsert Mortimer KimMBaryi 


Sir Liynzus Vere Kennon 
Sir Ricuarp CHapwick ; 
Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


‘* Sir THOMAS SMITH WEBB, Providence, 1802-13. 
* Sir JOHN CARLILE, Providence, 1814-16, 1820-21. 


Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 

Sword- Bearer. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder. 


Captains of the Guard. 


Musical Director. 
Sentinel. 


number of members, 291. 


* Sir SAMUEL Jackson, Providence, 1817-19, 1822-24, 1899-41, 1847-49. 


* Sir ASA BoswortaH Providence, 1825-27, 1844. 
* Sir JESSE CLARK, Providence, 1828-29. 
Sir JOSIAH WHITAKER, Providence, 1830. 


* Sir WILLIAM C. BARKER, Providence, 1831, 1850, 1857-58. 


* Sir MOSES RICHARDSON, Providence, 1832. 


Sir JAMES SALSBURY, Providence, 1833-37, 1854-56. 
Sir PARDON CLARKE, Providence, 1838, 


* Sir BARNEY MERRY, Providence, 1842-43. 
* ¢ Sir WILLIAM FIELD, Providence, 1845-46. 


* Sir Cyrus FiI8sHeR, Providence, 1851-53. 
Sir OLIVER JOHNSON, Providence, 1859. 
Sir Rev. CHARLES H. Titus, Taunton, Mass., 1860-62. 


' Sir JoHN SHEPLEY, Providence, 1863. 


Sir Rev. DANIEL ROUNDS, Jr. North Wrentham, Maas., 1964, 


Sir STILLMAN WHITE, Providence, 1865. 
Sir SAMUEL S. GInNODO, Providence, 1866. 
Sir A. CRAWFORD GREENE, Providence, 1867-69. 


Deceased, 10; living, 10. 


* Deceased 


t Not Members of the Commandery. 
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BOSTON COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 


CHARTER, MARCH 8, 1806. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 


E. Sir Witttam SaYwaRp . . : : ‘ Commander. 

Sir Henry Enpicotr . . : : F : Generalissimo. 
Sir Grpzon Hayngs . . . . . . Captain- General. 
Sir Rev. Joun P. Rosinson . é : , : Prelate. 

Sir Samunx Masoy, Jr. *, ow eS Benior Warden. 
Sir Z. H. Tuomas, Jr... eR .  dunier Warden. 
Sir Enpwarp A. WHITE é : - ‘ . Treasurer. 

Sir J. Francis Lorrs . ; ‘ ‘ P ; Recorder. 

Sir Senanus Bowzy . i: 4 A é A Sword. Bearer. 
Sir ALtexayprer K. Bryer . 7 : 7 7 Standard-Bearer. 
Sir James H. Urwam . 7 7 j : : Wasder. 


Sir Joun L. Stevenson 


Sir Joszpu N. Pursce, | 
Sir Epwarp J. Lone 


Sir Espen F. Gar . 3 ‘ F - . .  Armorer. 
Sir Jonn B. Ruopes. - : é F ; Musical Director. 
Sir Grorat H. Pixt ; ‘ ‘ : Sentinel. 


© 6 6 «© Captains of the Guard.. 


Regniar Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month ; number of Members, 498. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


*Sir HENRY FOWLE, Boston, 1805-23. 
* Sir ROBERT LasH, Chelsea, 1824. 
*8ir JOHN J. LoORING, Boston, 1825-96. 
Sir ABRaHamM A. DAME, Boston, 1827-29. 
*Sir EDWARD A. RAYMOND, Brookline, 1880-31. 
*Sir THomas PowER, Framingham, 1832. 
* Sir JoHN Hews, Cambridgeport, 1833-34. 
Sir GILBERT NURSE, Boston, 18865. 
Sir JoHN FLINT, M.D., Boston, 1836-87. 
t Sir CHARLES W. Moorn, Boston, 1838. 


Sir DaNIEL HARWOOD, M.D., Boston, 1839-40, 1850-57. 


*Sir RUEL BAEBB, Boston, 1&1. + 
*Mr Joun B. HamMatt, Boston, 1842-43. 
Sir WINSLOW LEWIS, M.D., Boston, 1844-45. 
*Sir JOHN R. BRADFORD, Boston, 1846-47. 
*Sir SAMUEE PEARCE, Boston, 1848-49. 
Sir WILLIAM ELLISON, 1858-60. 
Sir Jonw K. HALt, Somerville, 1861-1863. 
Sir WYZEMAN MARSHALL, Boston, 1864-65. 
Sir CHARLES C. DaME, Newburyport, 1886. 
Sir CHARLES Epwakp POWERS, Boston, 1867-69. 


Deceased, 10; living, 11. 
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NEWBURYPORT COMMANDERY, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 


CHARTER, May 12, 1806. 


' Annual Election, Friday succeeding full moon in September. 


OFFICERS. 
E. Sir Jom N. Prez. .  .).SOSCO~S*é«ommaazneer{ 
Sir Moses H. Fowrer . . f : ‘ : Generalissimo. 
Sir WaRREN CURRIER » + ee) Captain- General. 
Sir James W. CHENEY ‘ : é F . Prelate. 
Sir Wittiam P. Sanpers . % : . A Senior Warden. 
Sir Cuartes N. BaLtou. H : : . Junior Warden. 
Sir Davip J. ApamMs. . F ; - : Treasurer. 
Sir Grorce H. Stevens . . . . . Recorder. : 
Sir Epwarp F. Tispsetrs . ‘ F 3 ; Sword-Bearer. 
Sir R. M. Boopy . : : : : e . Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Jonn C. Kimpatt . ‘ ‘ F . ‘ Warder. 
Sir W. H. BayLey ; 
Sir Jacos JoHNnson } qh cake ae. SU pearne of ie Guar 
Sir James W. CHENEY. .: Fi 7 ‘ - Musical Director. 
Sir Samugt M. Noyes : , : ‘ Armorer and Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Friday succeeding full moon in each month; number of 
Members, 57. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* NATHANIEL KNAPP, Newburyport, Mass., 1795-1823. 
¢ Sir RicHARD 8. SPOFFORD, M.D., Newburyport, Mass., 1824-40, 1855-62, 
Sir JoHN N. PIKE, Newburyport, Mass., 1866- 


Deceased, 1; living, 2. 


This Encampment was instituted in 1795; and in May, 1808, it received a 
“Charter of Recognition.” The Charter was surrendered to the Grand 
Encampment, October 12, 1840, restored October 10, 1855, and again sur- 
rendered in October, 1862, and again restored May, 1866. 
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WASHINGTON COMMANDERY, NEWPORT, R.1. 


CHARTER, JUNE 7, 1814. 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday of September. 


OFFICERS. 

E. Sir Jonn Excprerp .. ; . ‘ ‘ e Commander. 

Sir Gzorce F. CranpaLtL  . : : - : Generalissimo. 
Sir Wittiam J. UNpERWooD . «gw Sti.SsCCaaptatiin- General. 
Sir Henry J. Hupson . : 7 P Prelate. 

Sir Henry But, Jr. . . . Senior Warden. 
Sir Wititiam G. STEVENS 5 F : Junior Warden. 
Sir Wittuam O. Giappine, 2d . i. 7 : Treasurer. 

Sir Ropert 8. Frayxiin . ; ‘ . Fi Recorder. 

Sir Henny J. Hupson, Ur. . . . « ~~ « Sword-Bearer. 
Sir StrruHen Goutp . - : | e F Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Jonn S. CoceesHaLL. P A ‘ . Warder. 

Sir Wituiam CaREY 

Sir Ray B. Tarun oe «6 )~—— Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Tuomas Saarp 

Sir Gzorce W. Tew . $ : ‘ A Ae Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesdays of March, June, September, and 
December; number of Members, 72. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir JOHN A. SHAW, Newport, 1812-25. 

* Sir Isaac STALL, Newport, 1826-28. 

{ Sir KensEY J. STEWART, Newport, 1858. 
Sir NATHAN H. GOULD, Newport, 1854-58. 
Sir JOHN ELDRED, Newport, 1859- 

Deceased, 2; living, 3. 


This Encampment was first chartered by the Grand Consistory of New 
York, in December, 1812. On the 7th of June, 1814, it received a Charter 
from Thomas Smith Webb, G.G. Master of the Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templars of the United States, under which it continued to work 
until June, 1828, when it ceased to exist. On the 12th of October, 1858, it 
was re-chartered by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, which Charter it now holds. 


16 
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WORCESTER COUNTY COMMANDERY, WORCESTER, MASS. 


CHARTER, JUNE 16, 1825. 


Annual Election, First Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
E. Sir Jonn Dean ‘ j : A Commander. 
Sir Cuarres B. Wairine ‘ Generalissimo. 
Sir ALExXaNDER Y. THOMPSON . Captain- General. 
Sir Henry C. WILison . «© «  » Prelate. 
Sir Roszrt H. CHaMBERLAIN . Senior Warden. 
Sir Henry C. Wapsworte Junior Warden. 
Sir Joun W. Jorpan : f Treasurer. 
Sir Grorce E. Borypsen Recorder. 
Sir James J. Russ Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Stirtuan L. Saarrer : F Standard- Bearer. 
Sir Danipy SEAGRAVE . . Warder. 
Sir Gzorez F. Woop 
Sir Grorcr Epwarp surra{ &..-% » Captains ofthe Guard. 
Sir WeLtcome W. Spracve 
Sir Franx A. Lenanp . Musical Director. 
Sir Lewis S. CarPentER . ‘ ‘ : . Sentinel, 


Regular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month; number of Members, 150. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 

t Sir Jamgs EsTABROOK, Worcester, 1825-27, 1881-83, 1842-44, 1849, 1854, 
¢t Sir GEORGE EsTABROOK, 1828-80. 
{ Sir ALBERT CaSE, Boston, 1845-48, 
+t Sir LEVI Rawson, Farnumeville, Mass., 1850-58. 
* Sir ASA WOODBURY, Wilkinsonville, Mass., 1855. 
* Sir HENRY EARL, Worcester, 1856-57. 
* Sir SerH P. MILLER, Worcester, 1858-63, 1866. 
¢ Sir GEoRGE W. BENTLY, New London, Conn., 1864-65. 

Sir HENRY GODDARD, Worcester, 1866-87. 


Deceased, 3; living, 6, 


. a 4 ‘ at 
This Encampment was originally established at Holden, Mass., removed 
to Worcester, June 17, 1829; re-established at Sutton, Mass., October 20, 
1842; again removed to Worcester, December 12, 1845, where it has since 


remained.’ 
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SPRINGFIELD COMMANDERY, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 


_ CHARTER, JUNE 19, 1880. 


Annual Election, First Monday of November. 


OFFICERS, 
E. Sir Samvsrt B. Spooner : , 5 . Commander. 
Sir Georezr W. Ray . 7 : - i : Generalissimo. 
Sir Georce T. WEAVER... er eee Captain- General. 
‘Sir Danigt REYNOLDS . ‘ 7 P ‘ : Prelate. 
Sir Henry M. Parvuiirs : ‘ : - 7 Senior Warden. 
‘Sir Suita R. Pariiies * . : ; A Junior Warden. 
Sir Epwarp P. Cuapix A ‘ - Bee Treasurer. 
Sir Joe, E. Cooper . ‘ . ‘ ‘ . Recorder. 
Sir Wittiam H. Pinney. ; ‘ : é Sword-Bearer. 
Sir A. C. Russe.. 2 ‘ : : ; : Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Gzorce M. Suits . . .° : : : Warder. 
Sir H. D. Mitte 
Sir Tuo. Kei.oee, a : . F * é Captains of the Guard. 
Sir James B. Squires 
Sir Cuartes Taytor . s : ‘i ‘ . Armorer. 
Sir P. H. CrowEx. ‘ F ‘ . : A Musical Director. 
Sir Georce D. Rois ‘ ; : ; : Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of Members, 194. 


PAST COMMANDERS, 


* Sir HENRY DWIGHT, Springfield, 1826 to Apr. 4, 1828, and Nov. 7, 1828 to Jan. 5, 1831. 
*® Sir JOHN NEWBURY, Springfield, April4, 1828 to Nov. 7, 1828. 
* Sir JAMES W. CROOKS, Springfield, 1851-52, 1854-55, 1857-59. 
* Sir JOHN B. KIRKHAM, Springfield, 1853. 
Sir OcRAN DICKINSON, Springfield, 1856. 
Sir WILLIAM 8S. SHURTLEFF, Springfield, 1860-61. 
Sir ALBERT H. KirKuaM, Springfield, 1862. 
* Sir Isaac D. Grpzons, Springfield, 1863-64. 
Sir DANIEL REYNOLDS, Springfield, 1865. 
Sir ALBERT E, Forn, Springfield, 1866. 


Deceased, 5; living, 5. 
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DE MOLAY COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 10, 1848. . 


Annual Election, Fourth Wednesday of September. 


E. Sir Martsporovucs WILLIAMS 


Sir Exisua I. Wris0n 


Sir James H. Freevanp ; 
Sir Rev. Gsorcg S. Nores 


Sir Jonn Mack . 


Sir Joun H. Coesrer . 

Sir Joszrn M. RussEex.i 

Sir Freprerick A. Pierce 
Sir Rossrt H. CaRLETON . 
Sir Wituram I. Piarstep 


Sir Jonn P. Sous 
Sir E. R. Cureney 


Sir JosgrnH B. Mason 
Sir Georcse E. Davis 


Sir Espen F. Gay . 


Sir Epwarp Prescott 
Sir Howarp M. Dow 


Sir Gzorer H. Pixs 


. 


OFFICERS. 


. 


Commander. 
Generalissimo, 
Captain- General. 


Sword-Bearer. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder. 


Captains of the Guard. 
Armorer. 

Musical Director, 
Organist. 

Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Fourth Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 292, 


PAST COMMANDERS, 


* Sir EDWARD A. RAYMOND, Brookline, Mass., 1850-51. 


Sir CHARLES W. MOORE, Boston, 1852. 


Sir THomMAS R. LAMBERT, D.D., Charlestown, Mass., 1853-55. 


Sir CLEMENT A. WALKER, M.D. Boston, 1856-58, 
Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN, Boston,, 1859-60. 

¢ Sir Epwin C. BaILEy, Boston, 1861-68. 
Sir WILLIAM F. Davis, Boston, 1864-65, 


Sir JOHN W. DAaDMUN, 1866-67. 
Sir 8S. J. M. HoMER, 1868-69. 


Deceased, 1; living, 7. 


+ Expelled. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE COMMANDERY, PAWTUCKET, RI. 


CHARTER, SEPTEMBER 25, 1849. 


Annual Election, Firat Tuesday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
E. Sir Beta P. Crarp Commander. 
Sir Epwarp D. Freeman Generalissimo. 
Sir J. Seweut Reap Captain- General. 
Sir Epwin Ciarr . Prelate. 
Sir Caartes A. Fares Senior Warden. 
Sir Henry A. Pierce . Junior Warden. 
Sir Isaac T. Jenxs . : 7 Treasurer. 
Sir Bexnzauin G. PerKins 5 ; f Recorder. 
Sir Josern A. BULLARD . ‘ ‘i é . Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Josera C. Fisk } é ‘ Standard-Bearer, 
Sir Georcr A. Swreet ‘ Warder. 
Sir Coarres E. Grirvix 
Sir Epwarp A. Patt Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Henry W. CranDaLy 
Sir Joan F. Avams Musical Director. 
Sir Jeremian Rex ‘ * . Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Friday on or before each full moon; number of Members, 150. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Str WILLIAM FIELD, Providence, 1849-50. 
Sir JAMES HUTCHINSON, Providence, 1851. 

* Sir ALVIN JENKS, Pawtucket, 1852-53. 
Sir CLAUDIUS B. FARNSWORTH, Pawtucket, 1856-59, 
Sir SYLVANUs CLAPP, Pawtucket, 1860-61. 

, Sir NATHAN P. Towne, Pawtucket, 1862. 

* Sir GEORGE A. FRENCH, Pawtucket, 1863-64. 

Sir HORACE DANIELS, Pawtucket, 1865-67. 


Deceased, 3; living, 5. 


126 


PILGRIM COMMANDERY, LOWELL, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 10, 1855. 


Annual Election, Wednesday after fall moon in October. 


r 


OFFICERS. 

E. Sir Hocum Hosrorp ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ Commander. 

Sir Gzonet W. BEDLOwW A . . - Generalissimo. 
Sir Cuantus E. A. BarteeTT . .  .. Captain-General. 
Sir Wituram Norte .. é . ‘ 5 . Prelate. 

Sir Sternen W. Huss : ‘ ‘ F : Senior Warden. 
Sir Hawry P. Perxins . . r F , Junior Warden. 
Sir JonatHan P. Fotsom . é : qi . Treasurer. 

Sir Antuur G. Potutagp. 5 i ‘ - Recorder. 

Sir N. Warren Norcross . ‘ : ‘ .  Sword-Bearer, + 
Sir Asa D. Crark F . 7 ; . : Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Frepsriok Frrz . : ; > ne . ~— Warder. 

Sir J. Victron Kgyres . 

Sir Joun N. Persce, af . Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Joun C. Bioop 

Sir Epwarp B. Hows © 6 + 6 6 ~~ Organist. 

Sir Hiram N. Hatt. ‘ : Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Wednesday ae each full moon; number of Members, 150, 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir SAMUEL K. HUTCHINSON, Lowell, 1855-58, 

* Sir CADWALLADER F, BLANCHARD, Lowell, 1859-60. 
Sir WILLIAM S. GARDNER, Newton, Mass., 1861-62. 
Sir JOSEPH BEDLOW, Lowell, 1863. 

Sir WILLIAM F. SALMON, Lowell, 1864-65. 
Sir SAMUEL D. SARGEANT, Binghampton, N.Y., 1866. 
Sir CHARLES A. STOTT, Lowell, 1867. _ 


Deceased, 1; living, 6. 
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PALESTINE COMMANDERY, CHELSEA, MASS. 


CHARTER OCTOBER, 28. 1859. 


Annual Election, First Wednesday of October. 


E. Sir Danzer E. Coase 
Sir Cuantes T. Gary 

Sir Seto C. Amxs 

Sir Gzorer H. Marpen 
Sir Witu1am PatTreRson 
Sir Witt1am D. Seety 
Sir Stape LutHEer i 
Sir Groner W. Vosz . 
Sir Atpert B. Barrett 
Sir Jamzs E. Rocers . 
Sir Howaryp F. Rowe . 
Sir Grorcr H. Ricr 

Sir Wittram Rosinson 
Sir Wituiam F. Lovert 
Sir Coartes W. Marpex 
Sir Joun Low . 
Sir Tracy P Coezver 


Regular Assemblies, First Wednesd: 


OFFICERS. 


e 


a 


Commander. 
Generalissimo, 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder. 


Captains of the Guard. 
Armorer and Senrtinel. 
Musical Director. 
Organist. 


jay of each month; number of Members, 187. 


PAST COMMANDEES. 
* Sir CHARLES A. Davis, M.D., Chelsea, 1960-00, 
Sir CHARLES M. AVERY, Chelsea, 1862-63, 
Sir Tracy P OHEEVER, Chelsea, 1864-65. 
Sir GrorGE H. MarRveEn, Charlestown, 1866. 

Sir CHARLES F. Haynes, Chelsea, 1867-69, 


Deceased, 1; living, 4. 
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MILFORD COMMANDERY, MILFORD, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 29, 1859, 


Annual Election, Fourth Monday of September. 


E. Sir Ltonarp FarrBanks 
Sir Suttivan C. Sumner 


Sir J. AMES R. Davis 


Sir Samuet A. FisHer 


Sir JaRvis WHITE 


Sir James M. Woops 


Sir Leonarp Hunt 
Sir Lewis Fares . 


Sir Ina E. WIitson 


“Sir Samuzt W. Hearn, Jr. 


Sir Eszen D. Bancrorr 


Sir Mitton A. SacunpERs 
Sir Cuartes W. SuHiprre 


Sir Henry C. SKINNER 
Sir Grorce W. Balter 


Sir Joun M. Woop 


Regular Assemblies, Fourth Monday of each month; number of Members, 152. 


OFFICERS. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder. 


Captains of the Guard. 


Musical Director. 
Armorer and Sentinel. 


Sir GEORGE E. JOHNSON, Holliston, Mass., 1859. 
Sir Isaac BRITTON, Covington, Ky., 1860, 1862-63, 


Sir LDwIn F. WHITING, Holliston, 1861. 
Sir WILLIAM H. Puirps, Hopkinton, 1864. 


Sir GEoRGE E® Stacy, Milford, 1865-67, 


’ * Sir J. HARDING SMITH, Milford, 1868-69, 
Deceased, 1; living, 5. 
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SAINT BERNARD COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 28, 1859. 


Annual Election, First Friday in December. 


OFFICERS, 
E. Sir Coantes A. WEtceH . ‘ Commander. 
Sir Samvry Wetts ey Generalissimo. 
Sir Francis F. Enerry -  * Captain- General. 
Sir P. Apams AMES ji : Prelate. 
Sir Or1s E. Weip oe eel Senior Warden. 
Sir Cnanres O. Foster a . . Junior Warden. 
Sir C. U. Cortina F : ; F ‘ F Treasurer. 
Sir Ricuarp Briecs. bho te a, . Recorder. 
Sir Josratt F. Guiry. : i ‘ 2 ‘ Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Horatio Moore... sat de ° .  Standard-Bearer, 
Sir A. T. B. Ames ‘ ‘ a ae . | Warder. 
Sir J. Batpwin, Jr. 
Sir B. Hurp Captains of the Guard. 
Sir G. F. Hurp 
Sir E. F. Gar : ee i .  .«  Armorer. 
Sir C. C. WenrrwortH. . . . «© « #£BMusical Director. 
Sir G. H. Pres. . . A : : - .  Sentine. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 90. 


PAST COMMANDERS, 
Site Wirtzam W. Baker, Boston, 1859-61. 
Sir P. ADAMS AMES, Boston, 1862-03. 
Sir Hwy MULLIEEN, Brookline, 1864-06. _ 
Sir F. LemaX WINSHI?, Allston, 1867-68. 


VW 
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CALVARY COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, RI. 


CHARTER, May 232, 1860. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday in December. 


OFFICERS. 


E. Sir Toomas Puitures, Jr. 
Sir Netson W. ALpRIOH . ; 
Sir Joun J. Jenxs 2 ts 
Sir Rev. Samuret P. Ketter F 
Sir Joun P. Lurser .. 
Sir C. Henry ALEXANDER . 

Sir James W. BuLiock A ‘i 
Sir Jonn A. DEVERAUX : ‘ 
Sir Wiuit1am H. Fenner. 7 
Sir Joseph E. Cranston . 
Sir Coartes B. WessTzeR .. 
Sir Witu1am H. McCormick 
Sir Damasz BELIVEAU 
Sir Isaac H. SaunpErs 

Sir Epwin Baker A ‘ : 
Sir Coaries T. Littie 


5 Commander. 

: Captain- General 

: Prelate. 

7 Senior Warden. 

: Junior Warden. 

. Treasurer. 
Recorder. 

. Sword-Bearer 

‘ Standard-Bearer. 

F Warder, 


- Captains of the Guard. 


- Organist. 


- Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month; number of Members, 174. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir HENRY BUTLER, Providence, 1860-62, 
Sir THomas A. DOYLE, Providence, 1863, 
Sir Levi L. WEBSTER, Providence, 1864. 
Sir WILLIAM B. BLANDING, Providence, 1865. 
Sir EDWIN J. NIGHTINGALE, Providence, 1866, 
Sir CHARLES R. DENNI8, Providence, 1867. 
Sir JaMEsS M. PENDLETON, Westerly, 1868. 


Deceased, 1; living, 6. 
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HAVERHILL COMMANDERY, HAVERHILL, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 26, 1868. 


Annual Election, Second Tuesday of October. 


OF FICERS. 

E. Sir James E. Gatz 7 ; ‘ : . Commander, 

Sir Cantos P. Messer . ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ; Generalissimo. 

Sir Arvipa M. Vance + 6  « «+ +  Captain- General. 

Sir Hiram Smart. E Prelate. 

Sir Davip B. TENNEY . : : ‘ : ‘ Senior Warden. 

Sir B. Appison SawYER - : : ‘ Junior Warden. 

Sir R. Stuart CHase a . , ‘ ‘ Treasurer. 

Sir Witi1am B. Eaton. 7 7 F ‘ ; Recorder. 

Sir Arvan WHITTIER . . 7 . Sword- Bearer. 

Sir CoarLtes Epwarps ‘ ‘ . ; - Standard-Bearer. 
‘Sir Oris W. Fuaxpers  . . . . . Warder. 

Sir Bensamin F. Le1@HTon 

Sir B. F. Dariine a a, Captains of the Guard. 

Sir Horace M. Wicutwan 

Sir Natwanret K. Jounson . - js ; Armorer. 

Sir J. W. P. Suita ‘ , Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month; number of Members, 124. 


PAST COMMANDER, 


* Sir GEORGE W. CHASE, Haverhill, Mass., 1963-66. 


OLD COLONY COMMANDERY, ABINGTON, MASS. 


BE. Sir Zacnarian L. Broxne i 


Sir Grorcs W. Fay 


Sir Stergen S. Beaprorp . 
Sir Rev. Freeman P. HowLanp 
Sir Frankuw P. Harrow 

Sir Horatio F. Copetanp . 
Sir Bengamin L. Nasa 
Sir Erastus M. Nasa . 
‘Sir Francais D, Baztou 
Sir Amoa S. Srurson 


Sir James F. Cox 


Sir Prescott LotHror 


Sir Jaugs E. Sura 


Sir Samugt N. Dyes, Jr. 
Sir Ricuarp A, Hunt . 
. Sir Josera F, ErRenca . 


CHARTER, MAY, 5, 1864. 


Anaual Blection in April. 


Commander. 
Generalissimo, 
Captain- General, 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearey. 
Standard Bearer. 
Warder. , 


Captaine of the Grand. 


Musical Dixectey. 
Armerer and Sentind. 


Regular Assemblies, Monday next following the full.of every moon; number 


of Members, 156, 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir Writiam W. WHITMARSH, Neponset, Mass., 1864-65. 
Sir SAMUEL B. THAXTER, Abington, 1866-68. 
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SUTTON COMMANDERY, NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 


Cuaprmn, Mar 5, 1606. 


Annnal Election, First Thureday in December. 


OFPFIOBEBR 
E. Sir A. H. W. Carpenter 
Sir Joux A. Lue . : 
Sir Gustavua Danano . 4 ‘ 7 
Sir Wantor T. Drew . ‘ Fi 
Sir Anrnanamu H. Howranp, Jr. . < 
Sir Wintaam W. ARNoLp. - A 
Sir Jacos B. Hapier . ‘ 
Sir H. W1iLper KMERSON = ‘ 
Sir Wi1tz14m. E. Mason . . : 
Sir WinuiamM H. SgerMan . ‘ 
Sir Garpner T. Saxyrorp . - 7 5 
Sir Henry G. Pomror 
Sir B. S. Jennuxe 
Sir Horace G. Howtanp 
Sir Cuanvge F. Foucer : : ‘ 
Sir Witt A. SaaRELy 


Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sreord- Bearer, 
Standard- Bearer. 
Warder. 


Captains of the Guard. 


Organist. 
Armeres and Sentinel. 


Regular Ansambiies, Binet Thureday of each jaomth; number of Members, 156. 


PAS? COMMANDER. 


Sir JomN.B. Baxzsaks, New Bedford, 1984-67. 
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BETHANY COMMANDERY, LAWRENCE, MASS. 
CHARTER, OCTOBER 28, 1964. 


Annual Election, Last Tuesday in September. 


OFFIOEBRS. 
E. Sir D. Frawx Rosrnson . F ‘ : : Commander. 
Sir Cates SAUNDERS . : : Fi j ‘ Generalissimo. 
Sir Jogwxn Hatooh . «© 2. . © ws Captain- General. 
Sir James H. Kipper . ; : : 7 : Prelate. 
Sir G. M. Stopparp . z ‘ é F : Senior Warden. 
Sir Aaron A. CURRIER 7 ‘ : F . Junior Warden. 
Sir Rurus Reep . 5 . * : ; 5 Treasurer. 
Sir P. B. Rosinson : : : ‘ . 7 Recorder. 
Sir Gsorez F. Tarsor : > : ‘ F Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Grorez W. CHANDLER . 7 ‘ é Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Natuan A. BisHor . j ? s ‘ ‘ Warder. 
Sir Witii1am Smita 
Sir CuasE Panuasiox| Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Mervin Brat 
Sir E. Frank Paas ‘ . . ij . Fi Musical Director. 
Sir G. W. Waternwouse . . . .  . Sentinel. , 


Regular Assemblies, Last Tuesday of each month; number of Members, 106. 


PAST COMMANDERS, 


Sir PARDON ARMINGTON, Lawrence, Mass., 1864-65. 
Sir WILLIAM H. JaQuitH, Lawrence, 1866-68, 
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WINSLOW LEWIS COMMANDERY, SALEM, MASS. 


CHARTER, Mar 5, 1865. 


Annual Election, Third Thursday of October. 


OFFICERS. 
E. Sir Witusam Surtron . 3 . «~~ «~~ ~~ Commander. 
Sir Gzores H. Psirson j ‘ ; i Generalissimo. 
Sir Dawa Z. Suita . . Captain- General. 
Sir Joumw B. Hitz . . . 5 . . Prelate, 
Sir Wittuam H. Fuercuze. . «Sw SiwSs Senior’ Wardlen, 
Sir Joun Suaw, 2d. ‘ . Junior Warden 
Sir James KimBatu oy oe ‘ . Treasurer. 
Sir Isnazt S. Lez ‘ F Recorder, 
Sir Gzorce Tariery 7 . . Sword-Bearer 
Sir Jonxn Mracom . ‘ Standard- Bearer. 
Sir Tristam T. Savory . Warder. 
Sir Samurt T. Plummer 
Sir Invine Stone ‘ 7 Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Hersert T. Conant 
Sir Jacos Youxe . . 6 6  « «© Organist. 
Sir Witutiam L. BarcHEe,tDER. . < 7 Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month; number of Members, 136, 


PAST COMMANDER. 


Sir WILLIAM SUTTON, Peabody, Mass., 1968. 
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JERUSALEM COMMANDERY, FITCHBURG, MASS. 


Cuanren, May 6, 688, 


Annual Blection, Third Thursday of September. 


OFFICERS, 

E. Sir Surtivan W. Huntiy . . . . Commander. 

Sir Wittiam J. Merriam. 7 : ‘ ‘i Generalissimo. 
Sir Aremar L, Fussenpen.. . 3 « . «.  Captnin-General. 

Sir Rev. Henny L. Jones . s «a  . Prelate. 

Sir Joun W. Kiwratu . : ; ‘ F ; Senior Warden. 

Sir Aurmgep M. Apams. «. ‘ «© .  . Juntor Warden. 

Sir Cuaries J. BItLines ‘ ‘ a Treasurer. 

Sir Henry F. Pieer , . ‘ : F Recorder. 

Sir Groner Wueetock. , ’ ‘ 5 3 Sword-Bearer. 

Sir Francis Sarztpon . ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ‘ Stondard-Bearer. 

Sir Merritt Canntron . ‘ ‘ F , Warder. 

Sir J. A. MarsHati ; 

Sir Jonn Q. Pzanopr { Capioms of the Guard: 

Sir J. F. D. Garviemp. .  .w)St«sS:~*é‘«~S MOC. 

Sir Epwarp J. Crossman «© + . «  . Musical Director. 

Sir JoserH Preroe » oe oe ele Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Thareday of each month; number of Members, 68. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir EDMOND DANA Barcrorr, Groton Junction, 1865-06. 
Sir Joun BuMEY, Fitchburg, 1867-68. 
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HUGH DE PAYENS COMMANDERY, MELROSE, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 327, 1865. 


Annual Election, Second Wednesday of September. 


E. Sir Jounw B. Norton 
Sir Toomas WINSHIP 
Sir O. W. Urnam . 

Sir S. Byineron . : 
Sir J. D. Panxer . F 
Sir Geores F. Criarp . 
Sir M. Parrer . s 
Sir P. D. Watsriper . 
Sir WitLiam A. CaRLton 
Sir Grorce Hart 

Sir M. P. Sweerser . 
Sir E. W. Giover 

Sir C. H. Nicuoxs 
Sir H. H. D. Cusine 
Sir H. E. Rosprnsox 

Sir H. L. Purnam 


OFFICERS. 


Armorer. 
Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 218. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir LORING L. FULLER, Malden, Mass., 1865-66. 
Sir FREDERICK J. Foss, Malden, Maas., 1867-68. 


18 
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SAINT OMER COMMANDERY, SOUTH BOSTON, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 27, 1865. 


Annual Election, Third Monday of October. 


OFFICERS: 


E. Sir Caantes H. WuHite . 

Sir Bengamin Pops 

Sir JoserpH Winsork . . ; 
Sir Epwarp H. Brainarp . 

Sir Grornoz H. Jounsron . 

Sir Gzorce W. Kineman. 

Sir Waiter F. Hawes ‘ ‘ $ 
Sir Francis C. Hersey .  . 

Sir Wittram B. Witaer 

Sir Joun F. Kennanp .. 

Sir Cuartes L. Jamzs . : 

Sir JerEm1an TiNKHAM 

Sir Joun C. Farnnam 

Sir Cuartes W. McCreLian 

Sir Wittiam D. Rockwoop - - 


Captains of the Guard. 
Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Monday of each month; number of Members, 67. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir BENJAMIN DEAN, Boston, Maas., 1865-66. 
‘ Sir DUNCAN MCB. THaxrga, M.D., Boston, Masa,, 1967-68, 


Bir N. A. APOLLONIO, Boston, Mans., 1869,. 
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BERKSHIRE COMMANDERY, PITTSFIELD, MASS. 


CHARTER, DECEMBER 98, 1985, 


Annual Election, Second Monday in October. 
@ 


OFFICERS. 
E. Sir Henry Cuicxenine . 3 , : ‘ Commander. 
Sir H. S. Russei, j 3 , : ; Generalissimo. 
Sir Josian CagTER . . . het Captain- General, 
Sir Lorenzo H. GaMwELL . . : : . Prelate. 
Sir Truman C. Corn . ; . : F ‘ Senior Warden, 
Sir Wintuam D. Axtet,. 3 . - + Junior Warden. 
Sir Lissgus Scorr : : es A , Treasurer, 
Sir Samugt H. Aimy . 7 ‘ : - F Recorder. . 
Sir Groree C. Dunnam . é ‘ 3 ‘ Sword. Bearer. 
Sir Wirtaam H. Murmmay .  .  . 3. ~—=—. ~— Standard-Bearer. 
Sir Coartes E. Morey ; é ‘ 5 ‘ Warder, 
Sir Danie, C. Munran 
Sir Invine D. Ferry A - « Captains ofthe Guard. 
Sir Davip A. Clary 


Sir Joun C. Panzwk .. . 2 . . Sentinel. 
Regular Assexablies, Second Monday of each month; number of Members, 61. . 


PAST COMMANDER. 
Sir LORENZO H. GAMWELL, Pittsfield, Mass., 1866-67. 


TOO RT rr ee 


140 


WOONSOCKET COMMANDERY, WOONSOCKET, RB.L 


E. Sir S. W. Razzz 
Sir F. G. Jr,ison . 


Sir Mosss P. Roserts 
Sir Amos SHERMAN, Jr. 
Sir L. C. TourTrE ior . 


Sir Epwin ALpRIcH 
Sir ALLEN THAYER. 


Sir Watter E. Parker 


Sir Coartes Nourse 


CHARTER, May 8, 1867. 


Annual Election in October. 


OFFICERS. 


Sir H. W. Sriruman, M.D. . P F . 


Sir James PickrorpD 


Sir Joszrn B. ALDRICH 


Sir Dexter R. Beaniex 


Sir W. D. ALpRIcH 


Sir Angzto HowLanp 


Sir Joun Hackett 


Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder. 


Captains ofthe Guard. 


Musical Director. 
Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month; number of Members, 76. 


, 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


Sir EMERSON GODDARD, Woonsocket, B.1., 1867. 
Sir Ira W. ARNOLD, Woonsocket, B.I., 1868. 
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GODFREY DE BOUILLON COMMANDERY, FALL RIVER, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBER 30, 1868. 


—— 


Annual Election, Third Wednesday in October. 


OFFIOBRS, 
E. Sir Ropgerr Carver Brown A : : Commander. 
Sir Cuantes Epwin Case. . «lw, Captain- General, 
Sir Henry Pappocx. . ‘ ‘ ‘ . Prelate. 
Sir Grorez Ativan BuLiarp . Senior Warden. 
Sir Cuartes Exuis Grirrorp , . ‘i : Junior Warden. 
Sir James Davis . - ‘ ‘ ; 7 Fi Treasurer. 
Sir Danizt Epson Cuacn . ; . Fi < Recorder, 
Sir Atrrep Henry Hantrzy. is : . Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Wittram Macomsper AtMy . ; ‘ ; Standard-Bearer, 
Sir Jonn Peter Henry 7 : . 7 : Warder. 
Sir Siras WILLiaMs 
Sir James Faankuin Ramsey Captains of the Guard. 
Sir Faeperiox Kempton Hitt 


Sir Wittiam Preston. . ss. ‘ A ‘ Sentinel. 
Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 63. 


PaST COMMANDER. 
Sir ROBERT HENRY, Fall River, 1868, 
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY COMMANDERY, GREENFIELD, MASS. 


CHARTER, OCTOBBR 30, 1867. 


Annual Election, First Tuesday of November. 


OFFIOBRS, 


E. Sir Rev. Parzgz Voorseses Fince 
Sir Witiaam Sremey SEVERANCE 


Sir Cuartes Eaniw@ SEVERANCE. . 


Sir Marvin Stergzn FELLows 

Sir Epwarp Josiam Rice 

Sir Hiznam Ortanpo Smite 

Sir Groner AnpREws ALLEN 

Sir Cuanence Frank in Foster 

Sir Henry Waitrorp Payne. . 
Sir Joun Apams CLARK 

Sir Wiitt1am Henry Samson 
Sir Longx Natwan Baitzey 
Sir Cuartes Epwarp Fisk 
Sir Joe, GItspeRt WILSON . F . 
Sir Hezexian Stone Frost goes 


° 


. 


. © @ 6« 8 @ 


Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month; number of Members, 80. 


PAST COMMANDER. 


Sir WENDELL T. Davis, Greenfield, Mass., 1867-68, 
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JOSEPH WARREN COMMANDERY, BOSTON HIGHLANDS, MASS. 


Cmanrer, JaNuaky I, 1960. 


Annna) Election: in: Octaier.. 


OQFFIOBRS. 
E. Sir Jaume. C. TuckeR . . 
Sir Samuny. Lirrie : 
Sir Wituiam Hoszs, Jr. ? 
Sir Jonn T. Happm 2. wl 
Sir Groras: Mouiron . 
Sir Jonn EF. Nawron 
Sir Francis J. Warp . 
Sir Brnon A.. Potnarp ss “3 
Sir Gzornaz J. ABNOLD wa nie ee mes 
Sir Lucius A. Copter. yn tert Gau Mex 7 
Sir Esenezer Apaus . 7 in Gols. «Hare Oe 
Sir Horace G. eer | 


i 
ae Secapis 


oo 28 & 
. 


Sir Isaac W.. Nawron 
Sir D. W. Jones 

. Sir Wrtt1am EL Gurnisn. 
SirE. G. Scorr . ; 2 


° 


Captains ofthe Guard. 


Musical Direotor. 
Armorer and Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; number of Members, 56. 
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NARRAGANSETT COMMANDERY,. WESTERLY, B.I. 


CHARTER, JUNE, 1869. 


Annual Election, Second Monday in June. 


OFFIOERS. 
E. Sir James M. Penp.eton . F P ‘ Commander. 
Sir Gzorce G. Srinnman wt. . - * Generalissimo. 
Sir I. Atonzo Bascock . . .°. . Captain-General. 
Sir Toomas H. Peasopy . Fi ; ‘ ; Prelate. 
Sir Azro N. Lewis , ‘ - J - ‘ Senior Warden. 
Sir Epwarp F. Vose . F - ‘ é A Junior Warden. 
Sir Tuomas H. Brownine . F - ‘ . Treasurer, 
Sir James STILLMAN. \ ‘ ‘ P A Recorder. 
Sir Josern Dews . 5 : : . F ; Sword-Bearer. 
Sir Gzorcz C. Stintman wl. : we? Standard-Bearer. 
Sir James F. Penpieton . 3 F ee Warder. 


Sir AtBertr B. Coiiins 
Sir Witt1am Hoxry 
Sir Toomas M. Prace . : 3 : . . Armorer and Sentinel. + 


Regular Assemblies, Second Monday in each month; number of Members, 9. 


Sir Henry B. Generr 
: Captains of the Guard. 
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WILLIAM PARKMAN COMMANDERY, EAST BOSTON, MASS. 


CHARTER, May 13, 1870. 


Annual Election, Sedond Monday th June. 


OFFICERS. 


E. Sir Sern C. Amxs . 

Sir ALBExT B. Barrett 

Sir Epson C. CHAMBERLIN 

Sir PHInaNpER NUTTER - 
Sir Witstam J. Btzae . wt, 
Sir Bengamin ALBEE 

Sir Exisoa Porte . ‘ 

Sir Epwarp H. Morss 

Sir Wattrer S. Hatt . 

Sir Taomas SHaw % 
Sir Wiverama Warens, Jr. . 
Sir J: Hrmam 8. Pearson 
Sir Hasry Kexver, Jr. 
Sir Isaac McALLisTER 

Sir Wittiam DoutrEeMPLe 

Sir SamurL W. GLEason 


Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Sentor Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 

Sword- Bearer. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder, 


Captatns of the Guard. 


Musical Director. ' 
Armorer and Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, second Thursday of each month; number of Members, 35. 


19 
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BRISTOL COMMANDERY, MANSFIELD, MASS. 


DISPENSATION GRANTED, MAY 28, 1870. 


OFFICERS, 
E. Sir Cuartzs E. Suitu . ee ‘ : ‘ Commander. 
Sir Danie, B. Waitcoms ht Fe . ‘ ; Generalissimo. 
Sir D. H. Samira oe eee Captain- General. 


NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY, NORTHAMTON, MASS. 


DISPENSATION GRANTED JUNE 2, 1870. 


OFFICERS. 
E. Sir Davip W. Crarts . : ‘ : ‘ ‘ Commander. 
Sir Cuartes S. Pratr F ‘ ‘ ; ‘ Generalissimo. 
Sir Grorazs §. Poerps . . . . | «©  Captain-General. 


SOUTH SHORE COMMANDERY, WEYMOUTH, MASS. 


DISPENSATION GRANTED JUNE 9, 1870. 


OFFICERS, ; 
FE. Sir Zacnanran LovELL BICKNELL . . . Commander. 
Sir Gzorncze Wyman Far . Generalissimo. 
Sir E. Waters Bure Captain- General. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island is 
composed of — 


Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded} . . . .~ . - 18 
Past Grand Officers (permanent .members, excluding present Grand 
Officers) a Me. “el. 16> Sal ae ob tae sar O42 18 


Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies (permanent members 
not incladed im enwmeration of past or present Grand ati 


ot present Commanders) ‘ . Cn en - ,68 

Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captains-General of 27 Subordinate 
Commanderies ; 7 ‘ . : . . A : . 81 
Total . . . . ged fen ae Tee’ fy ye 6 


Whole number of Knights affiliated with Subordinate Commanderies, 8,818 
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MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 


CHARTER, MAROH 17, 1831. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 
(While under the jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and 


Rhode Island), 
Sir Rev. Soromon Srias. Sir Joszra M. Gugnisa. 


‘Sir Tuomas S. Bow Les. Sir Samvug. Fessenven. 


Maine Encampment ceased to be under the furivdiction of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, October 10, 1849. In . 
1854, it was removed from Portland to Gardiner, where it is now located. 


VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 


CHARTER, JUNE 16, 1825. 


PAST COMMANDERS. 


* Sir Ezzxret L. Bascoms, 1825. Sir Joun Warner, 1827. 
Sir Rev. Lucius R. Parer, D.D.. 1826. Sir Rev. Josuua Fraae, 1828. 


The Charter of this Encampment was declared forfeited by a vote of the 
Grand Encampment, at a Special Assembly held February 28, 1888. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ysere 


Constitution of the Grand Commandery 
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KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT ORDERS 


‘OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 


ARTICLE I.—GRAND COMMANDERY. 


STYLE AND TITLE. 
Sgecrion 1.— The style and title of this Body is “The 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Append- 
ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.” 


JURISDICTION. 


Sgor. 2.—Its jurisdiction extends over the territorial 
limits of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 


. _ POWERS. 

Srectr. 3 —In it alone is vested the right and duty, which 
it cannot delegate, to superintend and govern all Command- 
eries of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
within this jurisdiction. 
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It has exclusive power to grant Dispensations and Warrants 
for forming and opening Commanderies of the above Orders, 
and to extend or revoke the same. 

It enacts statutes and issues edicts, and amend and repeals 
the same. 

It censures, suspends, and erases Councils and Command- 
eries, and holds any of their members amenable for any vio- 
lation or neglect of its statutes and edicts. 

Tt has supreme authority, throughout this jurisdiction, in 
all matters pertaining to Templar Masonry, subject only to 
the ancient landmarks of the Order, and the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 


MEMBERS. 

Szcr. 4. — It shall consist of a Grand Commander, Dep- 
uty Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Cap- 
tain-General, Grand Prelate, Grand Senior Warden, Grand 
Junior Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand 
Sword-Bearer, Grand Standard-Bearer, Grand Warder, 
Grand Captain of the Guards, Grand Sentinel, — ex-officiis ; 
of all Past Grand Commanders and Grand Masters, Past 
Deputy Grand Commanders and Deputy Grand Masters, 
Past Grand Generalissimios and Past Grand Captains-General 
of this Body ; of the Commanders, Generalisaimos, and Cap- 
tains-General, for the time being, of all subordinate Com- 
manderies under this jurisdiction ; and of all Past Command- 
ers of such subordinates, so long as they sre members of 
Commanderies, under this jurisdiction, in good standing. 

The above-named Present and Past Officers (the Grand 
Sentinel excepted), and Representatives and Past Command- 
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era of subordinate Commanderies, are the only voters in 
this Grand Commandery. 

A permanent member has but one vote in his awn right as 
such, and but two in any case. 


ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES. 

Secr. 5.-— Each of the officers named in the preceding 
section, save and except Past Commanders and the Grand 
Sentinel, being unable to attend the Assemblies in person, 
shall have the power to appoint a proxy, who shall be entitled 
to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, except that 
of taking his rank in Grand Commandery. 

Such proxy must, at the time of his service, be a member 
of the same subordinate Commandery as his principal, 
and a Templar of not less than three years’ standing, and 
must present a properly authenticated certificate of his 
appointment. 


OFFICERS, ELECTION, AND TITLES. 
Sror. 6.-—- The first nine officers shall be chosen by 


. Written ballot; the others, by appointment of the Grand 


Commander. — 

No Knight is eligible to any office in this Grand Com- 
mandery, unless he be a member of some subordinate 
Commandery, and a Templar of not less than three years’ 
standing. 

The officers thus chosen shall serve until their successors 
have been installed. The title of the Grand Commander 
is “Ricut Eminent”; that of Deputy Grand Commander, 


154 CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY. 


*VeRY EMINENT”; of the other Grand Officers, * Emi- 
NENT.” 


ASSEMBLIES. 

Sect. 7.— This Grand Commandery shall assemble in 
October and May of each year, at such time and place as 
the presiding officer shall appoint, — in October, for the 
election of officers and the transaction of the annual busi- 
ness; and in May, for the exemplification of the work and 
ritual, the transaction of such special business as shall be 
presented, and the consideration of such matters as pertain 
to the general good of the Order. 

Special Assemblies may be held at the pleasure of the 
presiding officer; but no business shall be transacted at a 
Special Meeting save that which was specified in the original 
notice. 


PREROGATIVES AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


Srcr. 8. — The Grand Commander shall have a watchful 
supervision over all the subordinate Commanderies, and see 
that all the constitutional enacfments, rules, and edicts of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, and of this Grand 
Commandery, are duly and promptly obeyed. 

' The Grand Commander and Deputy Grand Commander, 
at their pleasure, visit and preside in any subordinate Com- 
mandery, and give such instruction and direction in the work 
and ritual as the good of the Order may require; always 
conforming to the ancient landmarks and this Grand Consti- 
tution. The Deputy Grand Commander, in the event of the 
death, removal, or physical incompetency of his superior, 
shall act as the Grand Commander. 
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It is the duty of the Grand Commander, in person or by 
one of his Council, to visit and examine every subordinate 
Commandery under Dispensation once in three months, and 
every chartered Commandery annually, and cause a report 
of the same to be made at the Annual Assembly of this 
Grand Commandery. 

It is the duty of the Grand Treasurer to report to the 
Grand Commander or presiding officer, whenever and as often 
as there shall be a surplus of one hundred dollars in the trea- 
sury, not subject to any appropriation already made; and to 
invest the same by and with the advice of the first two 
officers. 

It is the duty of the Grand Recorder, annually, to com- 
mounicate to the Grand Recorders of all State Grand Com- 
manderies, and to the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America, a list of all 
the Grand Officers of this Grand Commandery, and all such 
other matters as the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall 
deem to be for the general good of the Order, or useful for 
their information. 

The other duties of the above officers, and the duties of 
the other officers, are such as are traditionally appropriate to - 
their offices, and such as may be required of them by this 
Grand Commandery and the Grand Commander. 


NEW COMMANDERIES. 
Srecr. 9.—Dispensations for forming and opening new 
- Commanderies, upon the petition of not less than ‘nine 
Knights Templars residing within the jurisdiction, may be © 
issued by the Grand Commander during recess of the 
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Grand Commandery only, — Dispensations so iseued to be 
of force only until the succeeding Stated Assembly of this 
Body, unless continued by vote thereof; provided, however, 
that no Dispensation shall be issued without the consent of 
the Commandery nearest to the place where the new ane is 
to be located ; and, if in that town or city there is more than 
one, the consent of all shall be obtained. 

Charters shall be granted by vote of the Grand Command- 
ery alone, and at a Stated Assembly. 

A Commandery formed within this jurisdiction, without a 
Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be deemed 
illegal ; and all communication between Commanderies under ' 
this jurisdiction, and the members of such illegal ones, is 
hereby strictly forbidden. 


FEES FOR DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 

Srcr. 10. —- The fees for a Dispensation are forty dollars 
to the Grand Commandery, and three dollars to the Grand 
Recorder; and, for a Charter, sixty dollars to the Grand 
Commandery, and seven dollars to the Grand Recorder; 
and, for a Charter without a previous Dispensation, one 
hundred dollars to the Grand Commandery, and ten dollars 
to the Grand Recorder. In no case shall a Dispensation or 
Charter be issued, until the required fees shall have been, paid 
to the Grand Treasurer. 


GRAND FUND. 
Stor. 11.— One-tenth of the unincumbered funds of this 
Body, at its Annual Assembly in October, 1859, and one- 
tenth of ite present and future income, shall be set apart, and 
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shall form a * Grand Fund”; the interest only of which shall 
be expended, for charitable and other purposes, at the discre- 
tion of this Grand Body: provided, however, that no por- 
tion of the interest shall be expended for any purpose 
whatever, until the principal shall amount to five thousand 
dollars. The unexpended income of the fund, and all dona- 
tions to the same, shall be annually added to the principal. 
Until this fund chal] amount to five thousand dollars, it shall 
not be in knightly faith to diminish the rate of increase as 
provided above. 

The Grand Commander, Grand Treasurer, and Grand 
" Recorder, shall be a Committee, to be styled “The Grand 
Fund Committee,” whose duty it shall be to attend to the 
safe and profitable investment of this fund. They shall also 
make a detailed report, in writing, of ite condition at each 
and every Annual Assembly in October. A failure so to do 
shall render them ineligible to re-election for the ensuing 
year. 


